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STATE OF NEW YORK

7936
I N SENATE
May 26, 2016

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to amend the education |law, the social services law, the limted
liability conpany |law and the partnership law, in relation to the
licensing of vision inpairnment specialists; and providing for the
repeal of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 168 to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 168
VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI STS
SECTI ON 8900. | NTRODUCTI ON.
8901. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
8902. USE OF TI TLES.
8903. STATE BOARD FOR VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI STS.
8904. REQUI REMENTS FOR A LI CENSE WTH A SPECI ALI ZATION AS AN
ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI ST.
8905. REQUIREMENTS FOR A LICENSE WTH A SPECI ALI ZATION AS A
VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPI ST.
8906. LI M TED PERM TS.
8907. EXEMPT PERSONS.
8908. SPECI AL PROVI SI ONS.
8909. SEPARABI LI TY.

S 8900. | NTRODUCTION. THI S ARTI CLE APPLI ES TO THE PROFESSI ON OF VI SI ON
| MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI STS, AND PROVI DES FOR THE LI CENSING OF ORI ENTATI ON
AND MOBILITY SPECIALISTS AND VISION REHABILITATION THERAPI STS. THE
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS FOR ALL PROFESSI ONS CONTAI NED | N ARTI CLE ONE  HUNDRED
TH RTY OF THIS TI TLE SHALL APPLY TO THI S ARTI CLE.

S 8901. DEFI NI TIONS. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. THE PRACTICE OF "VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST* SHALL MEAN PROVI DI NG
ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATI ON OF, AND TRAI NI NG FOR, PERSONS WHO ARE VI SUALLY
| MPAl RED WHEN SUCH ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ON AND TRAI NI NG | NCORPORATES THE
FULL RANGE OF SPECI ALI ZED SKI LLS AND TASKS SUBSUMED IN THE SPECI ALI ZA-
TIONS OF THE PROFESSI ON DEFINED I N THI S SECTI ON AS: (A) ORI ENTATI ON AND
MOBI LI TY TRAINING AND (B) VISION REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPY. SUCH SERVI CES

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD14788- 02- 6
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SHALL BE RENDERED ON THE PRESCRI PTI ON OR REFERRAL VH CH MAY BE DI RECTI VE
AS TO TREATMENT BY A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN, NURSE PRACTI Tl ONER, OPHTHALMCOL-
O3 ST OR OPTOMETRI ST, PROVI DED HOANEVER THAT NO SUCH TREATMENT DI RECTI VE
AND LOW VISION EXAM NATION SHALL BE REQUI RED WHEN THE PERSON BEI NG
REFERRED HAS BEEN DI AGNCSED W THI N THE PREVI QUS TWELVE MONTHS AS VI SUAL-
LY | MPAI RED, BLIND OR LEGALLY BLIND AS THOSE TERMS ARE DEFI NED | N SUBDI -
VISION SI X OF TH S SECTI ON AND SUCH SERVI CES ARE BElI NG RENDERED CONSI ST-
ENT WTH THAT DI AGNCSI S, PRESCRI PTI ON OR REFERRAL. VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON
THERAPI STS, AND ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI STS MAY NOT PRESCRI BE
OPTI CAL LOW VI SI ON DEVI CES.

2. THE PRACTICE OF "VISION | MPAI RMENT SPECI ALI ST" SHALL MEAN ONE WHO
SPECI ALI ZES I N ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY TRAI NI NG ANDY OR VI SI ON REHABI LI -
TATI ON THERAPY.

3. THE PRACTI CE OF " ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY TRAI NI NG' SHALL MEAN:

(A) THE ASSESSMENT OF | NDI VI DUAL NEEDS OF PERSONS WHO ARE VI SUALLY
| MPAIRED FOR SKILLS TRAINING | N METHODS OF SAFE MOVEMENT AND | N STRATE-
G ES TO GATHER REQUI RED ENVI RONVENTAL AND SPATI AL | NFORVATION, (B) THE
DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE | NTEGRATED SERVI CE PLANS TAI LORED TO MEET
SUCH | NDI VI DUAL NEEDS AS | DENTI FI ED I N SUCH ASSESSMENT PROCESS; (C) THE
PROVI SION OF TRAINING IN, AND UTI LI ZATION OF (1) EQU PVMENT AND ADAPTI VE
DEVI CES | NTENDED AND DESI GNED FOR USE BY PERSONS WHO ARE VI SUALLY
| MPAIRED, AND (11) SPECIALIZED TECHNI QUES ADAPTED FOR PERSONS WHO ARE
VI SUALLY | MPAI RED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT' LIMTED TO ORI ENTATION, SENSORY
DEVELOPMENT;  SYSTEMS OF SAFE MOVEMENT, | NCLUDI NG LONG CANE TECHNI QUES;
RESOURCE | DENTI FI CATI ON AND, AS APPROPRI ATE, PROFESSI ONAL REFERRALS;
AND, | N APPLI ED SETTI NGS, REI NFORCI NG | NSTRUCTI ON FOR THE USE OF OPTI CAL
DEVI CES AS PRESCRI BED BY OPTOVETRI STS AND OPHTHALMOLOG STS; AND (D) THE
EVALUATI ON OF CLI ENTS RECEI VI NG SUCH SPECI ALI ZED TRAI NI NG,

