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STATE OF NEW YORK

2425
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2015

Introduced by M of A CAHILL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON,
DINOWTZ, FINCH -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Govern-
ment al Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to establishing a New
York state legislative research service

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislative law is anended by adding a new section 7-h
to read as foll ows:

S 7-H LEQ SLATI VE RESEARCH SERVI CE. 1. THERE SHALL HEREBY BE ESTAB-
LISHED A NEW YORK STATE LEQ SLATI VE RESEARCH SERVICE. | T SHALL BE THE
DUTY OF THE LEG SLATI VE RESEARCH SERVI CE, W THOUT PARTI SAN BI AS TO

(A) UPON REQUEST, ADVI SE AND ASSI ST ANY COW TTEE OF THE LEG SLATURE
IN THE ANALYSIS, APPRAISAL, AND EVALUATION OF LEG SLATI VE PROPOSALS
W THI N SUCH COW TTEE' S JURI SDI CTI ON, OR OF ANY RECOVMVENDATI ONS SUBM T-
TED TO THE LEG SLATURE BY THE GOVERNOR OR ANY EXECUTI VE AGENCY, SO AS TO
ASS|I ST THE COW TTEE | N:

(1) DETERM NI NG THE ADVI SABI LI TY OF ENACTI NG SUCH PROPCSALS;

(1'l) ESTIMATING THE PROBABLE RESULTS OF SUCH PROPCSALS AND ALTERNA-
TI VES THERETG, AND

(1'11) EVALUATI NG ALTERNATI VE METHODS FOR ACCOWVPLI SHI NG THOSE RESULTS;
AND, BY PROVIDING SUCH OTHER RESEARCH AND ANALYTI CAL SERVI CES AS THE
COW TTEE CONSI DERS APPROPRI ATE FOR THESE PURPOSES, OTHERW SE TO ASSI ST
IN FURNISHING A BASIS FOR THE PROPER EVALUATI ON AND DETERM NATI ON OF
LEG SLATI VE PROPOSALS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS GENERALLY; AND I N THE PERFORM
ANCE OF THI S DUTY THE SERVI CE SHALL HAVE AUTHORI TY, WHEN SO AUTHORI ZED
BY A COW TTEE AND ACTI NG AS THE AGENT OF THAT COW TTEE, TO REQUEST OF
ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE STATE THE PRODUCTION OF SUCH BOOKS,
RECORDS, CORRESPONDENCE, MEMORANDA, PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS AS THE SERVI CE
CONS| DERS NECESSARY, AND SUCH DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE STATE SHALL
COWLY W TH SUCH REQUEST; AND FURTHER I N THE PERFORMANCE OF THI S AND ANY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OTHER RELEVANT DUTY, THE SERVI CE SHALL MAI NTAI N CONTI NUOUS LI Al SON W TH
ALL COWM TTEES;

(B) MAKE AVAI LABLE TO EACH COW TTEE OF THE LEG SLATURE AT THE OPENI NG
OF A NEWSESSION, A LIST OF PROGRAMS AND ACTI VI TI ES UNDER EXI STI NG LAW
SCHEDULED TO TERM NATE DURI NG THE CURRENT SESSI ON, WHI CH ARE W THIN THE
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE COWM TTEE;

(C) TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO EACH COW TTEE OF THE LEG SLATURE AT THE
OPENI NG OF A NEW SESSI ON, A LI ST OF SUBJECTS AND POLI CY AREAS WHI CH THE
COWM TTEE M GHT PROFI TABLY ANALYZE | N DEPTH;

(D) UPON REQUEST, OR UPON ITS OAN [N TIATIVE I N ANTI Cl PATI ON OF
REQUESTS, PREPARE AND PROVI DE | NFORMATI ON, RESEARCH, AND REFERENCE MATE-
RIALS AND SERVI CES TO COW TTEES AND MEMBERS OF THE LEG SLATURE TO
ASSI ST THEM | N LEG SLATI VE FUNCTI ONS;

(E) UPON REQUEST, OR UPON ITS OAN [N TIATIVE I N ANTI Cl PATI ON OF
REQUESTS, COLLECT, CLASSIFY AND ANALYZE | N THE FORM OF STUDI ES, REPORTS,
COVPI LATI ONS, DI GESTS, BULLETINS, | NDEXES, TRANSLATI ONS, AND OTHERW SE,
DATA HAVING A BEARI NG ON LEG SLATI ON, AND TO MAKE SUCH DATA AVAI LABLE
AND SERVI CEABLE TO COMM TTEES AND MEMBERS OF THE LEG SLATURE;

(F) PREPARE SUMVARI ES AND DI GESTS OF BILLS AND RESOLUTI ONS OF PUBLI C,
GENERAL NATURE | NTRODUCED | N THE LEG SLATURE;

(G UPON REQUEST MADE BY ANY COWM TTEE OR MEMBER OF THE LEG SLATURE,
PREPARE AND TRANSM T TO SUCH COMM TTEE OR MEMBER A CONCI SE  MEMORANDUM
W TH RESPECT TO ONE OR MORE LEG SLATI VE MEASURES UPON WHI CH HEARI NGS BY
ANY COMM TTEE OF THE LEG SLATURE HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED, WHI CH MEMORANDUM
SHALL CONTAIN A STATEMENT OF THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF EACH SUCH MEAS-
URE, A DESCRI PTI ON OF OTHER RELEVANT MEASURES OF SIMLAR PURPCSE OR
EFFECT PREVI OUSLY | NTRODUCED | N THE LEG SLATURE, AND A RECI TATI ON OF ALL
ACTION TAKEN THERETOFORE BY OR W THI N THE LEG SLATURE W TH RESPECT TO
EACH SUCH OTHER MEASURES; AND

(H DEVELOP AND MAI NTAI N AN | NFORVATI ON AND RESEARCH CAPABILITY TO
I NCLUDE SENIOR SPECI ALI STS, SPECI ALI STS, OTHER EMPLOYEES AND CONSULT-
ANTS, AS NECESSARY, TO PERFORM THE FUNCTI ONS PROVI DED FOR I N THI S SUBDI -
VI SI ON.

