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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROZIC, KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public
school districts to provide |anguage assistance to limted English
proficient parents of students

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 53 to read as foll ows:

53. A ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SHALL ESTABLISH A LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE
PROGRAM WHERE LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS WOULD HAVE EFFECTI VE
ACCESS TO COVWMUNI CATE W TH TEACHERS AND SCHOOL PERSONNEL. THI S COWPRE-
HENSI VE PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO

(1) PROVI DI NG THAT ALL FREQUENTLY USED FORMS AND OTHER WRI TTEN MATERI -
ALS THAT ARE SENT HOVE TO LIM TED ENGLISH PROFICIENT PARENTS ARE |IN
THEI R PRI MARY LANGUAGE;

(2) PROVIDING LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE TO LIMTED ENG.ISH PROFICIENT
PARENTS I N THEI R PRI MARY LANGUAGE WHO CALL OR COVE |INTO SCHOOL W TH
CONCERNS RELATED TO THEIR CHI LD S SCHOOLI NG,

(3) PROVID NG LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE SERVI CES TO LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI -
Cl ENT PARENTS I N THEI R PRI MARY LANGUAGE TO FACI LI TATE PARENT ATTENDANCE
AT SCHOOL- SPONSORED PROGRAMS DESI GNED FOR COVMUNI CATI ON W TH PARENTS
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO, PARENT- TEACHER CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS AND
SCHOOL FAI RS.

B. A NOTICE OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE PROGRAMVS
FOR LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH
A OF THIS SUBDIVISION SHALL BE MAILED TO THE HOVES OF SUCH LI M TED
ENGLI SH PROFICIENT PARENTS IN A NOTICE WRITTEN IN THEIR PRI MARY
LANGUAGE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO0043- 01-5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 255 2

C. EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL KEEP A RECORD DOCUMENTI NG | TS LANGUAGE
ASS| STANCE PROGRAM AND SHALL SUBM T A SUMVARY REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE
COW SSI ONER.  SUCH RECORD AND REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED
TO

(1) THE NUMBER OF LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS WHO RECEI VE SUCH
ASS| STANCE;

(2) THE NUMBER OF LIM TED ENG.ISH PROFICIENT HOUSEHOLDS WHERE ONE
PARENT | S ENGLI SH LANGUAGE PROFI Cl ENT; AND

(3) THE NUMBER OF COWLAINTS FILED BY LIMTED ENG.I SH PROFI Cl ENT
PARENTS; AND

(4) THE NUMBER OF BI LI NGUAL PERSONNEL USED TO ASSI ST IN THE LANGUAGE
ASS| STANCE AND TRANSLATI ON SERVI CES.

D. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS MAY
BE NECESSARY AND PROPER TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THE METHODOLOGY TO BE USED BY EACH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT TO DETERM NE OR ASSESS THE PRI MARY LANGUAGES, THE NUMBER OF
LIMTED ENGLISH PROFICIENT PARENTS, THE PERCENTAGE OF LI M TED ENGLI SH
PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS TO STUDENTS AND THE NATI VE LANGUAGE OF SUCH LIM TED
ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS, AND A COWVPLAI NT PROCEDURE FOR ANY PARENT WHO
ALLEGES A SCHOCOL'S NON- COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI -
Sl ON.

E. FOR PURPOCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON:

(1) "PRI MARY LANGUAGE"' MEANS ONE OF THE FI VE MOST COMMVON LANGUAGES | N
A SCHOOL DI STRICT, OTHER THAN ENGLI SH, SPOKEN AND USED TO COVMUNI CATE,
BY LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS.

(2) "LIMTED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS" MEANS PARENTS OR PARENT OF A
MNOR CH LD WHO ATTENDS PUBLIC SCHOOL AND SUCH PARENTS OR PARENT IS
UNABLE TO COVMUNI CATE EFFECTI VELY I N ENGLI SH WTH TEACHERS AND SCHOOL
PERSONNEL AT THE SCHOOL ATTENDED BY HI' S OR HER CHI LD.

F. NOTHING IN TH' S SUBDI VI SION SHALL PRCHIBIT A SCHOOL DI STRI CT FROM
ENTERI NG | NTO A COOPERATI VE AGREEMENT WTH OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO
JO NTLY ESTABLI SH SUCH A LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE PROGRAM

G TH'S SUBD VISION SHALL ONLY APPLY TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS WHERE
NON- ENGLI SH SPEAKI NG RESI DENTS OR LIM TED ENG.I SH PROFI Cl ENT PARENTS
CONSTI TUTE MORE THAN FIVE PERCENT OF THE RESIDENTS OF SUCH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT, AS DETERM NED BY DATA FROM THE TWD MOST RECENT FEDERAL DECEN-
NI AL CENSUSES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