4. THE PRACTI CE OF "VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPY" SHALL MEAN: (A) THE
ASSESSMVENT OF | NDI VI DUAL NEEDS OF PERSONS WHO ARE VI SUALLY | MPAI RED FOR
SKI'LLS TRAI NI NG | N | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG AND COVMUNI CATI ONS; (B) THE DEVEL-
OPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE | NTEGRATED SERVI CE PLANS TAI LORED TO MEET SUCH
| NDI VI DUAL NEEDS AS I DENTIFIED IN SUCH ASSESSMENT PROCESS; (C) THE
PROVI SION OF TRAINING IN, AND UTI LI ZATION OF (1) EQU PVMENT AND ADAPTI VE
DEVI CES | NTENDED AND DESI GNED FOR USE BY PERSONS WHO ARE VI SUALLY
| MPAI RED, | NCLUDING IN APPLIED SETTI NGS, REINFORCI NG | NSTRUCTI ON FOR
THE USE OF OPTI CAL DEVI CES AS PRESCRI BED BY OPTOVETRI STS OR OPHTHALMOLO-
G STS, AND (I11) SPECI ALI ZED TECHNI QUES ADAPTED FOR PERSONS WHO ARE VI SU-
ALLY | MPAI RED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO BRAI LLE AND OTHER COVMUNI -
CATI ON SKI LLS; ADAPTED COVPUTER TECHNOLOGY; PERSONAL MANAGEMENT SKI LLS;
HOVE MANAGEMENT SKI LLS; PROBLEM SOLVI NG SKI LLS; RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND,
AS APPROPRI ATE, PROFESSI ONAL REFERRALS; AND (D) THE EVALUATION OF
PERSONS RECEI VI NG SUCH SPECI ALI ZED TRAI NI NG

5. "APPLIED SETTINGS" MEANS THOSE LOCATI ONS WHERE PERSONS WHO ARE
VI SUALLY | MPAI RED ENGAGE | N DAY-TO- DAY ACTIVITIES UTILIZING THE TOCLS
SUPPLI ED AND TECHNI QUES TAUGHT BY THE LI CENSED PRACTI TI ONERS DEFI NED | N
TH S ARTI CLE.

6. "VISUALLY | MPAI RED" MEANS A PERSON WHO IS TOTALLY BLIND, LEGALLY
BLI ND OR PARTI ALLY SI GHTED. A PERSON WHO | S TOTALLY BLIND IS ONE WHO HAS
NO USEABLE VISION. A PERSON WHO IS LEGALLY BLIND IS ONE WHO SATI SFI ES
THE DEFI NI TI ON SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SION B OF SECTION THREE OF CHAPTER
FOUR HUNDRED FI FTEEN OF THE LAWS OF NI NETEEN HUNDRED THI RTEEN. A PERSON
VWHO IS PARTI ALLY SI GHTED IS ONE WHO HAS FUNCTI ONAL VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT
THAT CONSTI TUTES A SI GNI FI CANT LI M TATI ON OF VI SUAL CAPABI LI TY RESULTI NG
FROM DI SEASE, TRAUMA, OR CONGEN TAL CONDI Tl QN, THAT CANNOT BE FULLY
AMELI ORATED BY STANDARD REFRACTI VE CORRECTI ON, MEDI CATI ON, OR SURGERY,



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 7936 3

AND THAT |S MANI FESTED BY ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG | NSUFFI CI ENT
VI SUAL RESOLUTI ON, | NADEQUATE FI ELD OF VI SI ON OR REDUCED PEAK CONTRAST
SENSI TI VI TY.

7. "BOARD' SHALL MEAN THE STATE BOARD FOR VI SI ON | MPAI RVMENT SPECI AL-
| STS AS PROVI DED FOR I N SECTI ON ElI GHTY- NI NE THOUSAND THREE OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

S 8902. USE OF TITLES. ONLY A PERSON LI CENSED OR OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED
UNDER THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO PRACTICE AS A VISION | MPAI R-
MENT SPECIALIST OR USE THE TITLE "LI CENSED ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY
SPECI ALI ST" OR "LI CENSED VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPI ST" | N CONNECTI ON
WTH HS OR HER NAME OR W TH ANY TRADE NAME |N THE CONDUCT OF H S OR HER
PROFESSI ON.

S 8903. STATE BOARD FOR VI SI ON | MPAI RMENT SPECI ALI STS. A STATE BOARD
FOR VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI STS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE BOARD OF
REGENTS UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE COWMM SSI ONER FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ASSI STI NG THE BOARD OF REGENTS AND THE DEPARTMENT ON MATTERS OF PROFES-
SIONAL LI CENSING AND PROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON
SI XTY-FI VE HUNDRED EI GHT OF THI'S TI TLE. THE BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF NOT
LESS THAN NI NE | ND VI DUALS, TWO OF WHOM SHALL BE LI CENSED ORI ENTATI ON
AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI STS, TWO OF WHOM SHALL BE LI CENSED VI SI ON REHABI LI -
TATI ON THERAPI STS, ONE OPHTHALMOLOGQ ST, ONE OPTOMETRI ST, ONE PUBLIC
REPRESENTATI VE AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH B OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON
SI XTY-FI VE HUNDRED EI GHT OF THI'S TI TLE AND TWO OF WHOM SHALL BE BLIND
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE PUBLIC AT LARGE WHOSE NAMES W LL BE PLACED IN
NOM NATI ON FOR THE BOARD FROM ORGANI ZATIONS OF THE BLIND OR VI SUALLY
| MPAI RED. MEMBERS OF THE | NI TI AL BOARD NEED NOT BE LI CENSED OR CERTI FI ED
PRIOR TO THEIR APPAO NTMENT TO THE BOARD, SO LONG AS THEY ARE CERTI FI ED
BY A NATI ONAL CERTI FYI NG OR ACCREDI TI NG BOARD, ACCEPTABLE TO THE DEPART-
MENT. OF THE MEMBERS FI RST APPO NTED, TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A THREE
YEAR TERM THREE SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A FOUR YEAR TERM AND THREE
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR A FIVE YEAR TERM THEREAFTER ALL MEMBERS SHALL
SERVE FOR FI VE YEAR TERMS. I N THE EVENT THAT MORE THAN ElI GHT MEMBERS ARE
APPO NTED, A MAJORITY OF THE ADDI TI ONAL MEMBERS SHALL BE LI CENSED ORI EN-
TATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI STS AND LI CENSED VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THER-
API STS. THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL SELECT ONE OF THEMSELVES AS CHAI R
TO SERVE FOR A ONE YEAR TERM AN EXECUTI VE SECRETARY SHALL BE APPO NTED
BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS UPON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE COWM SS|I ONER

