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STATE OF NEW YORK

1056
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 8, 2015

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, GOTTFRI ED, ABBATE, SCARBOROUGH, RI VERA
COLTON, TITONE, RAI A, MONTESANO, LUPINACCI, CROUCH -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the devel opnent of
conprehensi ve auti sm assessnent centers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2801 of the public health [aw, as
separately anmended by chapters 297 and 416 of the laws of 1983, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. "Hospital" neans a facility or institution engaged principally in
provi di ng services by or under the supervision of a physician or, in the
case of a dental clinic or dental dispensary, of a dentist, for the
prevention, diagnosis or treatnent of human disease, pain, injury,
deformity or physical condition, including, but not limted to, a gener-
al hospital, public health center, diagnostic center, treatnent center,
dental clinic, dental dispensary, rehabilitation center other than a
facility used solely for vocational rehabilitation, nursing hone, tuber-
cul osis hospital, chronic disease hospital, maternity hospital, |ying-
i n-asylum out-patient departnent, out-patient |odge, dispensary and a
| aboratory or central service facility serving one or nore such insti-
tutions, A COVPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTER, but the term hospital
shall not include an institution, sanitariumor other facility engaged
principally in providing services for the prevention, diagnhosis or
treatment of nental disability and which is subject to the powers of
visitation, exam nation, inspection and investigation of the departnent
of mental hygi ene except for those distinct parts of such a facility
whi ch provi de hospital service. The provisions of this article shall not
apply to a facility or institution engaged principally in providing
services by or under the supervision of the bona fide nenbers and adher-
ents of a recognized religious organization whose teachings include

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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reliance on spiritual neans through prayer alone for healing in the
practice of the religion of such organization and where services are
provi ded in accordance with those teachings.

S 2. Section 2801 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. " COWPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTER' MEANS A COVWPREHENSI VE
AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTER UNDER SECTI ON TVENTY- EI GHT HUNDRED TWENTY- SEVEN
OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 3. The public health law is anended by addi ng a new section 2827 to
read as foll ows:

S 2827. COVPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS. 1. DEFINITIONS. FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY REQUI RES OTHER-
W SE:

(A) "AUTISM SPECTRUM DI SORDER' MEANS ANY OF A GROUP OF NEURODEVELOP-
MENTAL DI SORDERS | NCLUDI NG AUTI SM PERVASI VE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SORDER -
NOT OTHERW SE SPECI FI ED (PDD- NOS); RETT'S SYNDROVE; ASPERCER S DI SORDER,;
AND CHI LDHOOD DI SI NTEGRATI VE DI SORDER.  AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS MAY
| NCLUDE CHARACTERI STI CS SUCH AS LANGUAGE DI STURBANCE, SOCI AL DI STURB-
ANCE, AND RESTRICTIVE AND REPETITIVE PATTERNS OF PLAY WTH A RRGA D
ADHERENCE TO SAMENESS. ADDI TIONAL CO OCCURRI NG | MPAIRMENTS | N THOSE
SEVERELY AFFECTED MAY | NCLUDE SENSORY PROBLEMS SUCH AS AUDI TORY HYPER-
SENSI TI VI TY, TEMPERATURE REGULATI ON | SSUES, SEI ZURE DI SORDERS, ABNORVAL
PAIN THRESHOLD, GASTRO NTESTI NAL PROBLEMS, AND PSYCHI ATRI C CONDI TI ONS
SUCH AS OBSESSI VE COVPULSI VE DI SORDER, DEPRESSI ON AND ANXI ETY.

(B) "COWPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTER' OR "CENTER' MEANS A
CENTER DESI GNATED BY THE COWM SSI ONER UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

2. COWPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS ESTABLISHED. (A) THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL FACI LI TATE THE DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLI SHVENT OF, AND
DESI GNATE, FOUR COWPREHENSI VE CENTERS FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF CHI LDREN
PRI MARI LY BETWEEN THE AGES OF FI VE AND ElI GHTEEN DI AGNOSED W TH AUTI SM
SPECTRUM DI SORDERS AND DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE SHORT- TERM | NTER-
VENTI ONS AND | NDI VI DUAL TREATMENT PLANS WHI CH ARE DESI GNED TO MANAGE AND
| MPROVE FUNCTI ONI NG THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES AND
CRITERFA FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SUCH CENTERS CONSISTENT WTH THI' S
SECTI ON.

