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STATE OF NEW YORK

10371
I N ASSEMBLY
May 24, 2016

Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to establishing an elec-
tronic registration process integrated wthin designated agency appli -
cations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 5 of the election law is anended by adding a new

title 9 to read as foll ows:
TITLE I X
ELECTRONI C PERSONAL VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROCESS
SECTI ON 5-900. | NTEGRATED PERSONAL VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON
REQUI RED.
5-902. AUTOVATI C RElI NSTATEMENT AFTER FORFEI TURE.
5-904. FAILURE TO PROVIDE EXEMPLAR SIGNATURE NOT TO PREVENT
REG STRATI ON.

5-906. PRESUMPTI ON OF | NNOCENT AUTHORI ZED ERROR.

5-908. FORMS.

S 5-900. | NTEGRATED PERSONAL VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON REQUI RED.
1. IN ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER METHOD OF VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROVI DED FOR BY
TH S CHAPTER, STATE AND LOCAL AGENCI ES DESI GNATED I N SUBDI VI SI ON TEN OF
THI'S SECTI ON SHALL PROVI DE TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS VOTER REGQ S-
TRATI ON  QUALI FI CATI ON | NFORVATI ON ASSOCI ATED W TH EACH PERSON WHO
SUBM TS AN APPLI CATI ON FOR SERVI CES AT SUCH AGENCY, OR WHO NOTI FI ES THE
AGENCY OF A CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR NAME. SUCH DESI GNATED AGENCIES SHALL
ENSURE AGENCY APPLI CATI ONS SUBSTANTI ALLY | NCLUDE ALL OF THE ELEMENTS
REQUI RED BY SECTION 5-210 OF THHS ARTICLE, |INCLUDING THE APPROPRI ATE
ATTESTATI ON, SO THAT PERSONS COVPLETI NG SUCH APPLI CATI ONS SHALL BE ABLE
TO ALSO SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON TO REG STER TO VOTE THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C
VOTER REG STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM FOR PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTION,
"AGENCY" SHALL MEAN ANY STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY, DEPARTMENT, DI VI SION,
OFFI CE, | NSTI TUTI ON OR OTHER ENTI TY DESI GNATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TEN OF THI' S SECTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. FOR EACH APPLICATION SUBM TTED TO THE AGENCY, WHETHER ELECTRON-
| CALLY OR ON PAPER, THE AGENCY SHALL TRANSM T TO THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS THROUGH AN | NTERFACE W TH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REQ STRATI ON
TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED AND MAI NTAINED BY THE STATE BQOARD OF
ELECTI ONS THAT PORTI ON OF THE APPLI CATI ON THAT | NCLUDES VOTER REG STRA-
TI ON | NFORVATI ON. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL ELECTRONI CALLY
FORWARD SUCH APPLI CATION TO THE APPLI CABLE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF EACH
COUNTY OR THE CI TY OF NEW YORK FOR FI LI NG PROCESSI NG AND VERI FI CATI ON
CONS| STENT WTH THI S CHAPTER.

3. AN |INTEGRATED VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORM SUBM TTED TO AN AGENCY | N
PAPER FORVAT SHALL BE TRANSM TTED TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
THROUGH AN ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM BY CONVERT-
I NG THE PAPER FORM TO AN | MAGE FI LE OR A PORTABLE DOCUMENT FORMAT FILE
VWH CH SHALL THEREAFTER BE DEEMED THE ORI G NAL FORM FOR VOTER REG STRA-
TI ON AND ENROLLMENT PURPOSES. THE AGENCY SHALL RETAIN THE COWPLETE
ORI G NAL PAPER APPLI CATI ON FOR NO LESS THAN TWO YEARS. THE TRANSM TTAL
OF THE CONVERTED PAPER APPLI CATI ON MAY | NCLUDE OR BE ACCOVPANI ED BY DATA
ELEMENTS AND TRANSM TTAL | NFORVATI ON AS REQUI RED BY THE RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

4. AN | NTEGRATED VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON SUBM TTED TO AN AGENCY
IN AN ELECTRONIC FORMAT SHALL BE TRANSM TTED TO THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON  TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM
AND SHALL | NCLUDE ALL OF THE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON DATA ELEMENTS, | NCLUDI NG
ELECTRONI C SI GNATURE, AS APPLI CABLE, AND RECORD OF ATTESTATI ON OF THE
ACCURACY OF THE VOTER REQ STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON AND ANY RELEVANT DOCUMENT
I MAGES.

5. | NFORVATI ON FROM THE VOTER RELEVANT TO BOTH VOTER REG STRATI ON  AND
THE AGENCY APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE ENTERED BY THE VOTER ONLY ONCE UPON AN
APPLI CATI ON.