S 8904. REQU REMENTS FOR A LI CENSE W TH A SPECI ALI ZATI ON AS AN ORI EN-
TATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI ST. TO QUALIFY FOR A LICENSE AS AN ORI EN
TATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI ST, AN APPLI CANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG
REQUI REMENTS:

1. APPLI CATION: FILE AN APPLI CATI ON W TH THE DEPARTIMENT;

2. EDUCATI ON: HAVE SATI SFACTORI LY COVPLETED AN APPROVED CURRI CULUM | N
ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SERVI CES | NCLUDI NG VI SUAL DI SABI LI TIES, VI SI ON
EDUCATI ON, VI SI ON | MPAI RVMENT OR OTHER EQUI VALENT PROGRAM | N A BACCALAU-
REATE OR GRADUATE LEVEL PROGRAM OR A FOREI GN EQUI VALENT, SATI SFACTORY TO
THE DEPARTMENT AND I N ACCORDANCE WTH THE COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS;
AND

3. EXAM NATI ON:  PASS AN EXAM NATI ON SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS;

4. AGE: BE AT LEAST TWENTY- ONE YEARS OF AGE;

5. CHARACTER: BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPART-
VENT; AND

6. REG STRATION: ALL LICENSED ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY SPECI ALI STS
SHALL REGQ STER TRI ENNI ALLY W TH THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ON.
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7. FEE: A FEE OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE AND A FEE
OF ONE HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR EACH TRI ENNI AL REG STRATI ON PERI OD.

S 8905. REQUI REMENTS FOR A LI CENSE W TH A SPECI ALI ZATI ON AS A VI SI ON
REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPI ST. TO QUALI FY FOR A LI CENSE AS A VI SI ON REHABI LI -
TATI ON THERAPI ST AN APPL| CANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS:

1. APPLI CATION: FILE AN APPLI CATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT;

2. EDUCATI ON: HAVE SATI SFACTORI LY COVPLETED AN APPROVED CURRI CULUM | N
VI SI ON  REHABI LI TATI ON  THERAPY | NCLUDI NG VI SUAL DI SABI LI TI ES, VI SI ON
EDUCATI ON, VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT OR OTHER EQUI VALENT PROGRAM I N A BACCALAU-
REATE OR GRADUATE LEVEL PROGRAM OR A FORElI GN EQUI VALENT, SATI SFACTORY
TO THE DEPARTMENT AND | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE COWMM SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS;

3. EXAM NATI ON: PASS AN EXAM NATI ON SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS;

4. AGE: BE AT LEAST TWENTY- ONE YEARS OF AGE;

5. CHARACTER: BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPART-
VENT; AND

6. REGQ STRATI ON: ALL LI CENSED VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPI STS SHALL
REG STER TRI ENNI ALLY W TH THE DEPARTMENT | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE COW S-
SI ONER' S REGULATI ONS.

7. FEE: A FEE OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR AN I NI TI AL LI CENSE AND A FEE
OF ONE HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR EACH TRI ENNI AL REG STRATI ON PERI OD.

S 8906. LIMTED PERMTS. THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS FOR A LI M TED
PERM T SHALL APPLY TO ALL PROFESSI ONS LI CENSED OR CERTI FI ED PURSUANT TO
TH S ARTI CLE:

1. ON THE RECOMVENDATION OF THE BOARD, THE DEPARTMENT MAY | SSUE A
LIMTED PERM T TO AN APPLI CANT WHO MEETS THE EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR
LI CENSURE, EXCEPT THE EXAM NATION AND/ OR EXPERI ENCE REQUI REMENTS, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED THEREFOR.

2. LIMTED PERM TS SHALL BE FOR ONE YEAR AND MAY BE RENEVED, AT THE
DI SCRETI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT, FOR ONE ADDI TI ONAL YEAR.

3. THE FEE FOR EACH LIMTED PERMT AND FOR EACH RENEWAL SHALL BE
SEVENTY DOLLARS.

4. A LIMTED PERM T HOLDER SHALL PRACTI CE ONLY UNDER SUPERVI SION AS
DETERM NED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE COWM SSI ONER S REGULATI ONS.

S 8907. EXEMPT PERSONS. TH S ARTI CLE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO AFFECT
OR PREVENT THE FOLLOW NG, PROVI DED THAT NO TI TLE, SIGN, CARD OR DEVICE
SHALL BE USED | N SUCH MANNER AS TO TEND TO CONVEY THE | MPRESSI ON THAT
THE PERSON RENDERING SUCH SERVICE |S A LICENSED VISION | MPAI RVENT
SPECI ALI ST:

1. THE PRACTICE OF LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAI RVMENT SPECI ALI ST AS AN | NTE-
GRAL PART OF A PROGRAM OF STUDY BY STUDENTS ENROLLED I N APPROVED EDUCA-
TIONAL OR TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS | N (A) ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY TRAI NI NG OR
(B) VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPY.

2. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT THE
SCOPES OF PRACTICE OF ANY OTHER PROFESSI ON LI CENSED UNDER THI' S TI TLE;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH PRACTI TI ONERS MAY NOT HOLD THEMSELVES OUT
UNDER THE TITLES "LICENSED VISION | MPAIRVENT SPEC ALI ST', AND/ OR
“LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST WTH A SPECI ALI ZATION I N ORI EN-
TATI ON AND MOBI LI TY", AND/ OR "LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAl RVENT SPECI ALI ST W TH
A SPECI ALI ZATION I'N VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON THERAPY" .

