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STATE OF NEW YORK

10625
I N ASSEMBLY
June 8, 2016

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Hevesi) --
read once and referred to the Conm ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing
access to benefits and services for people with HV in each |ocal
department of social services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
138 to read as foll ows:

S 138. ACCESS TO HV SERVICES. 1. THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI L-
| TY ASSI STANCE SHALL DI RECT EACH LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVICES
(LDSS) TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES AS
DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON TO EVERY PERSON WTH HV
| NFECTI ON WHO REQUESTS ASSI STANCE, AND SHALL ENSURE THE PROVI SI ON OF
BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO EACH ELI G BLE PERSON | NFECTED W TH HI V.

2. THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI ST-
ANCE SHALL DI RECT EACH LDSS TO PROVI DE TO PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON WHO
SATI SFY THE ELI A BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS FOR MEDI CAID AS SET FORTH IN U. S. C.
1396 ET SEQ :

(A) |INTENSI VE CASE MANAGEMENT W TH AN AVERAGE RATI O WHI CH SHALL NOT
EXCEED ONE CASEWORKER OR SUPERVI SOR TO TVENTY-FIVE FAMLY CASES, AND
WTH AN OVERALL AVERAGE RATI O FOR ALL CASES WHI CH SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE
CASEWORKER OR SUPERVI SOR TO THI RTY- FOUR CASES; AND

(B) TRANSPORTATI ON AND NUTRI TI ON ALLOMNCES | N AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN
ONE HUNDRED NI NETY- THREE DOLLARS PER MONTH.

3. (A) WHENEVER USED IN THI S SUBDI VI SION, THE FOLLON NG TERMS SHALL
HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(1) "ACCESS TO BENEFITS AND SERVICES' SHALL MEAN THE PROVI SI ON OF
ASS| STANCE BY STAFF OF THE LDSS TO A PERSON WTH H 'V |INFECTION AT A
SINGLE LOCATION I N ORDER TO APPLY FOR PUBLI CLY SUBSI DI ZED BENEFI TS AND
SERVI CES, TO ESTABLI SH ANY AND ALL ELEMENTS OF ELIGBILITY | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO, ASSI STANCE PROVI DED AT A FIELD OFFI CE OF THE LDSS,
AT THE HOVE OF THE APPLI CANT OR RECI PI ENT, AT A HOSPITAL WHERE SUCH
APPLI CANT OR RECI PIENT IS A PATI ENT OR AT ANOTHER LOCATI ON I N ASSEMBLI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SUCH DOCUMENTATI ON AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ESTABLI SH ANY AND ALL ELEMENTS
OF ELIG BILITY AND TO MAI NTAIN SUCH ELI G BI LI TY;

(2) "ELIGdBLE PERSON' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO SATI SFI ES THE ELI G BI L-
| TY REQUI REMENTS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO APPLI CABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL STATUTE, LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON FOR THE BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES
SET FORTH | N PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI S SUBDI VI SION OR FOR ANY OTHER BENEFI TS
AND SERVI CES DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE COWMM SSI ONER;

(3) "MEDI CALLY APPROPRI ATE TRANSI TI ONAL AND PERVANENT HOUSI NG' SHALL
MEAN HOUSING WHICH [|S SU TABLE FOR PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON, AND I F
NECESSARY, ACCESSI BLE TO PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES. SUCH HOUSI NG SHALL
I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TGO, | NDI VI DUAL REFRI GERATED FOOD AND MEDI -
CI NE STORAGE AND ADEQUATE BATHROOM FACI LI TI ES WH CH SHALL, AT A M NI MUM
PROVI DE AN EFFECTI VE LOCKI NG MECHANI SM AND ANY OTHER SUCH MEASURES AS
ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE PRI VACY;

(4) "PERSON WTH H V | NFECTI ON' SHALL MEAN A PERSON WHO HAS RECEI VED A
VEDI CAL DETERM NATI ON THAT HE OR SHE IS | NFECTED W TH H V; AND

(5) "COW SSI ONER' SHALL MEAN THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPO
RARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE.