6. THE AGENCY SHALL REDACT OR REMOVE FROM THE COVPLETED | NTEGRATED
APPLI CATI ON TO BE TRANSM TTED TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS ANY | NFOR-
MATI ON SOLELY APPL|I CABLE TO THE AGENCY APPLI CATI ON.

7. A VOTER SHALL BE ABLE TO DECLI NE TO REA STER TO VOTE USI NG AN | NTE-
GRATED APPLI CATI ON BY SELECTI NG A SI NGLE CHECK BOX, OR EQUI VALENT, WH CH
SHALL READ "I DECLINE USE OF TH S FORM FOR VOTER REQ STRATI ON PURPOSES.
DO NOT' FORWARD MY | NFORMATI ON TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS".

8. THE VOTER SHALL BE ABLE TO SI GN THE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON
AND THE AGENCY APPLICATION BY MEANS OF A SI NGLE MANUAL OR ELECTRONI C
SI GNATURE UNLESS THE AGENCY REQUI RES MORE THAN ONE SI GNATURE FOR OTHER
AGENCY PURPOSES.

9. NO APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGQ STRATI ON SHALL BE SUBM TTED I F THE
APPLI CANT DECLI NES REG STRATI ON OR FAILS TO SI GN THE | NTEGRATED APPLI CA-
TION, WHETHER ON PAPER OR ONLI NE.

10. DESI GNATED AGENCI ES FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE ALL
AGENCI ES DESI GNATED AS VOTER REQ STRATI ON AGENCI ES | N SECTI ONS 5-211 AND
5-212 OF THI S ARTI CLE, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER AGENCY DESI GNATED BY THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS. ANY SUCH DESI GNATED AGENCY SHALL TAKE ALL
ACTI ONS THAT ARE NECESSARY AND PROPER FOR THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI' S
SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG FACI LI TATI NG TECHNOLOG CAL CAPABILITIES TO ALLOW
TRANSM SSI ON OF DATA THROUGH AN | NTERFACE WTH THE ELECTRONIC VOTER
REG STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM I N A SECURE MANNER.

11. UPON THE DI SCHARGE FROM A STATE CORRECTI ONAL FACILITY OF ANY
PERSON WHOSE MAXI MUM SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMENT HAS EXPIRED OR UPON A
PERSON S DI SCHARGE FROM COVMUNI TY SUPERVI SI ON AS DEFI NED | N SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF SECTION TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-NINE OF THE EXECUTIVE LAW THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS AND COMMUNI TY SUPERVI SI ON SHALL PROVI DE SUCH
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PERSON A VOTER REG STRATI ON FORM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVENTY-FIVE OF
THE CORRECTI ON LAW AND SUCH FORM | F POSSI BLE, SHALL BE | NTEGRATED W TH
THE RELEASE DOCUMENTS NORMALLY PRESENTED AND S| GNED UPON  RELEASE.  THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS AND COMVUNI TY SUPERVI SI ON SHALL SUBM T RELE-
VANT | NFORVATI ON FOR SUCH PERSON THROUGH THE VOTER REG STRATI ON  TRANS-
M TTAL SYSTEM AND NOTIFY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF THE PERSON S
DI SCHARCE.

12. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGJ
LATI ONS FOR THE CREATI ON AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF AN | NTEGRATED ELECTRONI C
VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROCESS AS PROVI DED FOR BY THI S SECTI ON.

S 5-902. AUTOVATI C REI NSTATEMENT AFTER FORFEI TURE. ANY PERSON WHOSE
VOTER REG STRATI ON | S CANCELED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 5-106 OF TH S ARTI CLE
SHALL BE AUTQOVATI CALLY REINSTATED AS A VOTER UPON BECOM NG ELI G BLE,
UNLESS SUCH VOTER SHALL AFFI RVATI VELY DECLI NE SUCH REINSTATEMENT. THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND COWUNI TY SUPERVI SI ON SHALL NOTI FY THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS THROUGH THE VOTER REG STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM OF
THE DATE WHEN THE FORFEI TURE OF VOTI NG RI GHTS SHALL END AND PROVI DE AN
UPDATED ADDRESS FOR SUCH PERSON, |IF KNOMN. | F NO NEW ADDRESS FOR SUCH
VOTER |S AVAI LABLE AT THAT TI ME, SUCH VOTER SHALL BE REI NSTATED AT THE
ADDRESS OF THE PREVI OQUSLY CANCELED REGQ STRATI ON, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, |IF
THE MAI LED NOTI FI CATI ON OF SUCH REQ STRATI ON SHALL BE RETURNED UNDELI V-
ERABLE TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, SUCH RETURNED NMAI L SHALL BE PROCESSED
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S ARTI CLE.