3. NOTHING IN THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS PROH BI TI NG A PERSON
FROM PERFORM NG THE DUTI ES OF A LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT  SPECI ALI ST,
IN THE COURSE OF SUCH EMPLOYMENT, |F SUCH PERSON | S EMPLOYED BY A FEDER-
AL, STATE, COUNTY OR MUNI CI PAL AGENCY, OR OTHER PCLI TI CAL | NSTI TUTI ON.

4. TH'S ARTICLE SHALL NOTI' BE CONSTRUED TO PRCHI BI T CARE DELI VERED BY
ANY FAM LY MEMBER, HOUSEHOLD MEMBER OR FRI END, OR PERSON EMPLOYED PRI MA-
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RILY I N A DOVESTI C CAPACI TY WHO DOES NOT HOLD HI MSELF OR HERSELF OQUT, OR
ACCEPT EMPLOYMENT, AS A PERSON LI CENSED TO PRACTICE AS A VISION | MPAI R-
MENT SPECI ALI ST UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE; PROVI DED, HOWEVER
THAT | F SUCH PERSON | S REMUNERATED, THE PERSON DOES NOT HOLD HI MBELF OR
HERSELF OUT AS ONE WHO ACCEPTS EMPLOYMENT FOR PERFORM NG SUCH CARE

5. THE I NSTRUCTION IN THE USE OF A DOG GUI DE

6. NOTHHNG IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS PRCOH BITING A
LI CENSED TEACHER OF THE VISUALLY | MPAI RED FROM PERFORM NG ANY OF THE
DUTI ES, TASKS OR RESPONSI BI LI TIES W THI N THAT SCOPE OF PRACTI CE

7. THE I NSTRUCTION I N THE USE OF BRAI LLE

S 8908. SPECI AL PROVI SIONS. AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS
FOR A LI CENSE AS A LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST W TH A SPECI AL-
| ZATI ON | N ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBI LI TY AND/ OR VI SI ON REHABI LI TATI ON, EXCEPT
FOR EXAM NATI ON, EXPERI ENCE AND EDUCATION, AND WHO IS CERTI FI ED OR
REG STERED BY A NATI ONAL CERTI FYI NG BODY HAVI NG CERTI FI CATION OR REd S-
TRATI ON  STANDARDS ACCEPTABLE TO THE COWM SSI ONER, OR AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO
HAS WORKED AS A VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST FOCUSED ON VI SI ON REHABI LI -
TATI ON THERAPY AND/ OR ORI ENTATI ON AND MOBILITY IN A WORKPLACE SETTI NG
VHCH IS PRI MARILY DEVOTED TO THE TREATMENT OF | NDI VI DUALS W TH VI SI ON
LOSS AND BLI NDNESS FOR AT LEAST THREE YEARS, MAY BE LICENSED, W THOUT
MEETI NG ADDI TI ONAL REQUI REMENTS AS TO EXAM NATI ON, EXPERI ENCE AND EDUCA-
TION, PROVIDED THAT SUCH |IND VIDUAL SUBM TS AN APPLI CATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT W THI N THREE YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON

S 8909. SEPARABILITY. IF ANY SECTION OF THI S ARTI CLE, OR PART THEREOF
SHALL BE ADJUDGED BY ANY COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON TO BE | NVALI D
SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL NOT AFFECT, | MPAI R OR | NVALI DATE THE REMAI NDER OF
ANY OTHER SECTI ON OR PART THEREOF.

S 2. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section
6503-a of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 554 of the | aws of
2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) services provided under article one hundred fifty-four, one
hundred sixty-three [or], one hundred sixty-seven OR ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED
SI XTY-EI GHT of this title for which |icensure would be required, or

S 3. Paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 6507 of the education
| aw, as anended by chapter 554 of the |aws of 2013, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

a. Establish standards for preprofessional and professional education,
experience and |licensing exam nations as required to inplenent the arti-
cle for each profession. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of |aw, the
commi ssi oner shall establish standards requiring that all persons apply-
ing, on or after January first, nineteen hundred ninety-one, initially,
or for the renewal of, a license, registration or limted permt to be a
physi ci an, chiropractor, dentist, registered nurse, podiatrist, optone-
trist, psychi atrist, psychologist, licensed naster social worker,
licensed clinical social worker, licensed creative arts therapist,
licensed marriage and famly therapist, |icensed nental health counse-
lor, licensed psychoanalyst, dental hygienist, i censed behavi or
analyst, [or] certified behavior analyst assistant OR LI CENSED VI SI ON
| MPAI RVMENT SPECI ALI ST shall, in addition to all the other Ilicensure,
certification or permt requirenents, have conpleted two hours of
coursework or training regarding the identification and reporting of
child abuse and maltreatnent. The coursework or training shall be
obtained froman institution or provider which has been approved by the
departnment to provide such coursework or training. The coursework or
training shall include information regarding the physical and behavi ora
i ndicators of child abuse and maltreatnent and the statutory reporting
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requirenents set out in sections four hundred thirteen through four
hundred twenty of the social services law, including but not Iimted to,
when and how a report nust be nade, what other actions the reporter is
mandated or authorized to take, the legal protections afforded repor-
ters, and the consequences for failing to report. Such coursework or
training may also include information regarding the physical and behav-
ioral indicators of the abuse of individuals with nmental retardation and
ot her devel opnmental disabilities and voluntary reporting of abused or
neglected adults to the office of nental retardati on and devel opnent al
disabilities or the local adult protective services unit. Each applicant
shall provide the departnment with docunentati on showi ng that he or she
has conpleted the required training. The departnent shall provide an
exenption fromthe child abuse and nmaltreatnment training requirenents to
any applicant who requests such an exenption and who shows, to the
departnment's satisfaction, that there would be no need because of the
nature of his or her practice for himor her to conplete such training;

