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STATE OF NEW YORK

10209
I N ASSEMBLY
May 17, 2016

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
enacting the "solar panel collection act"; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "sol ar panel collection act".

S 2. Article 27 of the environnental conservation law is anended by
adding a newtitle 31 to read as foll ows:

TI TLE 31
SOLAR PANEL COLLECTI ON ACT
SECTI ON 27-3101. DEFI NI TI ONS.
27-3103. SOLAR PANEL COLLECTI ON.
27-3105. SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALER AND RETAI LER REQUI REMENTS.
27-3107. DEPARTMENT RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.
27-3109. DI SPOSAL PRCHI BI Tl ON.
S 27-3101. DEFI NI TI ONS.

1. "COLLECTI ON PROGRAM' MEANS A SYSTEM FOR THE COLLECTI ON, TRANSPORTA-
TION, RECYCLING, AND DI SPCSAL OF QUT-OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS THAT IS
FI NANCED AND MANAGED OR PROVI DED BY A SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER | NDI VI D-
UALLY OR COLLECTI VELY W TH OTHER SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURERS | N ACCORDANCE
W TH TH S SECTI ON.

2. "QUT-OF-SERVI CE SOLAR PANEL" MEANS A SOLAR PANEL THAT IS REMOVED,
REPLACED OR OTHERW SE TAKEN OUT OF SERVI CE.

3. "QUALI FI ED CONTRACTOR' MEANS A PERSON ENGAGED IN THE BUSI NESS OF
| NSTALLATI ON, SERVICE OR REMOVAL OF SOLAR PANELS WHO EMPLOYS SEVEN OR
MORE SERVI CE TECHNI Cl ANS OR | NSTALLERS.

4. "QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TI ES" MEANS ANY MUNI Cl PAL CORPO-
RATI ON OR PLANNI NG UNI T AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 27-0107 OF THI' S ARTICLE,
OR COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF HEALTH.

5. "SOLAR PANEL" MEANS A BANK OF SOLAR CELLS THAT, WHEN EXPCSED TO
RADI ATI ON FROM THE SUN, CAN GENERATE HEATI NG OR ELECTRI CI TY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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6. "SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER' MEANS A PERSON WHO OANS OR OAMNED A NAME
BRAND OF ONE OR MORE SOLAR PANELS SOLD I N THE STATE.

7. "SOLAR PANEL RETAI LER" MEANS A PERSON WHO SELLS SOLAR PANELS OF ANY
KIND PRI MARILY TO HOVEOAMNERS OR OTHER NONPROFESSI ONALS THROUGH ANY SALE
OR DI STRI BUTI ON MECHANI SM | NCLUDI NG SALES USI NG THE | NTERNET OR CATA-
LOGS.

8. "SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALER' MEANS A PERSON WHO IS ENGAGED I N THE
DI STRI BUTI ON AND WHOLESALE SELLI NG OF SOLAR PANELS TO CONTRACTORS, AND
VWHOSE TOTAL WHOLESALE SALES ACCOUNT FOR ElI GHTY PERCENT OR MORE OF | TS
TOTAL SALES. A SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER IS NOT, BY VI RTUE OF MANUFACTUR-
I NG A SOLAR PANEL VWHOLESALER.

S 27-3103. SOLAR PANEL COLLECTI ON.

1. EACH SOLAR PANEL NMANUFACTURER SHALL, | NDI VI DUALLY OR COLLECTI VELY,
WTH OIHER SCOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURERS, ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN A PROGRAM
FOR THE COLLECTI ON, TRANSPORTATION, RECYCLING DI SPOSAL AND PROPER
MANAGEMENT OF OUT-OF-SERVICE SOLAR PANELS |IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

2. EACH SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER SHALL, | NDIVIDUALLY OR COLLECTI VELY
WTH OIHER SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURERS THROUGH A COLLECTI ON PROGRAM DO
THE FOLLOW NG

(A) ON AND AFTER JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, COWPILE A LI ST OF
SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALERS | N THE STATE.

