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STATE OF NEW YORK

2423--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2015

Introduced by M of A KIM MDONALD, FAHY, QUART, BRAUNSTEIN, MOYA --

read once and referred to the Commttee on Education -- recommtted to
the Conmittee on Education in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended

and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the New York
character devel opnent commission; to anmend the state finance law, in
relation to establishing the New York character devel opnent fund; and
provi ding for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 141 to
read as foll ows:

S 141. NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT COWM SSION. 1. COW SSI ON
ESTABLI| SHED. (A) THERE | S HEREBY CREATED I N THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMVENT A
COW SSI ON TO BE KNOWN AS THE "NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT COWM S-
SI ON' WHI CH SHALL BE CHARGED W TH | NVESTI GATI NG AND DETERM NI NG THE BEST
PRACTICES |IN BU LDI NG CHARACTER AMONG STATE PUBLI C SCHOOL CHI LDREN I N
GRADES Kl NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELVE AND FORMULATI NG RECOMMVENDATI ONS FOR
THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THOSE PRACTI CES | N PUBLI C SCHOCLS.

(B) THE COW SSION SHALL BEGA N TO ACT FORTY-FI VE DAYS AFTER THI S
SECTI ON SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

2. MEMBERS OF THE COMM SSION. (A) THE COWM SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF TEN
MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOAS: (1) TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPQO NTED
BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE;, (II) TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (I111) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE; (1V) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (V) TWDO MEMBERS SHALL
BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, AND (VI) TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPQO NTED BY
THE BOARD OF REGENTS. THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL DESI GNATE THE CHAI R
FROM AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY EACH OF THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE GOVERNOR AND THE BOARD OF
REGENTS SHALL BE AN ACADEM C AND RESEARCH EXPERT. THE OTHER MEMBER
APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, THE GOVERNOR AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL BE AN EDUCATOR AT
LEAST SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL COVE FROM
PUBLI C, NON- PROFI T OR GOVERNMENT SECTORS. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE,
THE MEMBERSH P OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL | NCLUDE ADM NI STRATORS, FACULTY
AND OTHER | NDI VI DUALS COMM TTED TO ADVANCI NG THE EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTU
Nl TIES OF THE CH LDREN OF THE STATE.

(C©O THE LEQ SLATIVE LEADERS AND THE GOVERNOR SHALL SUBM T THEIR
APPO NTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS, AND THE BQOARD OF REGENTS SHALL
MAKE APPO NTMENTS, NO LATER THAN FORTY-FIVE DAYS AFTER TH S SECTI ON
BECOVES A LAW VACANCIES IN THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME
MANNER AS THE MEMBER VWHOSE VACANCY |'S BEI NG FI LLED WAS APPQO NTED.

(D THE MEMBERS OF THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES AS MEMBERS, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWNED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECES-
SARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES. MEMBERS OF
THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE CONSI DERED PUBLIC OFFICERS FOR PURPCSES OF
SECTI ON SEVENTEEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

3. COW SSION STAFF AND AGENCY LI AISON. (A) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
DESI GNATE SUCH EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT AS ARE REASONABLY NECESSARY
TO PROVI DE SUPPORT SERVI CES TO THE COW SSI ON. THE COwWM SSI ON, ACTI NG BY
THE CHAIR OF THE COW SSI ON, MAY EMPLOY ADDI TI ONAL STAFF AND CONSULT-
ANTS, WHO SHALL BE PAI D FROM AMOUNTS AVAI LABLE TO THE COW SSION FOR
THAT PURPCSE.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL APPO NT ONE OR MORE REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
DEPARTMENT TO SERVE AS LI Al SON BETWEEN SUCH DEPARTMENT AND THE COW S-
S| ON. ALL STATE AGENCI ES, PUBLI C AUTHORI TI ES AND PUBLI C BENEFI T CORPO-
RATI ONS SHALL PROVI DE SUCH ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE REASONABLY REQUESTED BY
THE CHAI R OF THE COWM SSI ON.