S 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 413 of the socia
services |aw, as separately anended by chapters 126 and 205 of the |aws
of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) The follow ng persons and officials are required to report or
cause a report to be made in accordance with this title when they have
reasonabl e cause to suspect that a child comng before them in their
professional or official capacity is an abused or maltreated child, or
when they have reasonabl e cause to suspect that a child is an abused or
maltreated child where the parent, guardi an, custodi an or other person
| egally responsible for such child conmes before them in their profes-
sional or official capacity and states from personal know edge facts,
conditions or circunstances which, if correct, would render the child an
abused or maltreated child: any physician; registered physician assist-
ant; surgeon; nedical examner; coroner; dentist; dental hygienist;
osteopath; optonetrist; chiropractor; podiatrist; resident; intern;
psychol ogi st; regi stered nurse; social worker; energency nedical techni-
cian; licensed creative arts therapist; licensed marriage and famly
therapist; licensed nental health counselor; |icensed psychoanalyst;
i censed behavi or anal yst; certified behavior analyst assistant;
LI CENSED VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST; hospital personnel engaged in the
adm ssion, exanm nation, care or treatnent of persons; a Christian
Sci ence practitioner; school official, which includes but is not limted
to school teacher, school guidance counselor, school psychol ogi st,
school social worker, school nurse, school adm nistrator or other schoo
personnel required to hold a teaching or admnistrative |icense or
certificate; full or part-tinme conpensated school enployee required to
hol d a tenporary coaching |icense or professional coaching certificate;
social services worker; director of a children's overnight canp, sumer
day canp or traveling sumer day canp, as such canps are defined in
section thirteen hundred ninety-two of the public health |law, day care
center worker; school-age child care worker; provider of famly or group
famly day care; enployee or volunteer in a residential care facility
for children that 1is licensed, certified or operated by the office of
children and famly services; or any other child care or foster care
wor ker; nmental health professional; substance abuse counsel or; al cohol -
i smcounsel or; all persons credentialed by the office of alcoholism and
subst ance abuse services; peace officer; police officer; district attor-
ney or assistant district attorney; investigator enployed in the office
of a district attorney; or other |aw enforcenent official.
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S 5. Section 6505-b of the education |aw, as amended by chapter 477 of
the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:
S 6505-b. Course work or training in infection control practices.

Every dentist, registered nurse, Ilicensed practical nurse, VISION
| MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST, podiatrist, optonetrist and dental hygienist
practicing in the state shall, on or before July first, nineteen hundred

ni nety-four and every four years thereafter, conplete course work or
training appropriate to the professional's practice approved by the
departnment regarding infection control and barrier precautions, includ-

i ng engi neering and work practice controls, in accordance with regul ato-

ry standards pronulgated by the departnent, in consultation with the
department of health, which shall be consistent, as far as appropriate,

with such standards adopted by the departnent of health pursuant to
section two hundred thirty-nine of the public health |law to prevent the
transmssion of HV, HBV or HCV in the course of professional practice.

Each such professional shall docunent to the departnent at the tine of

registration comencing with the first registration after July first,

ni net een hundred ni nety-four that the professional has conpleted course
work or training in accordance with this section, provided, however that

a professional subject to the provisions of paragraph (f) of subdivision
one of section twenty-eight hundred five-k of the public health | aw
shall not be required to so docunent. The departnment shall provide an
exenption fromthis requirenent to anyone who requests such an exenption
and who (i) clearly denonstrates to the departnment's satisfaction that

there would be no need for himor her to conplete such course work or
trai ni ng because of the nature of his or her practice or (ii) that he or
she has conpl eted course work or training deened by the departnment to be
equivalent to the <course work or training approved by the departnment

pursuant to this section. The departnent shall consult wth organiza-

tions representative of professions, institutions and those with exper-

tise in infection control and HV, HBV and HCV with respect to the regu-

| at ory standards pronul gated pursuant to this section.

S 6. Subdivision (a) of section 1203 of the limted liability conpany
law, as anended by chapter 475 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(a) Notwi thstanding the education |law or any other provision of |[aw,
one or nore professionals each of whomis authorized by law to render a
prof essional service within the state, or one or nore professionals, at
| east one of whomis authorized by |law to render a professional service
within the state, may form or <cause to be formed, a professiona
service limted liability conmpany for pecuniary profit under this arti-
cle for the purpose of rendering the professional service or services as
such professionals are authorized to practice. Wth respect to a profes-
sional service limted liability conpany forned to provide nedica
services as such services are defined in article 131 of the education
| aw, each menber of such limted liability conpany nust be |icensed
pursuant to article 131 of the education law to practice nedicine in
this state. Wth respect to a professional service Ilimted Iliability
conpany fornmed to provide dental services as such services are defined
in article 133 of the education |aw, each nenber of such limted |iabil-
ity conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant to article 133 of the education
law to practice dentistry in this state. Wth respect to a professiona
service limted liability conpany forned to provide veterinary services
as such services are defined in article 135 of the education |aw, each
menber of such limted liability conpany nust be Ilicensed pursuant to
article 135 of the education law to practice veterinary nedicine in this
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state. Wth respect to a professional service |imted liability conpany
formed to provide professional engineering, |and surveying, architec-
tural, |andscape architectural and/or geological services as such
services are defined in article 145, article 147 and article 148 of the
education | aw, each nenber of such limted Iliability conmpany nust be
licensed pursuant to article 145, article 147 and/or article 148 of the
education law to practice one or nore of such professions in this state.
Wth respect to a professional service |imted liability conpany forned
to provide licensed clinical social work services as such services are
defined in article 154 of the education |aw, each nenber of such linmted
liability conpany shall be licensed pursuant to article 154 of the
education law to practice licensed clinical social work in this state.
Wth respect to a professional service |imted liability conpany forned
to provide creative arts therapy services as such services are defined
in article 163 of the education |aw, each nenber of such limted |iabil-
ity conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant to article 163 of the education
law to practice creative arts therapy in this state. Wth respect to a