(B) THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL PROVI DE,
OR THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL DI RECT LDSSS TO PROVI DE ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND
SERVI CES TO EVERY ELIG@ BLE PERSON WTH HV |INFECTION WHO REQUESTS
ASSI STANCE, AND SHALL ENSURE THE PROVI SI ON OF BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO
ELI G BLE PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON. ANY ELI G BLE PERSON SHALL RECEI VE
ONLY THOSE BENEFITS AND SERVICES FOR WH CH SUCH PERSON QUALI FIES I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE APPLI CABLE ELI G BI LI TY STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED PURSU-
ANT TO LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL STATUTE, LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON. SUCH
BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TGO  MEDI CALLY
APPROPRI ATE TRANSI TI ONAL  AND PERMANENT HOUSI NG MEDI CAI D, AS SET FORTH
IN 42 U S. C 1396 ET SEQ AND OTHER HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES; LONG TERM
CARE SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A CERTI FI ED HOVE HEALTH AGENCY, LONG TERM HOME
HEALTH CARE PROGRAM OR AIDS HOMVE CARE PROGRAM AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO
ARTI CLE THI RTY-SI X OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW PERSONAL CARE SERVI CES
PURSUANT TO TH' S ARTI CLE; HOVEMAKER SERVI CES AS DEFI NED | N SUBDI VI SI ON
SI X OF SECTI ON THI RTY-SI X HUNDRED TWO OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW  SUPPLE-
MENTAL NUTRI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM BENEFI TS | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON
NI NETY-FI VE OF TH S CHAPTER, TRANSPORTATI ON AND NUTRI TI ON ALLOMNCES AS
REQU RED BY SUBDIVISION TWO OF TH S SECTI ON;, PREVENTATI VE SERVI CES,
I NCLUDI NG RENT SUBSI DI ES, | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED NI NE- A
OF TH S CHAPTER;, FI NANCI AL BENEFI TS; AND | NTENSI VE CASE MANAGEMENT AS
REQUI RED BY SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL HAVE
THE AUTHORI TY TO DI RECT EACH LDSS TO PROVI DE ACCESS TO ADDI TI ONAL BENE-
FI'TS AND SERVI CES AND ENSURE THE PROVI SI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL BENEFI TS
AND SERVI CES VWHENEVER DEEMED APPROPRI ATE. THE REQUI REMENTS W TH RESPECT
TO SUCH ACCESS TO AND ELI A BI LITY FOR BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES SHALL NOT BE
MORE RESTRI CTI VE THAN THOSE REQUI REMENTS MANDATED BY STATE OR FEDERAL
STATUTE, LAW RULE OR REGULATION. WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH CRI TERI A PURSUANT
TO WHI CH AN APPLI CANT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO A HOVE OR HOSPI TAL VISIT FOR
THE PURPCSE OF ESTABLISHI NG ELI G BILITY AND APPLYI NG FOR BENEFI TS AND
SERVI CES.

(O (1) UPON WRI TTEN OR ORAL APPLI CATION OR SUBM SSION OF DOCUMENTS
REQUI RED TO ESTABLI SH ELI G BI LI TY FOR BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES BY A PERSON
WTH H V | NFECTI ON, SUCH PERSON SHALL | MMVEDI ATELY BE PROVIDED WTH A
RECEI PT WH CH SHALL |INCLUDE, BUT NOI' BE LIMTED TGO  THE DATE, A
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE | NFORVATI ON RECElI VED, AND A STATEMENT AS TO WHETHER
ANY APPLI CATION FOR SUCH BENEFITS AND SERVI CES | S COWLETE OR | NCOMVt
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PLETE, AND | F | NCOWPLETE, SUCH RECElI PT SHALL | DENTI FY ANY | NFORMATI ON OR
DOCUMENTS NEEDED I N ORDER FOR THE APPLI CATI ON TO BE DEEMED COWVPLETE.

(2) WHERE NO STATUTE, LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON PROVI DES A TI ME PERI OD
WTH N WVH CH A BENEFI T OR SERVICE SHALL BE PROVIDED TO AN ELIA BLE
PERSON WHO REQUESTS SUCH A BENEFI T OR SERVI CE, SUCH BENEFI T OR SERVI CE
SHALL BE PROVIDED NO LATER THAN TWENTY BUSINESS DAYS FOLLOW NG
SUBM SSION  OF ALL | NFORVATI ON  OR DOCUMENTATI ON REQUI RED TO DETERM NE
ELI G BILITY.