(B) THE CENTERS SHALL UTILIZE AN ARRAY OF DISCIPLINES WH CH MAY
| NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO PHYSI CAL, MEDI CAL AND PSYCHI ATRI C; NEURO
BEHAVI ORAL; NUTRI TI ON; GASTRCENTEROLOGY; MOTOR AND FI TNESS; SLEEP ANALY-
SI'S; COMMUNI CATI ON AND SOCI AL; AND PSYCHO- EDUCATI ONAL. SERVI CES PROVI DED
BY THE CENTERS MAY | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO THE FOLLOW NG COVWPO-
NENTS:

(1) I NTENSI VE ASSESSMENT SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG | NTEGRATED, | NTERDI SClI -
PLI NARY ANALYSI S OF A RESI DENT' S FUNCTI ONAL CHARACTERI STI CS AND DI SABI L-
| TIES. UTI LI ZI NG A COVWREHENSI VE FRAVMEWORK SUCH AS | NTERNATI ONAL CLASSI -
FICATION OF FUNCTIONING DISABILITY AND HEALTH CH LDREN AND YOUTH
(1 CF- CY) (WORLD HEALTH ORGANI ZATI ON 2007), CENTERS SHALL COVPREHENSI VELY
ASSESS THE RANGE OF FUNCTI ONI NG AND DEVELOPMENT OF CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM
SPECTRUM DI SORDERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO. COMMUNI CATI ON; SOCI ALI -
ZATI ON; GENERAL, BEHAVI ORAL, NEUROLOGQ CAL, PSYCHI ATRI C, BODY AND MEDI CAL
FUNCTI ONI NG, CHI LD- ENVI RONVENTAL | NTERACTI ONS; ACTI VI TY LI M TATI ONS; AND
PARTI Cl PATI ON RESTRI CTI ONS.

(11) DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE SHORT- TERM | NTERVENTI ONS AND | NDI VI D-
UAL TREATMENT PLANS WHI CH ARE DESI GNED TO MANAGE AND | MPROVE FUNCTI ONI NG
FOR THE CHI LDREN ASSESSED BY THE CENTER.

(1'1'1) RESIDENTI AL SERVI CES THAT PROVI DE SHORT- TERM RESI DENTI AL SUPPORT
FOR CH LDREN ADM TTED TO THE CENTER WHO REQUI RE A SHORT STAY FOR THE
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PERI OD I N WHI CH THE ASSESSMENT | S CONDUCTED. THESE SERVI CES ARE | NTENDED
TO PROVI DE SUPPORT FOR THE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES AND ARE NOT TO BE
LONG TERM NOR ARE THEY TO BE PROVIDED | N A GENERAL HOSPI TAL OR NURSI NG
HOVE AS DEFINED IN TH S ARTI CLE NOR I N THE CAPACI TY OF PERMANENT HOUS-
I NG

(1V) EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES APPROVED BY THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT.
SUCH EDUCATI ON SERVICES PROVI DED SHALL BE CONSI STENT WTH THE CHI LD S
HOVE SCHOCOL DI STRICT'S CURRI CULUM AND THE EDUCATI ONAL NEEDS OF THE
CH LD, AND APPROPRI ATE TO THE CHI LD S SHORT- TERM STAY I N THE CENTER THE
CENTER SHALL CONSULT WTH THE CHI LD S HOVE SCHOOL DI STRI CT TO DEVELOP AN
APPROPRI ATE EDUCATI ONAL PLAN.

(V) MEDICAL CLIN CAL SERVICES. EACH CENTER SHALL HAVE THE CAPACI TY
ON- SI TE OR READI LY ACCESSI BLE TO PROVI DE FOR THE RESI DENT' S MEDI CAL  AND
CLINI CAL NEEDS. THESE SERVICES SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO PROVI DE MEDI CAL
SERVI CES TO ADDRESS GENERAL, CHRONI C AND ONGO NG MEDI CAL CONDI Tl ONS.

3. GRANTS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF COVPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS.
W TH N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FUNDI NG
PURSUANT TO A REQUEST FOR PROPCSALS, TO AID IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
COVPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS.

4. REPORTI NG RESEARCH REQUI REMENTS. (A) EACH RECIPIENT OF FUNDI NG
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL PROVIDE THE FOLLON NG | NFORVATI ON AND
SUCH OTHER | NFORMATION AS THE DEPARTMENT MAY REASONABLY REQUI RE W TH
RESPECT TO THE CENTER TO THE DEPARTMENT, ANNUALLY AS REQUIRED BY THE
DEPARTMENT:

(1) THE ANNUAL NUMBER OF CHI LDREN RECEI VI NG SERVI CES PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON,;

(1'l) THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY OF THOSE CHI LDREN WHO RECEI VE SERVI CES
AT THE CENTER; AND

(I'11) THE TYPE OF PROGRAMS AND | NTERVENTI ONS THAT CHI LDREN RECEI VED.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY COWPI LE SUCH REPORTS ON THE CENTERS
ACTI VI TI ES AND FI NDI NGS AND ANNUALLY REPORT ON THE CENTERS TO THE GOVER-
NOR AND LEQ SLATURE.

(© THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ASSI ST | N AND ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RESEARCH COLLABORATI ONS BETWEEN THE CENTERS AND RELEVANT STATE AGENCY
FACI LI TIES, COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TI ES AND, WHERE APPROPRI ATE, PRI VATE
RESEARCH ENTI Tl ES.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



