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STATE OF NEW YORK

1453
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2015

Introduced by M of A WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conmm ssions

AN ACT to amend the public authorities law, in relation to requiring
public notice and hearing prior to any planned substantial change in
service

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1205 of the public authorities law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 9 to read as fol |l ows:

9. (A FOR PURPOCSES OF TH'S SUBDI VISION, "SUBSTANTI AL CHANGE I N
SERVI CE" MEANS:

(1) ANY CHANGE | N FREQUENCY OF SERVICE OF A SURFACE ROUTE OR RAPID
TRANSIT ROUTE WH CH RESULTS IN A CHANGE OF TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OR MORE
DURI NG ANY TWDO CONSECUTI VE HOURS AT ANY RAPI D TRANSI T STATI ON, OR ON ANY
PORTI ON AT LEAST ONE-HALF M LE I N LENGTH OF ANY SURFACE ROUTE, COVPARED
W TH THE H GHEST LEVEL OF SERVI CE PROVI DED DURI NG THE SAME SUCH HOURS | N
THE PREVIOQUS THREE VYEARS; PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT WHERE A SUBSTANTI AL
CHANGE | N SERVI CE FREQUENCY ON SUCH ROUTE AT SUCH HOURS HAS BEEN | MPLE-
MENTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTION W THI N THE PREVI QUS
THREE YEARS, ANY SUBSEQUENT CHANGE | N SERVI CE SHALL BE DEEMED SUBSTAN-
TIAL ONLY IF |IT RESULTS IN A CHANGE IN FREQUENCY OF SERVICE OF
TVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OR MORE DURI NG ANY TWO CONSECUTIVE HOURS AT ANY
RAPID TRANSIT STATION, OR ON ANY PORTION AT LEAST ONE-HALF M LE IN
LENGTH OF ANY SURFACE ROUTE, COWPARED W TH THE HI GHEST LEVEL OF SERVI CE
PROVI DED DURI NG THE SAME SUCH HOURS DURI NG THE PERI OD OF TI ME COMMENCI NG
W TH THE DATE OF | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUCH PRECEDI NG SUBSTANTI AL CHANGE | N
SERVI CE; OR

(1) ANY COWLETE OR PARTI AL CLOSI NG OF A PASSENGER STATION W THI N THE
CITY OF NEW YORK, OR ANY MEANS OF PUBLI C ACCESS TO SUCH FACI LI TY.

(B) ON AND AFTER SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SI XTEEN, NO SUBSTANTI AL
CHANGE | N SERVI CE FURNI SHED UPON THE RAPID TRANSIT FACILITIES OR THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OW BUS LINE FACILITIES OF THE AUTHORI TY SHALL BE | NSTI TUTED, EXCEPT
UPON APPROVAL BY RESOLUTI ON OF THE COMM TTEE ON OPERATIONS OF THE NEW
YORK CITY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND APPROVAL BY RESOLUTI ON OF THE METROPQOL-
| TAN  TRANSPCRTATI ON AUTHORI TY, AND ONLY AFTER A PUBLI C HEARI NG OR HEAR-
I NGS HELD BY THE BOARD OF THE METROPCLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORITY IN
THE COUNTY OR COUNTI ES WHEREI N THE SUBSTANTI AL CHANGE | N SERVI CE W LL
HAVE AN | MPACT.

SUCH HEARI NG SHALL BE HELD NOT LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS AFTER NOTI CE OF
SUCH PROPOCSED SERVI CE CHANGE HAS BEEN G VEN TO, AND COWMENTS SOLI Cl TED
FROM THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORI TY ADVISORY COUNCIL AND THE
COMVUNI TY BOARD OR BOARDS AS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THE NEW YORK CI TY
CHARTER WHOSE AREAS OF JURI SDI CTI ON | NCLUDE PART OR ALL OF THE SURFACE
OR RAPID TRANSIT ROUTE, OR PASSENGER STATI ON, AFFECTED BY THE CHANGE.
NOTI CE ACCOVPANI ED BY THE | NFORVATI ON SPECI FI ED I N PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI' S
SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE MADE ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC AT DESI GNATED
LOCATI ONS | N THE AREA AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED SERVI CE CHANGE, | NCLUDI NG
AT LEAST ONE LOCATION WTH N THE AREA OF JURI SDI CTI ON OF EACH AFFECTED
COMVUNI TY BOARD.

(© NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) A DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROPCSED SERVI CE CHANGE, | NCLUDI NG
ANY PROPOSED CHANGE | N FREQUENCY OF SERVI CE; A DI AGRAM OF THE PROPOSED
CHANGES, |IF ANY, IN THE ROQUTE SERVED, A MAP OR DI AGRAM OF AFFECTED
ACCESS FACI LI TI ES AT PASSENGER STATI ONS.

(1) A PRESENTATI ON OF THE DATA OBTAI NED BY THE AUTHORI TY ON NUMBERS
AND PATTERNS OF RI DERS AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED CHANGE.