prof essional service limted liability conpany forned to provi de
marriage and famly therapy services as such services are defined in
article 163 of the education |aw, each nmenber of such limted liability

conmpany mnust be |icensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to
practice marriage and famly therapy in this state. Wth respect to a
prof essional service limted liability conpany formed to provide nental
health counseling services as such services are defined in article 163
of the education |law, each nenber of such limted liability conpany mnust
be licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice
mental health counseling in this state. Wth respect to a professiona

service limted liability conpany formed to provide psychoanalysis
services as such services are defined in article 163 of the education
| aw, each nmenber of such limted liability conpany nust be |icensed

pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice psychoanal ysis
inthis state. Wth respect to a professional service |[imted liability
conpany formed to provide applied behavior analysis services as such
services are defined in article 167 of the education |aw, each nenber of
such imted liability conpany nmust be licensed or certified pursuant to
article 167 of the education law to practice applied behavior analysis
inthis state. WTH RESPECT TO A PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CE LI M TED LI ABI LI TY
COVPANY FORMED TO PROVI DE VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST SERVI CES AS SUCH
SERVI CES ARE DEFI NED I N ARTI CLE 168 OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW EACH MEMBER OF
SUCH LIMTED LI ABILITY COMWPANY MUST BE LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE 168
OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW TO PRACTI CE AS A VI SION | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALIST IN
THI'S STATE. In addition to engaging in such profession or professions, a
prof essional service limted liability conmpany may engage in any other
busi ness or activities as to which alimted liability conpany my be
formed under section two hundred one of this chapter. Notw thstanding
any other provision of this section, a professional service limted
liability conpany (i) authorized to practice |law may only engage in
anot her profession or business or activities or (ii) which is engaged in
a profession or other business or activities other than law my only
engage in the practice of law, to the extent not prohibited by any other
| aw of this state or any rul e adopted by the appropriate appellate divi-
sion of the suprene court or the court of appeals.

S 7. Subdivision (b) of section 1207 of the limted liability conpany
| aw, as anended by chapter 475 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended to read
as foll ows:
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(b) Wth respect to a professional service limted liability conpany
formed to provide nmedical services as such services are defined in arti -
cle 131 of the education |aw, each nenber of such limted liability
conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant to article 131 of the education law to
practice nmedicine in this state. Wth respect to a professional service
limted liability conpany forned to provide dental services as such
services are defined in article 133 of the education | aw, each nmenber of
such limted liability conpany nust be |licensed pursuant to article 133
of the education law to practice dentistry in this state. Wth respect
to a professional service limted liability conpany formed to provide
veterinary services as such services are defined in article 135 of the
education law, each nenber of such limted liability conmpany nust be
i censed pursuant to article 135 of the education |law to practice veter-
inary medicine in this state. Wth respect to a professional service
limted liability conpany formed to provide professional engineering,
| and surveying, architectural, |andscape architectural and/or geol ogica
services as such services are defined in article 145, article 147 and
article 148 of the education |law, each nenber of such limted liability
conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant to article 145, article 147 and/or
article 148 of the weducation law to practice one or nore of such
professions in this state. Wth respect to a professional service limt-

ed liability conmpany formed to provide Ilicensed clinical social work
services as such services are defined in article 154 of the education
| aw, each nmenber of such limted liability conpany shall be |icensed

pursuant to article 154 of the education law to practice |licensed clin-
ical social work in this state. Wth respect to a professional service

limted liability conpany formed to provide creative arts therapy
services as such services are defined in article 163 of the education
law, each nmenber of such limted liability conmpany nust be |icensed

pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice creative arts
therapy in this state. Wth respect to a professional service limted
liability conpany formed to provide marriage and fanm |y therapy services
as such services are defined in article 163 of the education |aw, each

menber of such limted liability conpany nust be |licensed pursuant to
article 163 of the education law to practice marriage and famly therapy
inthis state. Wth respect to a professional service limted liability

conpany fornmed to provide nental health counseling services as such
services are defined in article 163 of the education | aw, each nenber of
such imted liability conpany nmust be |icensed pursuant to article 163
of the education law to practice nental health counseling in this state.

Wth respect to a professional service limted liability conmpany forned
to provide psychoanal ysis services as such services are defined in arti -
cle 163 of the education |aw, each nenber of such limted liability
conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to
practice psychoanalysis in this state. Wth respect to a professiona

service limted liability conpany formed to provide applied behavior
analysis services as such services are defined in article 167 of the
education | aw, each nenber of such limted Iliability conmpany nust be
licensed or certified pursuant to article 167 of the education lawto
practice applied behavior analysis in this state. WTH RESPECT TO A
PROFESSI ONAL  SERVI CE LI M TED LI ABI LI TY COVPANY FORMED TO PROVI DE VI SI ON
| MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST SERVI CES AS SUCH SERVI CES ARE DEFINED IN ARTICLE
168 OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW EACH MEMBER OF SUCH LIM TED LI ABI LI TY COVPANY
MUST BE LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE 168 OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW TO PRAC
TICE AS A VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST I N THI S STATE.
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S 8. Subdivision (a) of section 1301 of the |limted liability conpany
| aw, as anended by chapter 475 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

