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STATE OF NEW YORK

10407
I N ASSEMBLY
May 25, 2016

Introduced by M of A WALKER -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to nmandatory trai ning
curriculum for election conmssioners, Kkey staff of boards of
el ections and poll workers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election |law is anended by adding a new section 3-213
to read as foll ows:

S 3-213. BOARDS OF ELECTIONS; MANDATORY TRAINING CURRICULUM 1.
ELECTI ON COW SSI ONERS AND SUCH OTHER BOARD OF ELECTI ONS EMPLOYEES AS
DETERM NED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL W THI N SI X MONTHS AFTER
THEI R FI RST APPO NTMENT COVPLETE A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON ON THE OPERA-
TION OF A BOARD OF ELECTI ONS WHI CH SHALL BE PROVI DED BY THE STATE BOARD
OF ELECTIONS. THE CURRI CULUM SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS | N CONSULTATION WTH ELECTION COW SSIONERS AND SHALL NOT
EXCEED THI RTY HOURS OF | NSTRUCTI ON.

2. ANNUALLY, ELECTION COW SSIONERS AND OTHER BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
EMPLOYEES AS DETERM NED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, SHALL COWPLETE
BEFORE JUNE FI RST A CONTI NUI NG COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON ON THE OPERATI ON OF
A BOARD OF ELECTIONS WHI CH SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. THE CURRI CULUM SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE ELECTI ON COV SSI ONERS AND SHALL NOT
EXCEED THREE HOURS OF | NSTRUCTI ON.

3. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROVI DE THE TRAI Nl NG REQUI RED BY
SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON THROUGH, | N ADDI TI ON TO OTHER METHODS | T
MAY CHOOSE, A WEB- BASED RECORDED FORMNAT.

4. UPON THE FAI LURE OF A COW SSI ONER OR OTHER EMPLOYEE TO COWPLETE
THE INSTRUCTION WTHIN THE TIME REQU RED BY THI S SECTI ON, THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL SEND A LETTER TO THE COUNTY LEG SLATURE OR CI TY
COUNCI L AND THE RESPECTI VE COUNTY PARTY CHAIR OF THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE
COW SSI ONER STATI NG THE DELI NQUENCY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Subdivision 1-a of section 3-412 of the election |law, as added
by chapter 181 of the |laws of 2005, is anmended and three new subdivi -
sions 1-b, 1-c and 1-d are added to read as foll ows:

l-a. The state board of elections shall establish a mandatory core
curriculumfor poll worker training which includes the requirenents in
subdi vision two of this section, [as anmended by a chapter of the | aws of
2005,] and the rights of voters at the polls and obligation of election
workers to protect those rights while maintaining the integrity of the
franchise, including assisting voters with disabilities or with [imted
or no proficiency in the English I|anguage, handling, processing and
entitlenment to ballots, including affidavit and energency ballots, prop-
er identification requirenents, procedures to be followed with respect
to voters whose names are not on the |ist of registered voters or whose
identities have not been verified, electioneering and other violations
of the elective franchise as defined in this chapter, solicitation by
individuals and groups at the polling place and procedures to be
foll owed after the polls close. Each board of elections shall augnent
the core curriculumw th | ocal procedures not inconsistent with the core
curriculum adopted by the state board of el ections and which includes
procedures relating to proper operation of, and remnmedyi ng problens wth,
the voting machine or systemin use in that jurisdiction.