4. POAERS AND DUTIES OF THE COW SSI ON. (A) THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HAVE
THE PONER AND DUTY TO

(1) STUDY AND RESEARCH THE EFFECTI VENESS OF BUI LDI NG CHARACTER AMONG
STATE PUBLI C SCHOCOL CHI LDREN | N GRADES Kl NDERGARTEN THROUGH TVELVE;

(2) STUDY, EXPLORE, AND RESEARCH FUTURE MEASURES FOR DI FFERENT CHARAC-
TER TRAITS;

(3) PROPCSE SPECIFIC PROGRAMS AND A PLAN TO ALLOCATE RESOURCES TO
DEVELOP AND GROW CHARACTER AMONG ALL PUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENTS;

(4) STUDY, EXPLORE AND PROPCSE A PLAN TO | MPLEMENT THE CHARACTER TRAI T
MEASURES THAT MAY BE ONE OF THE CONSI DERED FACTORS FOR GRADE ADVANCE-
MENT;

(5) STUDY, EXPLORE AND PROPCSE MEASURES TO | NCORPORATE DI G TAL PLAT-
FORWVES;

(6) ESTABLI SH, PUBLI SH AND PUBLI Cl ZE A PROPOCSAL FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF A PI LOT PROGRAM ANDY OR A STATE-W DE | NI TI ATI VE CONCERNI NG THE BUI LD-
| NG OF CHARACTER AMONG STATE PUBLI C SCHOOL CHI LDREN | N GRADES Kl NDERGAR-
TEN THROUGH TWELVE AND PROVI DE RECOMVENDATI ONS GERVANE TO THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF SUCH PROGRAMS | N SCHOOLS;

(7) PREPARE AND DELI VER A REPORT CONCERNI NG THE COVMM SSI ON'S FI NDI NGS
AND RECOMVENDATI ONS AS PROVI DED I N SUBDI VI SION FI VE OF TH S SECTI ON;

(8) RAISE FUNDI NG FOR THE NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FUND ESTAB-
LI SHED BY SECTI ON NI NETY- NI NE-Y OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND

(9) TAKE SUCH OTHER ACTI ONS AND MEASURES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO | MPLE-
MENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF TH S SECTI ON.
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(B) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "CHARACTER' REFERS TO THE SOFT AND
EMOTI ONAL  SKI LLS THAT ARE PROVEN TO PRODUCE SUCCESSFUL LEADERS, | NCLUD-
ING BUT NOT LIMTED TO GRIT, ZEST, PERSEVERANCE, CURICSITY, SELF-CON
TROL, TENACITY, OPTIM SM GRATI TUDE, AND SCOCI AL | NTELLI GENCE.

5. COW SSI ON RECOMVENDATI ONS. ON OR BEFORE JUNE THI RTI ETH, TWO THOU-
SAND SEVENTEEN, THE COWM SSION SHALL TRANSM T TO THE GOVERNOR, THE
TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND
THE BOARD OF REGENTS A REPORT CONCERNI NG I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOWMMENDA-
TIONS, WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE SPECI FI C RECOVWENDATI ONS FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF A PROPCSED PILOT PLAN OR STATE-WDE | NI TI ATI VE CONCERNI NG THE BUI LD
| NG OF CHARACTER AMONG STATE PUBLI C SCHOOL CHI LDREN | N GRADES Kl NDERGAR-
TEN THROUGH TWELVE AND PROVI DE RECOMVENDATI ONS. UPON THE TRANSM SSI ON OF
THE REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGQ SLATURE THE COWM SSI ON  SHALL BE
DI SSOLVED.

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-y to
read as foll ows:

S 99-Y. NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER AND THE COWM SSI O\
ER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOAN AS THE "NEW YORK
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FUND'.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONI ES CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THER-
ETO FROM THE GENERAL FUND OR FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCES PURSUANT TO
LAW  NOTHI NG CONTAI NED HEREI N SHALL PREVENT THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE FUND AS
DEFINED I N THI S SECTI ON AND DEPCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO
LAW EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION FIVE OF TH'S SECTI ON, MONI ES OF
THE FUND SHALL NOT BE CO-M NGLED W TH ANY OTHER FUND.

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES OF CARRYI NG
QUT THE PROVISIONS OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED FORTY- ONE OF THE EDUCATI ON
LAW

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE STATE COVPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FI ED BY THE CHAI R OF
THE NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT COWM SSI ON.

5. UPON THE DI SSOCLUTI ON OF THE NEW YORK CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT COWM S-
SI ON, ANY MONIES REMAINING IN THE FUND SHALL BE DEPCSITED |INTO THE
GENERAL FUND PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON SEVENTY-TWO OF THI' S
ARTI CLE.

S 3. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
inmpair, or invalidate the remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
nment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if such
i nvalid provisions had not been included herein.

S 4. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed June 30, 2017.



