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AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to safety seat
and seat belt requirenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 1229-c of the
vehicle and traffic |law, as amended by chapter 18 of the | aws of 2005,
is amended to read as foll ows:

(a) all back seat passengers of such vehicle under the age of four are
restrained in a specially designed seat which neets the Federal Mbdtor
Vehicle Safety Standards set forth in 49 CF. R 571.213 and which is
ei ther permanently affixed or is affixed to such vehicle by a safety
belt, or [in] WHCH |S SECURED ACCORDI NG TO THE VEH CLE' S MANUAL OR
CHI LD RESTRAI NT SYSTEM MANUFACTURER S I NSTRUCTIONS. IN the event that
t he wei ght of such passenger under the age of four exceeds forty pounds,
such passenger [may] MJST be PROPERLY restrained [(i)] in an appropriate
child restraint system as defined in subdivision four of this section
[used with conbination |lap safety and shoul der harness belts or (ii) by
a |lap safety belt in the event such vehicle is not equipped with conbi-
nation | ap safety and shoul der harness belts or all the conbination |ap
safety and shoulder harness belts are being used to properly restrain
ot her passengers who are under the age of sixteen] AND VHICH | S SECURED
ACCORDI NG TO THE VEHI CLE' S MANUAL OR CHI LD RESTRAI NT SYSTEM MANUFACTUR-
ER S | NSTRUCTI ONS;

S 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 1229-c of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anended by chapter 405 of the laws of 2009, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) all back seat passengers of such vehicle who are age four or ol der
but under age eight [(i)] are PROPERLY restrained in an appropriate
child restraint system as defined in subdivision four of this section

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD03021-01-5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 1141 2

[used with conbination lap and shoulder harness belts or (ii) are
restrained in a lap safety belt in the event such vehicle is not
equi pped with conbination |ap safety and shoul der harness belts or al
the conbination | ap safety and shoul der harness belts are being used to
properly restrain other passengers who are under the age of sixteen] AND
VWHI CH | S SECURED ACCORDI NG TO THE VEHI CLE MANUAL'S OR CHI LD RESTRAI NT
SYSTEM MANUFACTURER S | NSTRUCTI ONS; or

S 3. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 1229-c of the vehicle
and traffic |law, as anended by chapter 18 of the Ilaws of 2005, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(c) in the case of any other back seat passenger [under the age of
sixteen], he or she is restrained by a safety belt approved by the
conmi ssi oner .

S 4. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 1229-c of the vehicle
and traffic |aw, as anended by chapter 18 of the Ilaws of 2005, s
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) if they are under the age of four, by a specially designed seat
which is either permanently affixed or affixed to such vehicle by a
safety belt as required by subdivision one of this section[, or in]. IN

the event that the weight of such passenger under the age of four

exceeds forty pounds, such passenger [nmay] MJUST be PROPERLY restrained
[(i)] in an appropriate child restraint system as defined in subdivision
four of this section [used wth conbination |lap safety and shoul der
harness belts or (ii) by a |lap safety belt in the event such vehicle is
not equi pped wth conbination |lap safety and shoul der harness belts or
all the conbination | ap safety and shoul der harness belts are bei ng used
to properly restrain other passengers who are under the age of sixteen]
AND WH CH IS SECURED ACCORDING TO THE VEH CLE'S MANUAL OR CHI LD
RESTRAI NT SYSTEM MANUFACTURER S | NSTRUCTI ONS; or

S 5. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 1229-c of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anended by chapter 405 of the |laws of 2009, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(c) if they are age four or ol der but under age eight, [(i) are] SUCH
PASSENGERS MUST BE PROPERLY restrained in an appropriate child restraint
system as defined in subdivision four of this section [used with conbi -
nation | ap safety and shoul der harness belts or (ii) are restrained in a
| ap safety belt in the event such vehicle is not equi pped with conbina-
tion lap safety and shoul der harness belts or all the conbination |ap
safety and shoul der harness belts are being used to properly restrain
ot her passengers who are under the age of sixteen] AND WH CH | S SECURED
ACCORDI NG TO THE VEHI CLE' S MANUAL OR CHI LD RESTRAI NT SYSTEM MANUFACTUR-
ER S | NSTRUCTI ONS.

S 6. Subdivision 13 of section 1229-c of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as amended by chapter 20 of the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

13. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision four of this
section, no person shall operate a school bus for which there are no
appl i cable federal school bus safety standards unless all occupants are
restrained by a safety belt approved by the conm ssioner or, regarding
occupants age four or ol der but under age [seven] ElIGHT, are restrained
pursuant to subdivision one or two of this section.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