1-B. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ESTABLI SH AND HOST AN EDUCA-
TION AND TRAI NI NG | NSTI TUTE WHI CH SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR THE DEVELOP-
MENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A STATEWDE PROGRAM WHEREIN PERSONS CAN
BECOVE CERTI FI ED POLL WORKER TRAI NERS. THI' S | NSTI TUTE SHALL ALSO CREATE
A TRAI N- THE- TRAI NER PROGRAM | N ORDER FOR COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTIONS TO
| MPLEMENT AN EFFECTI VE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AT THEI R RESPECTI VE LOCAL LEVEL
OF PROGRAM DELI VERY. THE STATE BOARD S TRAINERS SHALL INCLUDE IN THE
TRAI NER CURRI CULUM TO BE DEVELOPED, ATTENTION TO | NTER ALI A, POLL WORK-
ER ABILITY TO SERVE A DI VERSE ELECTORATE W TH COVPLETE CONFI DENCE AND
RESPECT; PROFESSI ONALI ZI NG THE DELI VERY OF ALL ELECTION DAY SERVI CES;
PROVI DI NG ASSI STANCE TO VOTERS W TH DI SABI LI TIES AND THOSE W TH LI M TED
ENGLI SH LANGUAGE PROFI Cl ENCY, ENSURI NG THE DI GNI TY AND PRI VACY OF SUCH
| NDI VI DUALS; AND TO |INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF RACIAL OR ETHNIC
M NORI TI ES, COVPLETE FAM LI ARI TY AND COVFORT W TH ALL VOTI NG SYSTEMS | N
USE IN POLL SITES, |INCLUDING BALLOT MARKING DEVICES OR OTHER
SYSTEMS/ SERVI CES AVAI LABLE TO VOTERS W TH DI SABI LI TIES; AND POLL WORKER
ABILITY TO RECOGNI ZE AND RESOLVE A VARI ETY OF | SSUES WH CH MAY ARI SE I N
POLL SI TES. THE STATE BOARD S TRAINERS AND ALL CERTIFIED POLL WORKER
| NSTRUCTORS SHALL UTI LI ZE | NDUSTRY- PROVEN TRAI Nl NG TECHNI QUES Al MED AT
ADULT LEARNERS | NCLUDI NG ROLE-BASED TRAINING AND HANDS-ON TRAI NI NG
OPPORTUNI TIES USING OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY FORMS AND POLL SI TE VOTI NG
SYSTEMS AND MAY FURTHER | NCLUDE A WEB- BASED COVPONENT AND COVPANI ON
VI DEO

1-C. COUNTY BOARDS SHALL ENROLL TRAINERS I N THE PROGRAM I N SUCH QUAN-
TI TIES TO ENSURE THAT AN ADEQUATE CONTI NGENT OF FULLY TRAI NED AND CERTI -
FI ED POLL WORKER TRAI NERS ARE AVAI LABLE TO MEET THE TRAINING NEEDS OF
SUCH COUNTY. EACH COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ENROLL NOT LESS THAN
TWO PERSONS DESI GNATED BY THE COUNTY BOARD ON A BI PARTI SAN BASIS, IN THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TRAI NI NG | NSTI TUTE. CERTIFIED TRAINERS MJST
MAI NTAIN THEIR CERTIFI CATION BY ATTENDING ONCE EVERY TWO YEARS, A
CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TO ENSURE THE PROFESSI ONALI SM OF THE POLL
WORKER TRAI NI NG AGENDA SET BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS. ENROLLEES
VWHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETED THE STATE BOARD S TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AND
BEEN AWARDED A "CERTI FI ED POLL WORKER | NSTRUCTOR" CERTI FI CATE MAY SERVE
AT THE COUNTY BOARD AS A TRAI NER OF POLL WORKERS AS WELL AS A TRAI NER OF
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OTHER BI - PARTI SAN DESI GNEES OF THE COUNTY BOARD, HOWEVER THE CONFERRI NG
OF THE TI TLE "CERTI FI ED POLL WORKER | NSTRUCTOR" NMAY BE MADE ONLY BY THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

1-D. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ADOPT SUCH RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS WHI CH MAY BE NECESSARY TO CREATE THE TRAINING | NSTITUTE AND
ASSCCI ATED CURRI CULA PROVI DED FOR I N SUBDI VI SI ONS ONE- A, ONE-B AND ONE- C
OF TH'S SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG A PROCESS WHEREBY ATTENDEES WHO SUCCESSFULLY
COVWPLETE A STATE BOARD- SPONSORED TRAI NI NG PROGRAM SHALL BE AWARDED A
CERTI FI CATE CONFERRING UPON HIM OR HER, THE TI TLE OF "CERTI FI ED POLL
WORKER | NSTRUCTOR" .

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authori zed and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