(D) WHERE A PERSON W TH HI V I NFECTI ON WHO APPLIES FOR BENEFI TS AND
SERVI CES, OR ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES, | NDI CATES THAT ONE OR MORE
MNOR CH LDREN RESIDE WTH HM OR HER OR ARE IN HS OR HER CARE OR
CUSTODY, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE G VEN | NFORVATI ON AND PROGRAM REFERRALS ON
CHI LD CARE OPTI ONS AND CUSTODY PLANNI NG, | NCLUDI NG THE AVAI LABILITY OF
STANDBY GUARDI ANSHI P PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVENTEEN HUNDRED TWENTY- Sl X OF
THE SURRCGATE'S COURT PROCEDURE ACT AND REFERRAL TO LEGAL ASSI STANCE
PROGRAMS.

(E) RECERTI FI CATION OF ELIG BILITY, AS REQU RED BY ANY STATE OR FEDER-
AL LAW STATUTE, RULE OR REGULATI ON SHALL BE CONDUCTED NO MORE FREQUENT-
LY THAN MANDATED BY SUCH STATUTE, LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON.

(F) ELIGBILITY FOR BENEFITS AND SERVICES FOR PERSONS WTH HV
I NFECTI ON MAY NOT BE TERM NATED EXCEPT WHERE THE RECI PI ENT | S DETERM NED
TO NO LONGER SATISFY ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS, | S DECEASED, OR UPON
CERTI FI CATI ON BY THE LDSS THAT THE RECI PI ENT CANNOT BE LOCATED TO VERI FY
H'S OR HER CONTINUED ELIGBILITY FOR BENEFITS AND SERVICES. IN THE
LATTER Cl RCUMSTANCE, THE LDSS SHALL CONDUCT A REASONABLE GOOD FAI TH
SEARCH FOR AT LEAST A NI NETY DAY PERI CD TO LOCATE THE RECI PI ENT, | NCLUD-
I NG SENDI NG WRI TTEN NOTI CE BY CERTI FI ED MAI L, RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED,
TO THE LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OF SUCH RECI PI ENT, REQUI RI NG THE RECI PI ENT TO
CONTACT THE LDSS W THI N TEN DAYS.