S 5-904. FAILURE TO PROVI DE EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE NOT TO PREVENT REG S-
TRATION. | F A VOTER REG STRATI ON EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE IS NOTI' PROVI DED BY
AN APPLI CANT WHO SUBM TS A VOTER REG STRATI ON APPL| CATI ON PURSUANT TO
TH'S TITLE AND SUCH SI GNATURE EXEMPLAR |'S NOT OTHERW SE AVAI LABLE FROM
THE STATEWDE VOTER REG STRATI ON DATABASE OR A STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY,
THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, ABSENT ANOTHER REASON TO REJECT THE
APPLI CATI ON, PROCEED TO REG STER AND, AS APPLI CABLE, ENRCLL THE APPLI -
CANT. W TH N TEN DAYS OF SUCH ACTI ON, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL SEND
A STANDARD FORM PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO THE VOTER
VWHOSE RECORD LACKS AN EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE, REQUI RI NG SUCH VOTER TO SUBM T
A  SIGNATURE FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES. THE VOTER SHALL SUBM T TO THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS A VOTER REQ STRATI ON EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE BY ANY ONE OF
THE FOLLOWN NG METHODS: IN PERSON, BY MAIL WTH RETURN POSTAGE PAID
PROVI DED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, BY ELECTRONI C MAIL, OR BY ELECTRONI C
UPLOAD TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REQ STRA-
TI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM | F SUCH VOTER DOES NOTI' PROVIDE THE REQUI RED
EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE, WHEN THE VOTER APPEARS TO VOTE THE VOTER SHALL BE
ENTI TLED TO VOTE I N THE SAVE MANNER AS A VOTER W TH A NOTATI ON | NDI CAT-
ING THE VOTER S |IDENTITY HAS NOI' YET BEEN VERIFIED IN THE MANNER
PROVI DED BY SECTI ON 8-302 OF TH S CHAPTER

S 5-906. PRESUVPTI ON OF | NNOCENT AUTHCORI ZED ERROR. 1. |F A PERSON WHO
IS INELIG@BLE TO VOIE BECOMVES REG STERED TO VOTE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
5-902 OF THIS TI TLE, THAT PERSON S REG STRATION SHALL BE PRESUMED TO
HAVE BEEN EFFECTED W TH OFFI CI AL AUTHORI ZATI ON AND NOT' THE FAULT OF THAT
PERSON. SUCH PRESUMPTI ON MAY BE REBUTTED W TH EVI DENCE OF KNOW NG AND
W LLFUL | NTENT TO FALSELY REGQ STER TO VOTE.

2. IF A PERSON VHO | S I NELI G BLE BECOVES REAQ STERED TO VOTE PURSUANT
TO SECTION 5-902 OF TH S TITLE EI THER VOTES OR ATTEMPTS TO VOTE I N AN
ELECTI ON HELD AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE PERSON S REG STRATI ON,
THAT PERSON SHALL BE PRESUMED TO HAVE ACTED W TH OFFI Cl AL AUTHORI ZATI ON
AND SHALL NOT BE GQUILTY OF | LLEGAL VOTI NG OR |LLEGALLY ATTEMPTING TO
VOTE. SUCH PRESUMPTION NMAY BE REBUTTED W TH EVI DENCE OF KNOW NG AND
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W LLFUL I NTENT TO VOTE OR ATTEMPT TO VOTE WTH KNOAEDGE THAT SUCH
PERSON IS NOT QUALI FI ED OR ENTI TLED TO VOTE.

S 5-908. FORMS. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES
AND REGULATI ONS TO | MPLEMENT THI'S TI TLE. ALL AGENCY FORMS AND NOTI CES
REQURED BY THIS TITLE SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. ALL APPLI CATI ONS AND NOTI CES FOR USE BY A BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
PURSUANT TO THIS TITLE SHALL BE PROVMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, AND NO ADDI TI ON OR ALTERNATI ON TO SUCH FORMS BY A BOARD OF
ELECTIONS SHALL BE MADE W THOUT APPROVAL OF THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the earlier occurrence of: (i) two
years after it shall have becone a |aw, provided, however, the state
board of elections shall be authorized to inplenent necessary rul es and
regul ations and to take steps required to inplenent this act i medi ate-
ly; or (ii) five days after the date of certification by the state board
of elections that the information technology infrastructure to substan-
tially inplenment this act is functional. Provided, further that the
state board of elections shall notify the legislative bill drafting
commi ssi on upon the occurrence of the enactnment of the legislation
provided for in this act in order that the conmm ssion nay nai ntain an
accurate and tinmely effective data base of the official text of the |aws
of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions
of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the public
of ficers | aw