(B) ESTABLI SH A SYSTEM TO COLLECT, TRANSPORT, RECYCLE, DI SPOSE AND
PROPERLY MANAGE QUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS FROM ALL COLLECTI ON SI TES.

(© NOT |INCLUDE ANY FEES OR OTHER CHARGES TO CONSUMERS OR PERSONS
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE PROGRAM

(D) BEQ NNI NG JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, CONDUCT EDUCATI ON
AND OQUTREACH EFFORTS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO THE FOLLOW NG

(1) ESTABLISH AND MAI NTAIN A PUBLI C WEBSI TE FOR THE DI SSEM NATI ON OF
EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS TO PROMOTE THE COLLECTI ON OF QUT- OF- SERVI CE  SOLAR
PANELS. THI S WEBSI TE SHALL | NCLUDE TEMPLATES OF THE EDUCATI ONAL MATERI -
ALS ON THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE IN A FORM AND FORVAT THAT CAN BE EASILY
DOMLOADED AND PRINTED. THE LINK TO TH S WEBSI TE SHALL BE PROVI DED TO
THE DEPARTMENT;

(1) CONTACT SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALERS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR TO ENCOURAGE
THEI R SUPPORT AND PARTI Cl PATI ON | N EDUCATI NG CUSTOVERS ON THE | MPORTANCE
OF STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS FOR THE COLLECTI ON AND PROPER MANAGEMENT OF
QUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS;

(1'11) CREATE AND MAI NTAI N A VEB- BASED PROGRAM THAT ALLOWS CONTRACTORS
AND CONSUMERS TO | DENTI FY COLLECTION SITES FOR OUJT-OF SERVICE SOLAR
PANELS IN THE STATE AND PROVIDE A LIST OF COLLECTION SITES TO THE
DEPARTMENT; AND

(1'V) DEVELOP | NFORVATI ONAL ARTI CLES, PRESS RELEASES, AND NEWS STORI ES
PERTAINING TO THE | MPORTANCE OF AND OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR COLLECTI NG AND
RECYCLI NG OUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS AND DI STRI BUTE THOSE MATERI ALS TO
TRADE PUBLI CATI ONS, LOCAL MEDI A, AND STAKEHOLDER GROUPS.

(E) ON OR BEFORE JULY FIRST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, DEVELOP AND
UPDATE AS NECESSARY EDUCATI ONAL AND OTHER OUTREACH MATERIALS FOR
DI STRIBUTION TO CONTRACTORS, CONTRACTOR ASSCOCIATI ONS AND CONSUMERS.
THESE MATERI ALS SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR USE BY PARTI Cl PATI NG SCLAR
PANEL WHOLESALERS, SOLAR PANEL RETAILERS, CONTRACTORS, AND QUALI FI ED
GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TI ES.  THE MATERI ALS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED
TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(1) SIGNAGE, SUCH AS POSTERS AND CLI NG SI GNAGE, THAT CAN BE PROM NENT-
LY DI SPLAYED TO PROMOTE THE COLLECTI ON OF QUT- OF- SERVI CE SCLAR PANELS TO
CONTRACTORS AND CONSUMERS; AND
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(1'l') WRITTEN MATERI ALS OR TEMPLATES OF MATERI ALS FOR REPRODUCTI ON BY
SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALERS AND SOLAR PANEL RETAI LERS TO BE PROVI DED TO
CUSTOVERS AT THE TI ME OF PURCHASE OR DELIVERY OF A SOLAR PANEL. THE
MATERI ALS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOI' BE LIMTED TO, | NFORVATI ON ON THE
| MPORTANCE OF PROPERLY MANAG NG OUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS AND OPPCRTU-
NI TIES FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF THESE SCOLAR PANELS.