2. THE LI BRARI AN OF THE LEG SLATI VE LI BRARY SHALL APPOI NT THE DI RECTOR
OF THE LEG SLATI VE RESEARCH SERVI CE. THE DI RECTOR SHALL RECEI VE A SALARY
EQUAL TO THAT OF A MEMBER OF THE LEG SLATURE AS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI S| ON
ONE OF SECTION FIVE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

3. THE DI RECTOR |'S AUTHORI ZED TO APPOINT IN THE LEG SLATIVE RESEARCH
SERVI CE, SPECIALISTS AND SENIOR SPECIALISTS IN THE FOLLON NG BROAD
FI ELDS:

(A) AG NG

(B) AGRI CULTURE;

ALCOHOLI SM AND DRUG ABUSE;

CONSUMER AFFAI RS AND PROTECTI ON;

CRI ME VI CTI MBS AND CORRECTI ONS;

ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AND JOB CREATI ON;
EDUCATI ON;

ENG NEERI NG AND PUBLI C WORKS;

ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON AND SUSTAI NABI LI TY;
GOVERNVENTAL OPERATI ONS:

HEALTH;

HOUSI NG AND COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT;

| NSURANCE;

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT;

MONEY AND BANKI NG

SCl ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY;
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(Q SCOCI AL WELFARE;

(R) TAXATI ON AND FI SCAL PQLI CY;

(S) TRANSPORTATI ON;

(T) URBAN AFFAI RS;

(U VETERANS AFFAI RS; AND

V) SUCH OTHER FI ELDS, AS THE DI RECTOR MAY CONSI DER APPROPRI ATE.

SUCH SPECI ALI STS AND SENIOR SPECI ALI STS, TOGETHER W TH SUCH OTHER
EMPLOYEES OF THE LEQ SLATI VE RESEARCH SERVI CE AS MAY BE NECESSARY, SHALL
BE AVAI LABLE FOR SPECI AL WORK WTH THE COW TTEES AND MEMBERS OF THE
LEG SLATURE FOR THE PURPOSES STATED IN TH' S SECTI ON.

4. THE DI RECTOR | S AUTHORI ZED:

(A) TO CLASSIFY, ORGANI ZE, ARRANGE, GROUP AND DI VI DE, FROM TI ME TO
TIME, AS THE DI RECTOR CONSI DERS ADVI SABLE, THE REQUESTS FOR ADVI CE,
ASS|I STANCE, AND OTHER SERVICES SUBM TTED TO THE LEQ SLATI VE RESEARCH
SERVI CE BY COMM TTEES AND MEMBERS OF THE LEQ SLATURE | NTO SUCH CLASSES
AND CATEGORI ES AS THE DI RECTOR CONSI DERS NECESSARY TO

(1) EXPEDI TE AND FACILITATE THE HANDLI NG OF THE | NDI VI DUAL REQUESTS
SUBM TTED BY MEMBERS OF THE LEGQ SLATURE;

(1) PROMOTE EFFI Cl ENCY | N THE PERFORMANCE OF SERVI CES FOR THE COWM T-
TEES OF THE LEAQ SLATURE; AND

(1'1'l) PROVIDE A BASIS FOR THE EFFI CI ENT PERFORMANCE BY THE LEG SLATI VE
RESEARCH SERVICE OF | TS LEG SLATIVE RESEARCH AND RELATED FUNCTI ONS
GENERALLY;

(B) TO ESTABLISH AND CHANGE, FROM TIME TO TIME, AS THE DI RECTOR
CONS| DERS ADVI SABLE, WTH N THE LEQd SLATIVE RESEARCH SERVICE, SUCH
RESEARCH AND REFERENCE DI VI SI ONS OR OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL UNI' TS, OR BOTH,
AS SUCH DI RECTOR CONSI DERS NECESSARY TO ACCOWPLI SH THE PURPCSES OF THI S
SECTI ON; AND

(©) TO PROCURE BY CONTRACT, W THOUT REGARD TO ANY PROVISION OF LAW
REQUI RI NG ADVERTI SING FOR CONTRACT BI DS, THE TEMPORARY ( FOR RESPECTI VE
PERI ODS NOT | N EXCESS OF ONE YEAR) OR | NTERM TTENT ASSI STANCE OF EDUCA-
TI ONAL, RESEARCH, OR OTHER ORGAN ZATIONS OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS
(1 NCLUDI NG STENOGRAPHI C REPORTERS) AND OF EDUCATI ONAL, RESEARCH, AND
OTHER ORGANI ZATIONS OF PERSONS LEARNED | N PARTI CULAR OR SPECI ALI ZED
FI ELDS OF KNOWLEDGE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



