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STATE OF NEW YORK

2048
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2015

Introduced by M of A CAHILL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON,
DI NOW TZ, FINCH, GALEF, GLICK, GOTTFRIED, LUPARDO, RUSSELL -- read
once and referred to the Conmmttee on Corporations, Authorities and
Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring
evi dence and consideration of the econom c inpact of utility rates and
charges by the public service comr ssion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 65 of the public service law, as
anended by chapter 789 of the laws of 1930, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Every gas corporation, every electric corporation and every mnunici -
pality shall furnish and provide such service, instrunmentalities and
facilities as shall be safe and adequate and in all respects just and
reasonabl e. Al charges nade or demanded by any such gas corporation,
el ectric corporation or municipality for gas, electricity or any service
rendered or to be rendered, shall be just and reasonable and not nore
than allowed by |aw or by order of the conm ssion. | N DETERM NI NG WHETH-
ER CHARGES ARE JUST AND REASONABLE, CONSI DERATI ON SHALL BE G VEN TO THE
ECONOM C | MPACT OF SUCH CHARGES UPON CONSUMERS AND THE AREA SERVED BY
EACH SUCH GAS CORPORATI ON, ELECTRI C CORPORATI ON AND MUNI Cl PALI TY. Every
unjust or unreasonabl e charge made or denanded for gas, electricity or
any such service, or in connection therewith, or in excess of that
all onwed by Iaw or by the order of the conm ssion is prohibited.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 79 of the public service |aw, as anmended
by chapter 134 of the laws of 1921, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Every steam corporation shall furnish and provide such service,
instrunmentalities and facilities as shall be safe and adequate and in
all respects just and reasonable. Al charges nade or demanded by any
such corporation for such service rendered or to be rendered shall be
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just and reasonable and not nore than allowed by order of the comm s-
sion. | N DETERM NI NG WHETHER CHARGES ARE JUST AND REASONABLE, CONSI DER-
ATI ON SHALL BE G VEN TO THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF SUCH CHARGES UPON CONSUM
ERS AND THE AREA SERVED BY EACH SUCH STEAM CORPORATI ON. Every unjust or
unr easonabl e charge nade or demanded for such service, or in connection
therewith or in excess of that allowed by Iaw or by the conm ssion is
pr ohi bi t ed.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 89-b of the public service |aw, as added
by chapter 715 of the laws of 1931, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Every water-works corporation shall furnish and provide such
service, instrunmentalities and facilities as shall be safe and adequate
and in all respects just and reasonable. Al charges nmade or demanded by
any such water-works corporation for water, or for equiprment furnished
or for any service rendered or to be rendered shall be just and reason-
abl e and not nore than allowed by |aw or by order of the commission. IN
DETERM NI NG WHETHER CHARGES ARE JUST AND REASONABLE, CONSI DERATI ON SHALL
BE G VEN TO THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF SUCH CHARGES UPON CONSUVERS AND THE
AREA SERVED BY EACH SUCH WATER- WORKS CORPORATI ON. Every unjust or unrea-
sonabl e charge nmade or demanded for water or for equi prment furnished or
for any such service, or in connection therewith, or in excess of that
all onwed by I aw or by the order of the conm ssion is prohibited.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 91 of the public service |aw, as added
by chapter 673 of the laws of 1910, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Every telegraph corporation and every tel ephone corporation shal
furnish and provide with respect to its business such instrunentalities
and facilities as shall be adequate and in all respects just and reason-
able. Al charges nade or demanded by any tel egraph corporation or tele-
phone corporation for any service rendered or to be rendered in
connection therewith shall be just and reasonable and not nore than
all onwed by law or by order of the commssion. |IN DETERM NING WHETHER
CHARGES ARE JUST AND REASONABLE, CONSI DERATI ON SHALL BE G VEN TO THE
ECONOM C | MPACT OF SUCH CHARGES UPON CONSUMERS AND THE AREA SERVED BY
EACH SUCH TELEGRAPH CORPCRATI ON AND TELEPHONE CORPORATI ON. Every unj ust
or unreasonabl e charge nmade or demanded for any such service or in
connection therewith or in excess of that allowed by |law or by order of
the conmi ssion is prohibited and declared to be unl awful .

S 5. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 119-d
to read as foll ows:

S 119-D. ECONOM C | MPACT. 1. PRI OR TO APPROVI NG ANY MAJOR | NCREASE I N
RATES OR CHARGES PROPCSED BY A PUBLIC UTILITY COWPANY OR MJNI Cl PALI TY,
THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI DER THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF ANY SUCH PROPOSED
| NCREASE | N THE RATES OR CHARGES UPON CONSUMERS IN THE AREA SERVED BY
THE COWANY OR MJNI ClI PALITY PROPOSI NG SUCH | NCREASE. FOR PURPOSES OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, "MAJOR | NCREASE" SHALL MEAN AN | NCREASE IN THE RATES
AND CHARGES WHI CH WOULD | NCREASE THE AGGREGATE REVENUES OF THE APPLI CANT
MORE THAN THE GREATER OF THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS OR TWD AND ONE-
HALF PERCENT.

2. THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI DER UNEMPLOYMENT DATA, MEDI AN | NCOVE
| NFORVATI ON AND THE NUVMBER OF PERSONS RECEI VI NG SOCI AL SERVI CES ASSI ST-
ANCE W TH RESPECT TO THE APPLI CABLE SERVICE AREA. [N ADD TION, THE
COWM SSI ON SHALL CONSI DER | N REACHI NG | TS DETERM NATI ON I N ANY SUCH RATE
CASE:

A. THE AVERAGE MONTHLY UTILITY BILL FOR EACH CLASS OF CUSTOMERS WHO
WOULD BE AFFECTED BY AN | NCREASED RATE OR CHARGE AND THE ESTI MATED
| NCREASED UTI LI TY BI LL FOR EACH SUCH CLASS OF CUSTOMERS; AND
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B. THE LATEST FEDERAL BUREAU OF LABOR STATI STI CS CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEX
FI GURES | NDI CATI NG THE AVERAGE COST OF LI VING AND THE AVERAGE COST OF
FUEL AND UTILITIES FOR THE NATI ON AND, | F PCSSI BLE FOR THE STATE OR THE
SERVI CE AREA AFFECTED BY SUCH | NCREASED RATE OR CHARGE.

S 6. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to each
request for increased rates or charges subnmtted on or after the effec-
tive date of this act.



