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Introduced by M of A CROUCH, BARCLAY, DUPREY, HAWEY, KOLB, M:DONOUGH
-- read once and referred to the Commttee on Governnmental Operations

AN ACT to create a fire protection and enmergency response task force in
rural areas

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. 1. There is hereby established a statewide fire protection
and energency response task force conprised of eight nmenbers who shal
devel op a plan focusing on the standards and training requirenents
necessary to effectuate fire protection and energency response services
in rural areas throughout the state of New York. Appointnents to the
task force shall be nade as follows: two by the governor; two by the
speaker of the assenbly; two by the tenporary president of the senate;
one by the mnority | eader of the senate; and one by the mnority |eader
of the assenbly. The appoi ntnments of the governor shall be a nenber,
of ficer or enployee of the Fireman's Association of the State of New
Yor k.

2. The task force shall exam ne current regul ations and establish a
set of standards that are applicable only in rural areas as defined in
this subdivision. These standards shall be ainmed at being | ess burden-
some for rural areas than the current regulations are and shall be
designed to encourage citizens to volunteer their services. The task
force shall issue a report within ten nonths after the effective date of
this section and shall nmake recommendations to the |egislature regarding
any suggested changes in the law or to existing regulations. For
purposes of this section, "rural areas" means counties within the state
havi ng a popul ati on of |ess than two hundred thousand, and the nmunici-
palities, individuals, institutions, conmunities, prograns and such
other entities or resources as are found therein. In counties wth a
popul ati on of two hundred thousand or greater, "rural areas" means towns
with population densities of one hundred fifty persons or |ess per
square mle, and the villages, individuals, institutions, comunities,
progranms and such other entities or resources as are found therein.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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