(F) PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO REVI EW AND OFFER
FEEDBACK AND SUGCGESTI ONS ON THE COLLECTI ON PROGRAM

3. NO LATER THAN APRI L FI RST, TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN, AND NO LATER THAN
APRI L FI RST OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, EACH SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURER
SHALL, | NDI VI DUALLY OR CCLLECTI VELY WTH OTHER SCOLAR PANEL MANUFACTUR-
ERS, SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT ON I TS COLLECTI ON PROGRAM TO THE DEPARTMENT
COVERI NG THE ONE- YEAR PERI CD ENDI NG DECEMBER THI RTY-FI RST OF THE PREVI -
QUS YEAR  EACH REPORT SHALL BE POSTED ON THE MANUFACTURER S OR PROGRAM
OPERATOR S RESPECTI VE | NTERNET WEBSI TE. THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE
THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE NUMBER OF QOUT- OF- SERVI CE SCLAR PANELS COLLECTED AND MANAGED
UNDER THI' S SECTI ON DURI NG THE PREVI QUS CALENDAR YEAR,

(B) ALIST OF ALL SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALERS, CONTRACTORS, QUALIFIED
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TI ES, AND SOLAR PANEL RETAI LERS PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
THE PROGRAM AS SCOLAR PANEL COLLECTION SITES AND THE NUMBER OF
QUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS RETURNED BY EACH,

(G AN ACCOUNTI NG CF THE PROGRAM S ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS;

(D) A DESCRI PTI ON OF OQUTREACH STRATEG ES EMPLOYED UNDER PARAGRAPH (D)
OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON;

(E) EXAMPLES OF QOUTREACH AND EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS USED UNDER PARA-
GRAPH (D) OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON;

(F) THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE ADDRESS OF ADDRESSES WHERE THE ANNUAL REPORT
MAY BE VI EVED ONLI NE;

(G A DESCRI PTI ON OF HOW THE QUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS WERE MANAGED;

ANY MCDI FI CATI ONS THAT THE SOLAR PANEL NMANUFACTURER |I'S PLANNI NG TO
MAKE I N I TS COLLECTI ON PROGRAM AND

(1) THE | DENTIFI CATI ON OF A COLLECTI ON PROGRAM CONTACT AND THE BUSI -
NESS PHONE NUMBER, MNAI LI NG ADDRESS, AND E- MAI L ADDRESS FOR THE CONTACT.

4. ALL CONTRACTORS, SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALERS, SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTUR-
ERS, AND SOLAR PANEL RETAI LERS PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE PROGRAM SHALL HANDLE
AND MANAGE THE OUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS I N A MANNER THAT IS CONSI ST-
ENT WTH THE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE DI SPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTE.

5. ON AND AFTER JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, NO SCOLAR PANEL
VWHOLESALER SHALL SELL, OFFER TO SELL, DI STRI BUTE, OR OFFER TO DI STRI BUTE
SOLAR PANELS UNLESS THE VWHOLESALER PARTI Cl PATES AS A COLLECTI ON SI TE FOR
QUT- OF- SERVI CE  SOLAR PANELS OR REQUESTS AND RECEI VES A WAl VER FROM THE
DEPARTMENT FOLLOW NG A DEMONSTRATI ON THAT SUCH PARTI Cl PATI ON WOULD PCSE
AN UNDUE BURDEN.

S 27-3105. SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALER AND RETAI LER REQUI REMENTS.

NO SOLAR PANEL WHOLESALER OR SOLAR PANEL RETAI LER SHALL SELL, OFFER
FOR SALE OR DI STRIBUTE ANY SOLAR PANEL FOR FINAL SALE UNLESS THE
MANUFACTURER OF SUCH SCLAR PANEL |'S LI STED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE,
I N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF TH S TI TLE.

S 27-3107. DEPARTMENT RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.

1. NO LATER THAN JUNE FI RST, TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL MAINTAIN ON I TS VWEBSI TE | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE COLLECTI ON AND
PROPER MANAGEMENT OF OUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS IN THE STATE. THE
I NFORVATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A DESCRI PTION OF THE COLLECTI ON PROGRAMS ESTABLI SHED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON; AND
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(B) ALIST OF ALL SO.LAR PANEL WHOLESALERS, CONTRACTORS, QUALIFIED
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORI TI ES, AND SOLAR PANEL RETAI LERS PARTI Cl PATI NG I N
THE PROGRAM AS COLLECTI ON SI TES.

