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STATE OF NEW YORK

10370
I N ASSEMBLY
May 24, 2016

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to enacting the Voter
Enf ranchi senent Mbderni zati on Act of 2016; in relation to establishing
the el ectronic personal voter registration process

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known as and may be cited as
the "Voter Enfranchi senment Moderni zati on Act of 2016 (VEMA)".

S 2. Declaration of Legislative Intent. The right to vote is a funda-
mental right, the well-spring of all others, secured by the federal and
state constitutions. On-line forns of comuni cation and conducting tran-
sactions did not exist at the tine New York's paper-based voter regis-
tration systemwas enacted. In the |last twenty years, nmany paper-based
processes have mgrated to on-line processes, including filing tax
returns, applying for social security benefits, routine banking trans-
actions, official comunications and purchase transactions of all types.
This on-line mgration has inproved cost efficiency, increased accessi -
bility and provided greater convenience to the public in nmany contexts.
The predom nantly paper-based voter registration application process in
New York is antiquated and nust be supplenented with on-line voter
regi stration. To renove unnecessary burdens to the fundanmental right of
the people to vote, the State Board of Elections shall establish the
Vot er Enfranchi senent ©Mbderni zati on Program for the purpose of increas-
ing opportunities for voter registration by any person who is qualified
to be a voter under Article Il of the New York State Constitution. This
effort nodernizes voter registration and supplenments the nethods of
voter registration provided under current |aw.

S 3. Article 5 of the election law is anmended by adding a newtitle 8
to read as foll ows:

TITLE VI 11
ELECTRONI C PERSONAL VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROCESS
SECTI ON 5-800. ELECTRONI C VOTER REQ STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM
5-802. ONLI NE VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5-804. FAILURE TO PROVIDE EXEMPLAR SIGNATURE NOT' TO PREVENT
REG STRATI ON.

S 5-800. ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM | N ADDI TI ON
TO ANY OTHER MEANS OF VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROVI DED FOR BY TH S CHAPTER,
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN AN ELECTRONI C
VOTER REGQ STRATI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM THROUGH WHI CH APPLI CANTS NAY APPLY
TO REGQ STER TO VOTE ONLI NE. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ELEC
TRONI CALLY TRANSM T SUCH APPLICATIONS TO THE APPLI CABLE BQOARD OF
ELECTI ONS OF EACH COUNTY OR THE CI TY OF NEW YORK FOR FI LI NG PROCESSI NG
AND VERI FI CATI ON CONSI STENT WTH THI S CHAPTER. | N ACCORDANCE W TH TECH
NI CAL SPECI FI CATIONS PROVIDED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, EACH
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL MAI NTAIN A VOTER REGQ STRATI ON SYSTEM CAPABLE OF
RECEI VI NG AND PROCESSI NG VOTER REGQ STRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON | NFORMATI ON,
I NCLUDI NG ELECTRONI C SI GNATURES, FROM THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REQ STRATI ON
TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS. NOTW TH-
STANDI NG ANY OTHER | NCONSI STENT PROVI SION OF THI S CHAPTER, APPLI CATI ONS
FILED USING SUCH SYSTEM SHALL BE CONSI DERED FI LED W TH THE APPLI CABLE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS ON THE CALENDAR DATE THE APPLICATION IS |INTIALLY
TRANSM TTED BY THE VOTER THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON TRAN-
SM TTAL SYSTEM

S 5-802. ONLINE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON APPLI CATION. 1. A VOTER SHALL BE
ABLE TO APPLY TO REG STER TO VOTE USI NG A PERSONAL ONLINE VOTER REG S-
TRATI ON  APPL| CATI ON SUBM TTED THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON
TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM WHEN THE VOTER:

(A) COVWPLETES AN ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON PROMULGATED
BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE ALL OF THE VOTER
REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 5-210 OF TH S ARTI CLE; AND

(B) AFFIRVS, SUBJECT TO PENALTY OF PERJURY, BY MEANS OF ELECTRONI C OR
MANUAL SI GNATURE, THAT THE | NFORMATI ON CONTAI NED | N THE VOTER REGQ STRA-
TION APPLI CATION | S TRUE AND THAT THE APPLI CANT MEETS ALL OF THE QUALI -
FI CATI ONS TO BECOVE A REGQ STERED VOTER, AND