(a) "Foreign professional service limted liability conpany” neans a
prof essional service limted liability conpany, whether or not denom -
nated as such, organized under the laws of a jurisdiction other than
this state, (i) each of whose nenbers and managers, if any, is a profes-
sional authorized by law to render a professional service wthin this
state and who is or has been engaged in the practice of such profession
in such professional service |limted liability conpany or a predecessor
entity, or will engage in the practice of such profession in the profes-
sional service limted liability conpany within thirty days of the date
such professional beconmes a nenber, or each of whose nmenbers and manag-
ers, if any, is a professional at |east one of such nenbers is author-
ized by law to render a professional service within this state and who
is or has been engaged in the practice of such profession in such
prof essional service limted liability conmpany or a predecessor entity,
or will engage in the practice of such profession in the professiona
service limted liability conpany within thirty days of the date such
prof essional becones a nenber, or (ii) authorized by, or holding a
license, certificate, registration or permt issued by the |licensing
authority pursuant to, the education law to render a professiona
service within this state; except that all nenbers and managers, if any,
of a foreign professional service limted liability conpany that
provides health services in this state shall be licensed in this state.
Wth respect to a foreign professional service limted liability conpany
whi ch provides veterinary services as such services are defined in arti -
cle 135 of the education | aw, each nmenber of such foreign professiona

service limted liability conmpany shall be licensed pursuant to article
135 of the education law to practice veterinary nmedicine. Wth respect
to a foreign professional service |limted liability conpany which

provi des nedi cal services as such services are defined in article 131 of
the education |l aw, each nenber of such foreign professional service
limted liability conpany nust be licensed pursuant to article 131 of
the education law to practice nedicine in this state. Wth respect to a
foreign professional service limted liability conpany which provides
dental services as such services are defined in article 133 of the
education | aw, each nmenber of such foreign professional service limted
liability conpany nust be |licensed pursuant to article 133 of the educa-
tion lawto practice dentistry in this state. Wth respect to a foreign
prof essional service limted liability conmpany which provides profes-
sional engineering, |and surveying, geologic, architectural and/or |and-
scape architectural services as such services are defined in article
145, article 147 and article 148 of the education law, each nenber of
such foreign professional service Ilimted Iliability conpany nust be
licensed pursuant to article 145, article 147 and/or article 148 of the
education law to practice one or nore of such professions in this state.
Wth respect to a foreign professional service limted liability conpany
which provides |icensed clinical social work services as such services
are defined in article 154 of the education law, each nenber of such
foreign professional service limted liability conmpany shall be |icensed
pursuant to article 154 of the education law to practice clinical socia
work in this state. Wth respect to a foreign professional service
limted liability conpany which provides creative arts therapy services
as such services are defined in article 163 of the education |aw, each
menber of such foreign professional service limted liability conpany
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must be licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education |law to prac-
tice creative arts therapy in this state. Wth respect to a foreign
professional service limted liability conmpany which provides narriage

and famly therapy services as such services are defined in article 163
of the education |aw, each nenber of such foreign professional service
limted liability conpany nust be licensed pursuant to article 163 of
the education law to practice nmarriage and famly therapy in this state.

Wth respect to a foreign professional service limted liability conpany
whi ch provides nental health counseling services as such services are
defined in article 163 of the education | aw, each nmenber of such foreign
prof essional service limted liability conmpany nust be |icensed pursuant
to article 163 of the education law to practice nental health counseling
in this state. Wth respect to a foreign professional service limted
liability conpany which provides psychoanalysis services as such
services are defined in article 163 of the education |aw, each nmenber of
such foreign professional service Ilimted Iliability conpany nust be
licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice
psychoanalysis in this state. Wth respect to a foreign professiona

service limted liability conpany which provi des applied behavi or analy-
sis services as such services are defined in article 167 of the educa-
tion law, each nmenber of such foreign professional service limted
liability conpany nust be licensed or certified pursuant to article 167
of the education law to practice applied behavior analysis in this
state. WTH RESPECT TO A FORElI GN PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CE LIM TED LI ABILITY
COWANY WHI CH PROVIDES WVISION | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST SERVI CES AS SUCH
SERVI CES ARE DEFI NED I N ARTI CLE 168 OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW EACH MEMBER OF
SUCH FOREI GN PROFESSI ONAL SERVICE LIMTED LIABILITY COWANY MJST BE
LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 168 OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW TO PRACTI CE AS A
VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECI ALI ST IN THI S STATE.

S 9. Subdivision (q) of section 121-1500 of the partnership law, as
anended by chapter 475 of +the laws of 2014, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(q) Each partner of a registered [imted liability partnership forned
to provide nedical services in this state nust be |icensed pursuant to
article 131 of the education law to practice nedicine in this state and
each partner of a registered limted liability partnership forned to
provi de dental services in this state nust be |licensed pursuant to arti-
cle 133 of the education law to practice dentistry in this state. Each
partner of a registered limted liability partnership forned to provide
veterinary services in this state nmust be licensed pursuant to article
135 of the education lawto practice veterinary nedicine in this state.
Each partner of a registered limted liability partnership formed to
provi de professional engineering, |and surveying, geol ogical services,
architectural and/or | andscape architectural services in this state nust
be licensed pursuant to article 145, article 147 and/or article 148 of
the education law to practice one or nore of such professions in this
state. Each partner of a registered |imted liability partnership forned
to provide licensed clinical social work services in this state nust be
licensed pursuant to article 154 of the education law to practice clin-
ical social work in this state. Each partner of a registered limted
liability partnership forned to provide creative arts therapy services
in this state nust be |icensed pursuant to article 163 of the education
law to practice creative arts therapy in this state. Each partner of a
registered limted liability partnership forned to provide nmarriage and
famly therapy services in this state nust be |icensed pursuant to arti -
cle 163 of the education law to practice marriage and famly therapy in
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this state. Each partner of a registered limted liability partnership
formed to provide nental health counseling services in this state nust
be licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice
mental health counseling in this state. Each partner of a registered
limted liability partnership fornmed to provide psychoanal ysis services
in this state nmust be licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education
|aw to practice psychoanalysis in this state. Each partner of a regis-
tered limted liability partnership forned to provide applied behavior
anal ysis service in this state nust be licensed or certified pursuant to
article 167 of the education law to practice applied behavior analysis
in this state. EACH PARTNER OF A REGQ STERED LI M TED LI ABI LI TY PARTNER-
SH P FORMED TO PROVI DE VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECIALIST SERVICES IN TH'S
STATE MJST BE LICENSED OR CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE 167 OF THE
EDUCATI ON LAW TO PRACTICE AS A VISION | MPAIRVENT SPECIALIST IN TH'S
STATE.