(G NOT LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON,
THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DI RECT EACH LDSS TO PREPARE A DRAFT POLICY AND
PROCEDURES MANUAL FOR LDSS STAFF. SUCH PCLI CY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, STRICT GUI DELI NES ON NAI NTAI NI NG
THE CONFI DENTI ALITY OF THE I DENTITY OF AND | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO ALL
APPLI CANTS AND RECI PI ENTS, | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS RELATING TO THE
MEDI CAL  AND PSYCHOLOG CAL NEEDS OF PERSONS W TH HI 'V | NFECTI ON, APPLI CA-
TI ON PROCEDURES, ELI A BILITY STANDARDS, MANDATED TIME PERIODS FOR THE
PROVI SI ON OF EACH BENEFI T AND SERVI CE AVAI LABLE TO APPLI CANTS AND RECI P-
| ENTS AND ADVOCACY RESOURCES AVAI LABLE TO PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON.
SUCH LI STS OF ADVOCACY RESOURCES SHALL BE UPDATED SEM - ANNUALLY. W THI N
TH RTY DAYS FOLLOWN NG THE PREPARATI ON OF SUCH DRAFT POLI CY AND PROCE-
DURES MANUAL AND PRI OR TO THE PREPARATI ON OF A FINAL POLICY AND PROCE-
DURES MANUAL, THE LDSS SHALL DI STRI BUTE SUCH DRAFT POLI CY AND PROCEDURES
MANUAL TO ALL SOCI AL SERVI CES AGENCI ES AND CRGANI ZATI ONS THAT CONTRACT
WTH THE LDSS TO PROVI DE HI V- RELATED SERVI CES AND TO ALL OTHERS WHOM THE
LDSS DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, AND HOLD NO FEWER THAN ONE NOTI CED PUBLI C HEAR-
ING AT A SITE ACCESSI BLE TO THE DI SABLED, AT WH CH ADVOCATES, SERVI CES
PROVI DERS, PERSONS WTH H V I NFECTI ON, AND ANY OIHER MEMBER OF THE
PUBLI C SHALL BE G VEN AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT ON SUCH DRAFT POLI CY AND
PROCEDURES MANUAL. EACH LDSS SHALL PREPARE A FI NAL POLI CY AND PROCEDURES
MANUAL W THI N THI RTY DAYS AFTER THE CONCLUSI ON OF SUCH HEARI NG AND SHALL
THEREAFTER REVI EW AND WHERE APPROPRI ATE, REVI SE SUCH POLI CY AND PROCE-
DURES MANUAL ON AN ANNUAL BASI S. EACH LDSS SHALL PROVI DE FOR SEM - ANNUAL
TRAI NI NG USI NG SUCH PCLI CY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL, FOR ALL DiVISION
STAFF.
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NOT' LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON,
EACH LDSS SHALL PUBLISH A PROPOSED RULE ESTABLI SHING A BILL OF RI GHTS
FOR PERSONS W TH H V | NFECTI ON. SUCH DRAFT BI LL OF RI GHTS SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, AN EXPLANATI ON OF THE BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES FOR
VH CH PERSONS WTH H'V |INFECTION MAY BE ELI G BLE;, TI METABLES W THI N
VWH CH SUCH BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES SHALL BE PROVI DED TO ELI G BLE PERSONS;
AN EXPLANATI ON OF AN APPLI CANT' S AND RECI PI ENT' S RIGHT TO EXAM NE H S OR
HER FI LE AND THE PROCEDURE FOR DI SPUTI NG ANY | NFORMATI ON CONTAI NED THER-
EI'N, AN EXPLANATI ON OF AN APPLI CANT' S AND RECI PI ENT' S RIGHT TO A HOME OR
HOSPI TAL VISIT FOR THE PURPOSE OF APPLYI NG FOR OR MAI NTAI NI NG BENEFI TS
OR SERVI CES; AN EXPLANATION OF THE PROCESS FOR REQUESTING AN LDSS
CONFERENCE OR FAI R HEARI NG I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON TWENTY-TWO OF THI S
CHAPTER, AND A SUMVARY OF THE RI GHTS AND REMEDI ES FOR THE REDRESS OF
DI SCRIM NATION. WTHI N SI XTY DAYS FOLLOWNG THE PUBLICATION OF SUCH
PROPOSED RULE, AND PRI OR TO THE PUBLI CATI ON OF A FI NAL RULE, EACH LDSS
SHALL HOLD NO FEWER THAN ONE NOTI CED PUBLI C HEARI NG AT A SI TE ACCESSI BLE
TO THE DI SABLED AT WHI CH ADVOCATES, SERVI CE PROVI DERS, PERSONS WTH HV
I NFECTI ON, AND ANY OTHER MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C SHALL BE G VEN AN OPPCRTU-
NI TY TO COVMENT ON SUCH DRAFT BILL OF RI GHTS. EACH LDSS SHALL PUBLI SH A
FINAL RULE WTHI N TH RTY DAYS AFTER THE CONCLUSI ON OF SUCH HEARI NG AND
SHALL THEREAFTER REVIEW AND WHERE APPROPRI ATE, REVI SE SUCH BI LL OF
RI GHTS ON AN ANNUAL BASIS. SUCH BILL OF RIGHTS SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY
PCSTED IN ALL LDSS OFFICES THAT ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLI C AND SHALL BE
AVAI LABLE FOR DI STRIBUTI ON TO THE PUBLIC IN ENGLISH, SPANISH AND ANY
OTHER LANGUAGES THAT THE COWM SSI ONER DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

(1) NOT LATER THAN N NETY DAYS FROM THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH' S
SECTI ON, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLISH A POLICY OR PROCEDURE FOR
OVERSEEI NG AND MONI TORI NG THE DELI VERY OF SERVI CES REQUI RED PURSUANT TO
TH'S SECTI ON TO PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ONS WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT
BE LIMTED TO, QUALITY ASSURANCE MEASUREMENTS. THE COWM SSI ONER  SHALL
SUBMT SUCH PCLICES OR PROCEDURES TO THE GOVERNOR, SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE I N WRI TI NG W TH N TEN
DAYS FROM THE DATE SUCH PCLI CI ES OR PROCEDURES ARE ESTABLI SHED.