2.  NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TWENTY- ONE, THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL SUBM T A WRI TTEN REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE
REGARDI NG THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE COLLECTI ON PROGRAMS ESTABLI SHED UNDER
THI'S SECTION, | NFORMATI ON ON THE NUMBER OF QUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS
COLLECTED, HOW THE OUT- OF- SERVI CE SOLAR PANELS WERE MANAGED, AND AN
ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF SOLAR PANELS THAT ARE AVAILABLE FOR
COLLECTI ON. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL USE THI'S | NFORMATION TO RECOWVMEND
VHETHER THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHOULD BE EXTENDED, ALONG W TH
ANY OTHER STATUTORY CHANGES. | N PREPARING THE REPORT, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL CONSULT WTH SOLAR PANEL MANUFACTURERS, ENVI RONMENTAL ORGANI ZA-
TIONS, MUNI Cl PAL RECYCLERS, AND OTHER | NTEREST GROUPS.

S 27-3109. DI SPOCSAL PROHI BI TI ON.

1. NO TRANSPORTER SHALL KNOW NGLY COWM NGLE SOLAR PANELS WTH SOLID
WASTE OR RECYCLABLE MATERI ALS.

2. NO TRANSPORTER SHALL KNOW NGLY DELI VER SCLAR PANELS OR KNOW NGLY
CAUSE SUCH MATERI ALS TO BE DELI VERED TGO

(A) AN | NCl NERATOR;

(B) A LANDFI LL;

(©) A TRANSFER STATION; OR

(D) ANYONE WHO THE TRANSPORTER KNOAS OR SHOULD KNOW WLL ElI THER
COW NGLE SUCH MATERI ALS W TH OTHER SOLI D WASTE OR DELI VER SUCH MATERI -
ALS TO AN | NCl NERATOR OR A LANDFI LL FOR DI SPOSAL.

3. NO OPERATOR OF AN | NCI NERATOR OR A LANDFI LL SHALL KNOW NGLY ACCEPT
SOLAR PANELS FOR DI SPOSAL.

4. NO OPERATOR OF A TRANSFER STATI ON SHALL KNOW NGLY COW NGLE SOLAR
PANELS W TH OTHER SOLI D WASTE OR CAUSE SUCH MATERI ALS TO BE TRANSFERRED
TO AN | NCl NERATOR OR LANDFI LL FOR DI SPOSAL.

5. EACH LANDFILL AND TRANSFER STATI ON SHALL POST, I N A CONSPI CUOUS
LOCATI ON AT THE FACILITY, A SIGN STATING THAT SOLAR PANELS ARE NOT
ACCEPTED AT THE FACI LI TY.

S 3. a. Any person or contractor who replaces a solar panel froma
buil ding shall deliver the solar panel to an appropriate collection
site.

b. Any person or contractor who denolishes a building shall ensure
that all solar panels are renoved fromthe building prior to denolition
and shall dispose of the solar panels at a collection site.

c. Any departnment, authority, instrunentality, or nunicipal corpo-
ration of the state adm nistering a programthat involves the renoval or
repl acenent of solar panels as a result of any statutory requirenent,
shall inform contractors of their statutory obligations to deliver the
solar panels to a collection site and prohibiting the disposal of such
solar panels in a solid-waste facility.

d. Any contractor, organization or subcontractor of such organization,
who contracts with or receives funding or financing provided in whole or
in part by or through any departnent, agency, instrumentality, or poli-
tical subdivision of the state for the installati on, service, renoval or
handl i ng of solar panels, shall ensure the collection, transportation
and proper nmanagement of out-of-service sol ar panel s in accordance with
the provisions of title 31 of article 27 of the environnental conserva-
tion | aw

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately, and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2027.