S 10. Subdivision (q) of section 121-1502 of the partnership |aw, as

anended by chapter 475 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(q) Each partner of a foreignlimted liability partnership which
provi des nedical services in this state nust be licensed pursuant to

article 131 of the education law to practice nedicine in the state and
each partner of a foreign limted liability partnership which provides
dental services in the state nust be licensed pursuant to article 133 of
the education law to practice dentistry in this state. Each partner of a
foreign limted liability partnership which provides veterinary service
in the state shall be |icensed pursuant to article 135 of the education
law to practice veterinary nedicine in this state. Each partner of a
foreign limted liability partnership which provides professional engi-
neering, |and surveying, geol ogical services, architectural and/or |and-
scape architectural services in this state nust be |icensed pursuant to
article 145, article 147 and/or article 148 of +the education law to
practice one or nore of such professions. Each partner of a foreign
limted liability partnership which provides Ilicensed clinical socia

work services in this state nmust be |icensed pursuant to article 154 of
the education law to practice licensed clinical social work in this
state. Each partner of a foreign limted |liability partnership which
provi des creative arts therapy services in this state nust be |icensed
pursuant to article 163 of the education law to practice creative arts
therapy in this state. Each partner of a foreign limted liability part-
nership which provides marriage and famly therapy services in this
state must be licensed pursuant to article 163 of the education law to
practice marriage and famly therapy in this state. Each partner of a
foreign limted liability partnership which provides nental health coun-
seling services in this state nust be |licensed pursuant to article 163
of the education law to practice nental health counseling in this state.

Each partner of a foreign |imted liability partnership which provides
psychoanal ysis services in this state nust be |licensed pursuant to arti-
cle 163 of the education |law to practice psychoanalysis in this state.

Each partner of a foreign |imted liability partnership which provides
applied behavior analysis services in this state nust be |icensed or
certified pursuant to article 167 of the education law to practice
applied behavior analysis in this state. EACH PARTNER OF A FOREI GN
LI M TED LI ABI LI TY PARTNERSHI P WHI CH PROVI DES VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT  SPECI AL-
ST SERVICES |IN TH S STATE MJUST BE LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE 168 OF
THE EDUCATI ON LAW TO PRACTI CE AS A VI SI ON | MPAI RVENT SPECIALIST IN TH'S
STATE.
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S 11. a. Nothing in this act shall be construed as prohibiting a

person fromperformng the duties of a I|icensed vision inmpairnent
specialist, in the course of such enploynent, if such person is enployed
by progranms |licensed, certified, operated, or funded and regul ated by

the office of children and fam |y services including the comm ssion for
the blind and visually inpaired, the state education departnent or the
departnment of health; provided, however, that this section shall not
authorize the use of any title authorized pursuant to article 168 of the
education | aw.

b. On or before Septenber 1, 2017, each office identified in subdivi-
sion a of this section that |icenses, certifies, operates or funds and
regul ates prograns that enploy individuals to provide services that
woul d otherwise be restricted to individuals Iicensed or authorized
under article 168 of the education |aw, shall submit to the comm ssioner
of education, in such formand detail as requested by such comm ssi oner,
data in relation to: the nunber of individuals enployed in exenpt
prograns |icensed, certified, operated, or funded and regul ated by each
office identified in subdivision a of this section on Septenber 1, 2016
who are providing services that would otherwi se be restricted to those
i censed or authorized under article 168 of the education |law;, and the
occupational title of individuals who on July 1, 2017 are not |icensed
or otherw se authorized under title 8 of the education |law, and who are
engaged in the practice of vision inpairment specialist for the purpose
of providing vision inpairment specialist services to persons who are
blind or visually inpaired.

c. The conmm ssioner of education, after receipt of this data and in
consultation with the offices identified in subdivision a of this
section, in consultation wth not-for-profit providers, professiona
associ ations, consunmers and other key stakeholders, shall prepare a
report that recommends changes in any |laws, rules or regul ati ons neces-
sary to ensure appropriate licensure or other authorization of individ-
uals providing services that are wthin the restricted practice of
prof essions |icensed or otherwi se authorized under article 168 of the

education law. Such report shall include an estimate of the fisca
i mpact of any such recommended changes and, to the extent practicable,
how such recommendations will result in inproved outcones. The conmm s-

sioner of education shall submt the report to the governor, the speaker
of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, and the <chairs
of the senate and assenbly higher education commttees by January 1,
2018. The conm ssioners of the agencies identified in subdivision a of
this section shall be provided an opportunity to include statenents or
alternative reconmendations in such report.

S 12. This act shall take effect eighteen nonths after it shall have
beconme a | aw, provi ded, however, that if chapter 475 of the |laws of 2014
shall not have taken effect on or before such date than sections siXx,

seven, eight, nine and ten of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the sane manner as such chapter of the |laws of 2014 takes
effect; provided, further that the provisions of subdivision a of
section eleven of this act shall expire July 1, 2018 when upon such date
the provisions of such subdivision shall be deenmed repeal ed. The
comm ssi oner of education and the board of regents are authorized to
promul gate such rules and regul ations and take any other neasures as my
be necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of this act on or before its
effective date, including but not limted to the appointnment of the
state board for vision rehabilitation services, the acceptance and proc-
essing of applications for |icensure, and the issuance of |icenses.



