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STATE OF NEW YORK

812
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. BRESLIN, HASSELL- THOWPSON, KRUECGER, PARKER, SAMPSON,
STAVI SKY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to establish a task force to assess the public health inpact of
firearm violence and injury and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature finds and
declares that firearm injuries and deaths have reached epi dem ¢
proportions, wth firearm injuries ranked anong the top ten causes of
deat h anong all Americans, and as the | eadi ng cause of death anpbng young
African-Amrerican nales. The |egislature further finds and declares that
this epi denmic necessitates public policies which address firearm
violence and injury as a public health issue and that one critica
conmponent of such policies is an integrated and conprehensi ve statew de
effort to accurately docunent the origins, incidence and nature of
firearmviolence and injury in New York state.

The legislature also finds that dispersed and widely varied data and
information related to incidents of firearm violence are presently
coll ected by state and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies; and that inform-
tion and data related to the nature, severity and causes of firearm
injuries are also regularly conpiled by health care providers engaged in
the treatnment of such injuries. The legislature finds and declares that
a coordinated and fully integrated statew de network of data and infor-
mation is required to fully assess the public health inpact of firearm
violence and injury in New York state and to formulate policies to
conmbat such violence and injury in the protection of public health.

The | egi sl ature hereby establishes a task force to devise a statew de
network of data and information related to firearmviol ence and inju-
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ries. The task force will coordinate the integration of data conpiled by
| aw enf orcenent agencies and health care providers, related to firearm
violence and injury. This task force will be conprised of appropriate
stat e agency personnel, |aw enforcenment authorities, health care provid-
ers, and experts in the fields of epidem ology and ballistics. The task
force will assess the nature and current nethods by which data related
to firearmviolence and injury are conpiled and reported by | aw enforce-
ment agencies and health care providers. The task force shall recomend
any changes in the nature or manner in which such data is conpiled and
reported, to facilitate an on-going, statew de assessnment of the public
health i npact of firearmviolence and injury in New York state.

S 2. An eight nenber task force is hereby established to assess
current data and information conpiled by | aw enforcenent personnel and
health providers related to incidents of firearm violence and injury,
and to recomend nechanisnms by which an integrated, statew de data
coll ection and tracking system nmay be established to assess the public
heal t h i mpact of such violence and injury.

S 3. The task force shall be conprised of the comm ssioners of the
departnment of health and the division of crimnal justice services, who
may designhate representatives to act on their behalf.

The comm ssioner of the departnment of health or the designee thereof,
shall chair the task force. The governor shall appoint two nenbers to
the task force: one nenber shall be an epi dem ol ogi st experienced in the
study of firearminjuries and one nenber shall be an expert in firearm
ballistics. The tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly shall each appoint one nenber to the task force who shall be a
menber of a state or local |aw enforcenment agency. The mnority | eaders
of the senate and assenbly shall each appoint one nenber to the task
force, who shall be a health care provider regularly engaged in the
treatment of firearminjuries. Admnistrative duties of the task force
shall be the responsibility of the departnent of health.

S 4. The task force shall provide a report to the governor and the
| egi sl ature on or before January 15, 2017. Such report shall i nclude:

(a) an identification of the data and informational needs associated
with an assessnent of firearmviolence and injury as an issue of public
health in New York state

(b) an identification of any differences anong state and |local |aw
enforcenent agencies in the collection and reporting of information and
data related to firearmviolence and injury, the basis for any such
di fferences, and how such differences nay be addressed;

(c) an identification of any differences anong health care providers
and in particular, energency nedical services providers, with regard to
the collection and reporting of firearminjury data and i nformation, the
basis for such differences, and how such differences nay be addressed;

(d) an assessnment of the need for inproved epidem ol ogi cal data and
i nformati on concerning firearminjuries, including information on the
frequency and distribution of such injuries and the specific types of
firearns associated with various injuries;

(e) an identification of any opportunities for, or barriers to, a nore
uni form st at ewi de approach to the collection and reporting of data and
information from both | aw enforcenent agencies and health care provid-
ers, concerning incidents of firearmviolence and injury, with full and
proper regard to the protection of the rights of victins of such
violence and injury and the rights of crimnal defendants;

(f) a recormendation of a state agency to assune responsibility for
the planning and coordination of a statewide data and informtion
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network conprised of firearmviolence and injury data as reported from
state and |local |aw enforcenent agencies and health care providers, and
designed to be used in forrmulating public health strategies to deter
firearmviol ence and injuries; and

(g) an identification of public health policies and strategi es which
may arise froma statewide data and information network on firearm
violence and injuries, and focused on the prevention of such viol ence
and injuries.

The task force shall neet as frequently as its business nmy require
and nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in performance of their duties.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire on Febru-
ary 1, 2017 when it shall be deened repeal ed.