(J) BEGQ NNI NG ON SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, AND ON THE
FIRST DAY OF EACH CALENDAR QUARTER THEREAFTER, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
SUBM T A WRI TTEN REPORT TO THE GOVERNCR, SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, M NOR-
| TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND
THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, PROVI DI NG THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON
DI SAGGREGATED ON BOTH A QUARTERLY AND ANNUALI ZED BASIS: THE NUMBER OF
PERSONS WTH H V I NFECTI ON WHO REQUESTED THE BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES SET
FORTH I N PARAGRAPH (B) OF THIS SUBDIVISION AND ANY OTHER BENEFITS
PROVI DED BY LDSS, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS AND BY THE TYPE OF BENEFI T OR
SERVI CE REQUESTED, AND THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF TIME REQUIRED TO PROCESS
SUCH REQUESTS, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS, AND THE TYPE OF BENEFI T OR SERVI CE
REQUESTED; THE NUMBER OF PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON WHO REQUESTED BENE-
FI'TS AND SERVI CED AND WERE DETERM NED TO BE | NELI G BLE FOR SUCH BENEFI TS
AND SERVI CES, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS, BY THE TYPE OF BENEFIT OR SERVI CE
REQUESTED, AND BY THE REASON FOR SUCH DETERM NATI ONS; THE NUMBER OF LDSS
STAFF, BY JOB TITLE, WHOSE DUTIES |NCLUDE PROVIDI NG BENEFI TS AND
SERVI CES OR ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES PURSUANT TO TH S SECTI ON,
THE NUMBER OF RECI PI ENTS, THE NUMBER OF CASES AND THE NUMBER OF REQUESTS
FOR ASSI STANCE, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS; THE AVERAGE LENGIH OF TI ME FROM
THE I NI TIAL REQUEST FOR BENEFITS AND SERVICES TO SUBM SSION OF A
COWPLETE APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES, THE AVERAGE LENGTH
OF TI ME FROM SUBM SSI ON OF SUCH COVPLETE APPLI CATI ON TO GRANT OR DENI AL
OF THE BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES REQUESTED, AND THE AVERAGE LENGIH OF TI ME
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FROM THE GRANT OF SUCH BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO THE PROVISION OF SUCH
BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS AND BY THE TYPE OF BENEFI T
OR SERVI CE REQUESTED, THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF TIME FROM THE |IN TIAL
REQUEST FOR AN EXCEPTI ON TO POLI CY TO APPROVE ENHANCED RENTAL ASSI STANCE
TO THE APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL OF SUCH EXCEPTI ON AND THE AVERAGE LENGTH
OF TI ME FROM THE APPROVAL OF SUCH EXCEPTION TO THE |SSUANCE OF SUCH
ENHANCED RENTAL ASSI STANCE, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS; THE NUMBER OF
REQUESTS FOR EMERGENCY HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS
REFERRED TO EMERGENCY HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE, THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN
EVMERGENCY ASSI STANCE, AND THE NUMBER OF PERSONS REFERRED TO PERVANENT
HOUSI NG THE NUMBER OF PERSONS REQUESTI NG SUPPORTI VE HOUSI NG PLACEMENTS

THE NUMBER OF PERSONS REFERRED TO SUCH SUPPORTI VE HOUSI NG AND THE AVER-
AGE LENGTH OF TI ME FROM REQUEST TO PLACEMENT; THE NUMBER OF CASES
CLOSED, DI SAGGREGATED BY LDSS AND BY THE REASONS FOR SUCH CLOSURE, THE
NUMBER OF SUCH CLOSED CASES THAT WERE RE- OPENED AND THE AVERAGE LENGTH
OF TI ME REQUI RED TO RE- OPEN SUCH CLOSED CASES; THE NUMBER OF ADM NI STRA-
TIVE FAIR HEARI NGS REQUESTED, THE NUMBER OF FAI R HEARI NG DECI SIONS | N
FAVOR OF APPLI CANTS AND RECI PI ENTS AND THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF TIME FOR
COWLIANCE WTH SUCH A FAIR HEARING DECI SION;, AND THE NUMBER OF
PROCEEDI NGS | NI TI ATED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SEVENTY-EIGHT OF THE CIVIL
PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES CHALLENG NG FAIR HEARI NG DECI SI ONS, AND THE
NUMBER OF ARTI CLE SEVENTY- El GHT DECI SI ONS RENDERED IN FAVOR OF APPLI -
CANTS OR RECIPIENTS. FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI'S SUBDI VISION, "FlIELD
OFFI CE" SHALL MEAN ANY OFFI CE OF THE DEPARTMENT AT WHICH PERSONS W TH
H V | NFECTI ON MAY ACCESS BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES.