(C) CONSENTS TO THE USE OF AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THE |INDI VIDUAL'S
MANUAL SI GNATURE THAT IS I N THE CUSTCODY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI -
CLES, THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, OR OIHER AGENCY DESI GNATED BY
SECTI ONS 5-211 OR 5-212 OF THIS TITLE, AS THE I NDI VI DUAL' S VOTER REG S-
TRATI ON EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE, OR PROVIDES SUCH A SI GNATURE BY DI RECT
UPLOAD IN A MANNER THAT COMPLIES WTH THE NEW YORK STATE ELECTRONIC
SI GNATURE AND RECORDS ACT AND THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

2. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROVIDE THE PERSONAL ONLINE VOTER
REG STRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON I N ANY LANGUAGE REQUI RED BY THE FEDERAL VOTI NG
RI GHTS ACT OF 1965 (52 U.S.C. SEC. 10503) I N ANY COUNTY I N THE STATE.

3. THE ONLI NE VOTER REG STRATI ON  APPLI CATI ON PROCESS SHALL PROVI DE
REASONABLE ACCOWODATIONS TO | MPROVE ACCESSI BILITY FOR PERSONS W TH
DI SABI LI TIES, AND SHALL BE COWPATIBLE FOR USE WTH STANDARD ONLI NE
ACCESSI BI LITY ASSI STANCE TOOLS FOR PERSONS W TH VI SUAL, PHYSI CAL OR
PERCEPTI VE DI SABI LI Tl ES.

4. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROVULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
FOR THE CREATI ON AND ADM NI STRATION OF AN ONLINE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON
SYSTEM PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

S 5-804. FAILURE TO PROVI DE EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE NOT TO PREVENT REGQ S-
TRATION. | F A VOTER REG STRATI ON EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE IS NOT' PROVI DED BY
AN APPLI CANT WHO SUBM TS A VOTER REG STRATI ON APPL| CATI ON PURSUANT TO
TH'S TITLE AND SUCH SI GNATURE EXEMPLAR |'S NOT OTHERW SE AVAI LABLE FROM
THE STATEWDE VOTER REG STRATI ON DATABASE OR A STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY,
THE LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, ABSENT ANOTHER REASON TO REJECT THE
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APPLI CATI ON, PROCEED TO REG STER AND, AS APPLI CABLE, ENROLL THE APPLI -
CANT. WTHI N TEN DAYS OF SUCH ACTI ON, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL SEND
A STANDARD FORM PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO THE VOTER
VWHOSE RECORD LACKS AN EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE, REQUI RI NG SUCH VOTER TO SUBM T
A SIGNATURE FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES. THE VOTER SHALL SUBM T TO THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS A VOTER REQ STRATI ON EXEMPLAR S| GNATURE BY ANY ONE OF
THE FOLLOW NG METHODS: |IN PERSON, BY MAIL WTH RETURN POSTAGE PAID
PROVI DED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, BY ELECTRONI C MAIL, OR BY ELECTRONI C
UPLOAD TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS THROUGH THE ELECTRONI C VOTER REG STRA-
TI ON TRANSM TTAL SYSTEM | F SUCH VOTER DOES NOT PROVIDE THE REQU RED
EXEMPLAR SI GNATURE, VWHEN THE VOTER APPEARS TO VOTE THE VOTER SHALL BE
ENTI TLED TO VOTE I N THE SAME MANNER AS A VOTER W TH A NOTATI ON | NDI CAT-
ING THE VOTER S |IDENTITY HAS NOT YET BEEN VERIFIED IN THE MANNER
PROVI DED BY SECTI ON 8-302 OF THI S CHAPTER

S 4. This act shall take effect on the earlier occurrence of: (1)
two years after it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, the state
board of elections shall be authorized to inplenent necessary rules and
regul ations and to take steps required to inplenent this act i medi ate-
ly; or (ii) five days after the date of certification by the state board
of elections that the information technology infrastructure to substan-
tially inplenment this act is functional. Provided, further that the
state board of elections shall notify the legislative bill drafting
commi ssi on upon the occurrence of the enactnment of the legislation
provided for in this act in order that the conmm ssion nay nai ntain an
accurate and tinmely effective data base of the official text of the |aws
of the state of New York in furtherance of effectuating the provisions
of section 44 of the legislative |aw and section 70-b of the public
of ficers | aw