(I'r1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE METHODOLOGY USED BY THE AUTHORITY IN
OBTAI NI NG SUCH DATA, | NCLUDI NG THE DATES AND TI MES ON VWHI CH COUNTS OF
Rl DERS WERE TAKEN.

(1V) THE PRQIECTED | MPACT ON PASSENCGERS, |NCLUDING THE AVERAGE
| NCREASE | N WAI TI NG TI MES, | F ANY, AND THE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS AFFECTED
BY SUCH | NCREASE; AND THE VALUE OF THE COSTS OR BENEFI TS TO PASSENCERS,
OBTAI NED BY ASSI GNI NG A DOLLAR VALUE TO PASSENGERS' TI ME, AND TO FACTORS
SUCH AS CRONDI NG, SENSE OF SECURI TY, AND OTHERS.

THE FI NANCI AL | MPACT ON THE AUTHORI TY, | NCLUDI NG ANY COST SAVI NGS
EXPECTED TO BE REALI ZED BY THE AUTHORI TY.

(M) A PROIECTI ON OF THE | MPACT ON RI DERSHI P.

AT EACH AFFECTED STATI ON AND ON BUSES OPERATI NG ON EACH AFFECTED BUS
ROUTE, POSTERS SHALL BE DI SPLAYED PROVI DI NG A GENERAL DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
PROPOSED SERVI CE CHANGE, | DENTI FYI NG THE LOCATI ONS AT VWH CH THE | NFORWVA-
TI ON REQUI RED BY THI S PARAGRAPH IS ACCESSI BLE TO THE PUBLIC, | NFORM NG
THE PUBLIC OF THE DATE, TIMg, AND PLACE OF THE PUBLI C HEARI NG OR HEAR-
I NGS AND OF THE BOARD MEETI NG AT WHI CH THE CHANGE W LL BE ON THE AGENDA,
AND STATI NG THAT THE PUBLI C MAY SPEAK AT SUCH MEETI NG PURSUANT TO PARA-
GRAPH (C) OF SuBDI VI SI ON FOUR OF SECTI ON TWELVE HUNDRED SI XTY- THREE OF
TH S ARTI CLE. THE PUBLI C SHALL BE NOTI FI ED OF ANY CHANGE | N THE TI ME AND
PLACE OF SUCH HEARI NG OR HEARI NGS AND OF SUCH BOARD MEETI NG BY NOTI CES
AT ALL OF THE ABOVE LOCATI ONS.

(D) THE AUTHORITY SHALL PERFORM PASSENGER COUNTS ON THE AFFECTED
SERVI CES SI X MONTHS AFTER | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EACH SUBSTANTI AL SERVI CE
CHANGE. SUCH COUNTS, ACCOVPANI ED BY THE ORI G NAL PRQIECTI ONS OF | MPACT
ON RIDERSHI P, SHALL BE REPCORTED TO THE BOARD AND THE PUBLI C.

(E) THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES I N SERVI CE
WTH A PROIECTED DURATI ON OF LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS, NOR TO
SUBSTANTI AL  CHANGES |IN SERVICE RESULTI NG FROM AN EMERGENCY SUCH THAT
PUBLI C HEARI NGS CANNOT TAKE PLACE WTHOUT | MPERILING THE SAFETY OF
PASSENGERS.
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S 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 4 of section 1263 of the public
authorities |aw, as added by chapter 247 of the laws of 1990, is amended
to read as foll ows:

(c) The [chairman] CHAI RPERSON shall ensure that at every neeting of
the board and at every neeting of each conmttee the public shall be
allotted a period of tine, not less than thirty mnutes, to speak on any
topic on the agenda. EACH SPEAKER SHALL BE ALLOTTED NOT LESS THAN FI VE
M NUTES OF SPEAKI NG TI ME, EXCEPT THAT WHEN THE NUMBER OF REG STERED
SPEAKERS | S SUCH THAT THE THI RTY M NUTE DURATI ON WOULD BE SUBSTANTI ALLY
EXCEEDED, THE ALLOTTED SPEAKI NG TI MES MAY BE REDUCED TO NOT LESS THAN
THREE M NUTES. THE CHAI RPERSON MAY, AT HI'S OR HER DI SCRETI ON, END THE
PUBLI C SPEAKI NG PERI OD AFTER SEVENTY-FI VE M NUTES. AGENDAS FOR EVERY
MEETI NG OF THE BOARD AND EVERY MEETI NG OF EACH COW TTEE THEREOF SHALL
BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR | NSPECTI ON BY THE PUBLI C NOT LESS THAN SEVEN DAYS
PRIOR TO EACH MEETI NG AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE AUTHORI TY AND AT LEAST
ONE DESI GNATED LOCATI ON W THI N EACH COUNTY WHERE THE AUTHORI TY PROVI DES
SERVI CE.

THE M NUTES OF EACH MEETI NG SHALL RECORD THE COWMMENTS OF THE PUBLI C
SPEAKERS W TH THE SAME LEVEL OF DETAIL AS | S ACCORDED TO ANY OTHER PART
OF THE AGENDA.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



