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I ntroduced by M of A WRI GHT, RODRI GUEZ, PERRY -- Milti-Sponsored by --

M of A FARRELL -- read once and referred to the Committee on
Governmental Operations -- reported and referred to the Comrmttee on
Ways and Means -- advanced to a third readi ng, anended and ordered

reprinted, retaining its place on the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to the accessibil-
ity of public hearings and neetings

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 74-a of the public officers |aw, as added by chap-
ter 368 of the laws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 74-a. Duty of public officers regarding [the physically hand-
i capped] ACCESSIBILITY. 1. It shall be the duty of each public officer
responsi bl e for the scheduling or siting of any public hearing to nake
reasonable efforts to ensure (A) that such hearings are held in facili-
ties that permt barrier-free physical access to the physically hand-
i capped, as defined in subdivision five of section fifty of the public
buil dings aw, AND (B) THAT SERVICES OF A QUALIFIED |NTERPRETER, |IF
AVAI LABLE, ARE PROVI DED AT SUCH PUBLI C HEARI NGS AT NO CHARGE TO PERSONS
VHO ARE HEARI NG | MPAI RED UPON WRI TTEN REQUEST TO THE PUBLIC OFFI CER
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE SCHEDULI NG OR SI TING OF THE PUBLI C HEARING WTHI N A
REASONABLE TIME PRIOR TO SUCH HEARING | F |INTERPRETER SERVICES ARE
REQUESTED, THE PUBLI C OFFI CER RESPONSI BLE FOR THE SCHEDULI NG OR SI Tl NG
OF THE PUBLI C HEARI NG SHALL ENGAGE THE SERVICES OF A QUALIFIED | NTER-
PRETER, |F AVAI LABLE, TO I NTERPRET THE PROCEEDI NG TO, AND THE TESTI MONY
OF SUCH PERSONS WHO ARE HEARI NG | MPAI RED; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH
ACTI ON DOES NOT | MPOSE AN UNDUE HARDSHI P ON THE PUBLI C BODY HOLDI NG SUCH
HEARI NG

2. (A) ON AND AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND ElI GHTEEN, SUCH PUBLI C
OFFI CERS SHALL HAVE THE POWNER AND I T SHALL BE THEIR I NDI VIDUAL DUTY TO
EQUI P ANY ROOVB USED FOR PUBLI C HEARI NGS VWHI CH ACCOVMODATE MORE THAN ONE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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HUNDRED PERSONS W TH AN ASSI STl VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR USE BY THE HEAR-
| NG | MPAI RED; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH ACTION DOES NOT | MPOSE AN
UNDUE HARDSHI P ON THE PUBLI C BODY EQUI PPl NG SUCH ROQOVS.

(B) FOR PURPOSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE TERM "ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG
SYSTEM' SHALL MEAN S| TUATI ONAL- PERSONAL ACOUSTI C COVMUNI CATI ON EQUI PMENT
DESI GNED TO | MPROVE THE TRANSM SSI ON AND AUDI TORY RECEPTION OF SOUND.
SUCH SYSTEM SHALL |INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE USE OF STANDARD
AVPLI TUDE MODULATI ON (AM, FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM, AUDH O | NDUCTI ON
LOOP, | NFRARED LI GHT SOUND, OR HARD W RE SYSTEMS.

S 2. Subdivision (d) of section 103 of the public officers |law, as
added by chapter 40 of the |aws of 2010, is relettered subdivision (f)
and two new subdivisions (g) and (h) are added to read as foll ows:

(G PUBLIC BODIES SHALL MAKE OR CAUSE TO BE MADE ALL REASONABLE
EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT SERVI CES OF A QUALIFIED | NTERPRETER, |F AVAIL-
ABLE, ARE PROVI DED AT MEETI NGS AT NO CHARGE TO PERSONS WHO ARE HEARI NG
| MPAI RED UPON WRI TTEN REQUEST TO THE PUBLIC BODY WTH N A REASONABLE
TIME PRIOR TO SUCH MEETI NG | F | NTERPRETER SERVI CES ARE REQUESTED, THE
PUBLI C BODY SHALL ENGACE THE SERVICES OF A QUALIFIED |NTERPRETER, |F
AVAI LABLE, TO I NTERPRET THE PROCEEDI NGS OF THE MEETI NG PROVI DED, HOWEV-
ER, THAT SUCH ACTION DOES NOT | MPOSE AN UNDUE HARDSHI P ON THE PUBLI C
BODY HOLDI NG SUCH MEETI NG

( (1) ON AND AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWD THOUSAND EI GHTEEN, PUBLIC
BODIES SHALL HAVE THE POWER AND I T SHALL BE THEI R COLLECTI VE DUTY TO
EQUI P MEETI NG ROOVS WHI CH ACCOMMODATE MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED PERSONS W TH
AN ASSI STl VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM FOR USE BY THE HEARI NG | MPAI RED; PROVI DED,
HOWNEVER, THAT SUCH ACTI ON DOES NOT | MPCSE AN UNDUE HARDSH P ON THE
PUBLI C BODY EQUI PPI NG SUCH ROQNVS.

(2) FOR PURPCSES OF THIS SECTION, THE TERM "ASSI STIVE LI STENI NG
SYSTEM' SHALL MEAN S| TUATI ONAL- PERSONAL ACOUSTI C COVMUNI CATI ON EQUI PMENT
DESI GNED TO | MPROVE THE TRANSM SSI ON AND AUDI TORY RECEPTION OF SOUND.
SUCH SYSTEM SHALL |INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO THE USE OF STANDARD
AVPLI TUDE MODULATI ON (AM, FREQUENCY MODULATION (FM, AUDH O | NDUCTI ON
LOOP, | NFRARED LI GHT SOUND, OR HARD W RE SYSTEMS.

S 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2017.