(K) THERE SHALL BE AN ADVI SORY BOARD TO ADVI SE THE COW SSI ONER ON THE
PROVI SION OF BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES AND ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES
TO PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON AS REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON. THI S ADVI SORY
BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF ELEVEN MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED FOR TWO YEAR TERMS
AS FOLLONS: TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY, TWD MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
SENATE AND THE REMAI NI NG FI VE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVER-
NOR. AT LEAST ONE OF THE APPO NTMENTS MADE BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND AT LEAST THREE OF THE
APPO NTMENTS MADE BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL BE ELIGBLE FOR BENEFITS AND
SERVI CES PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION. THE ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL MEET AT
LEAST QUARTERLY AND MEMBERS SHALL SERVE W THOUT COVPENSATI ON. SUCH ADVI -
SORY BOARD MAY FORMULATE AND RECOMVEND TO THE COMM SSI ONER A POLICY OR
PROCEDURE FOR OVERSEEING AND MONI TORING THE DELI VERY OF SERVI CES TO
PERSONS W TH HI V | NFECTI ON WHI CH MAY | NCLUDE QUALI TY ASSURANCE MEASURE-
MENTS. SUCH ADVISORY BOARD SHALL SUBM T SUCH RECOMMENDED POLICY OR
PROCEDURE TO THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
THE SENATE UPON SUBM SSI ON TO THE COWM SSI ONER

S 2. Subdivision 14 of section 131-a of the social services |aw, as
added by section 1 of part H of chapter 58 of the Ilaws of 2014, is
amended to read as foll ows:

14. In determining the need for aid provided pursuant to public
assi stance progranms, each person living with [clinical/synptomatic] HYV
[iIIness or AIDS in social services districts with a popul ati on over

five mllion who is receiving services through such district's adm nis-
trative wunit providing H V/AIDS services, public assistance and earned
and/ or unearned incone,] INFECTION shall not be required to pay nore

than thirty percent of his or her nonthly earned and/ or unearned incone
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toward the cost of rent that such person has a direct obligation to pay;
this provision shall not apply to room and board arrangenents.

S 3. The conmissioner of the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance shall anend 18 NY.C R R S 352.3(k) as follows: (a) to
require the office of tenporary and disability assistance or |oca
departnments of social services to provide energency shelter allowances,
upon request, to households conposed of an applicant or recipient of
publ i c assi stance who has been nedically diagnosed with HYV infection
and any famly nenbers residing with such person; (b) to set the anobunt
of the maxi mum energency shelter all owance avail able at the anount, of
the fair market rent (FMR) set by the United States departnent of hous-
i ng and urban devel opnent for the size the eligible household and FMR
area where the household is located, with the allowance in no event to
be greater than the actual nonthly rent due; and (c) pursuant to subdi-
vision 14 of section 131-a of the social services |aw, as anended in
this act, to calculate the anobunt of the energency shelter allowance
avai lable to a person with HV infection who has earned and/or unearned
income up to 200 percent of the federal poverty guidelines as a function
of actual total nonthly rent due | ess 30 percent of the nonthly earned
and/ or unearned inconme of the person with HV infection.

S 4. Notwithstanding section 153 of the social services |aw or any
ot her inconsistent provision of law (a) for |ocal departnents of socia
services with a population over five mllion, New York state shall reim
burse 50 percent of safety net assistance expenditures for energency
shelter, transportation, or nutrition paynents which the district deter-
m nes are necessary to establish or maintain independent |iving arrange-
ments anong persons with HV infection and who are honeless or facing
honel essness and for whomno viable and | ess costly alternative to hous-
ing is available; provided, however, that funds appropriated herein my
only be used for such purposes if the cost of such allowances are not
eligible for reinbursenment under nedi cal assistance or other prograns;
and (b) for |local departments of social services with a popul ati on under
five mllion, New York state shall pay or reinburse 100 percent of safe-
ty net assistance expenditures for enmergency shelter, transportation, or
nutrition paynents necessary to establish or maintain i ndependent |iving
arrangenents anong persons with HV infection and who are honeless or
facing honel essness and for whom no viable and | ess costly alternative
to housing is available; provided, however, that funds appropriated
herein may only be used for such purposes if the cost of such all owances
are not eligible for reinbursenent under nedical assistance or other
progr ans.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



