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AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to limting the scope
of information disclosed in a published notice of change of nane

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 64-a of the civil rights |aw, as anended by chap-
ter 83 of the laws of 2009, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 64-a. Exenption from publication requirenments. 1. If the court shal
find that the publication of an applicant's change of name woul d j eop-
ardi ze such applicant's personal safety, BASED ON TOTALITY OF THE
Cl RCUMSTANCES the provisions of sections sixty-three and sixty-four of
this article requiring publication shall be waived and shall be inappli-
cabl e. PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THE COURT SHALL NOT DENY SUCH WAl VER SCLEY ON
THE BASI S THAT THE APPLI CANT LACKS SPECI FI C | NSTANCES OF OR A PERSONAL
H STORY OF THREAT TO PERSONAL SAFETY. The court shall order the records
of such change of nanme proceeding to be sealed, to be opened only by
order of the court for good cause shown or at the request of the appli-
cant .

2. Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw, pending such a finding
i n subdi vision one OF THI S SECTI ON where an applicant seeks relief under
this section, the court shall imrediately order the applicant's current
nane, proposed new nanme, residential and busi ness addresses, telephone
nunbers, and any other information contained in any pleadings or papers
submtted to the court to be safeguarded and sealed in order to prevent
their inadvertent or unauthorized use or disclosure while the matter 1is
pendi ng.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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