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STATE OF NEW YORK

777
I N SENATE
May 12, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to neetings and reports
of the New York state health care quality and cost containnent conmi s-
sion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 213 of the insurance |aw, as added by section 1 of
part L of chapter 57 of the |laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 213. New York state health care quality and cost contai nnent comm s-
sion. (a) There is hereby established within the departnent a conm s-
sion, to be known as the "New York state health care quality and cost
contai nment commi ssion”. The conmssion shall consist of thirteen
nmenber s appoi nted by the governor, one of whom shall be the superinten-
dent, one of whom shall be the comm ssioner of health, and six of whom
shall be appointed on the recomrendation of the |egislative | eaders, two
on the recommendati on of the tenporary president of the senate, two on
the recomendati on of the speaker of the assenbly, one on the recomen-
dation of the minority | eader of the senate, and one on the recomenda-
tion of the mnority |eader of the assenbly. Al nenbers shall serve at
the pl easure of the governor, and vacancies shall be appointed in the
same nmanner as original appointnents. Menbers of the comm ssion shal
serve w thout conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for reasonable trav-
el expenses. |In naking appointnents to the commssion, the governor

shall ensure that the interests of health care consuners, small busi-
nesses, the nmedical conmunity and health plans are represented on the
commi ssi on. THE COW SSION SHALL BE REQUI RED TO MEET ON THE FI RST

MONDAY OF JUNE OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR TO CONSI DER QUTSTANDI NG REQUESTS OR
DUTI ES. ANY VACANCI ES SHALL BE DEEMED WAI VED BY THE APPO NTI NG AUTHORI -
TY FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THE FI RST MEETI NG NOTHI NG IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
FORFEIT THE RI GHT FOR AN APPO NTMENT AUTHORI TY TO FILL VACANCI ES W THI N
THEI R STATUTORI LY ALLOWED MEMBERS

(b) (1) The purpose of the comm ssion shall be to anal yze the inpact on
heal th i nsurance costs and quality of proposed |legislation which would

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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mandate that health benefits be offered or nade available in individua
and group health insurance policies, contracts and conprehensive health
service plans, including legislation that affects the delivery of health
benefits or services or the reinbursenment of health care providers.

(2) [The] NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW THE gover nor
the chair of the senate insurance conmttee and the chair of the assem
bly insurance comrittee nmay request in witing that the comm ssion eval -
uate a proposed mandated benefit. Upon receiving such a request, the
commi ssion may, by a majority vote of its nenmbers, undertake an eval u-
ation of such proposed nandated benefit.

(3) I'n evaluating a proposed nandated benefit, the conm ssion shall

(A) investigate the current practices of health plans with regard to
t he proposed mandated benefit, and, to the extent possible, self-funded
heal t h benefit plans;

(B) investigate the potential prem uminpact of the proposed nandat ed
benefits on all segnments of the insurance narket, as well as the poten-
tial for avoided costs through early detection and treatnment of condi-
tions, or nore cost-effective delivery of nedical services; and

(C analyze the nost current nedical literature regarding the proposed
mandat ed benefit to determne its inpact on health care quality.

(4) In evaluating a proposed nandated benefit, the conm ssion nmay hol d
one or nore public hearings, and shall strive to obtain i ndependent and
verifiable information fromdiverse sources within the heal thcare indus-
try, nedical conmunity and anong health care consuners with regard to
t he proposed nmandated benefit.

(c) To assist the conmission in its duties, and upon the direction of
the comm ssion, the superintendent is authorized to enter into one or
nore contracts with i ndependent entities and organi zations wth denon-
strabl e expertise in health care quality, finance, utilization and actu-
arial services. For the purposes of this section, the superintendent
shall not enter into contracts with health plans, entities or organiza-
tions owned or controlled by health plans, or with significant business
relati onships with health pl ans.

(d) Upon conpletion of its evaluation of a proposed nandated benefit
pursuant to this section, the conm ssion shall deliver a witten report
of its findings to the chair of the assenbly insurance commttee and the
chair of the senate insurance conmttee.

(E) THE COW SSI ON SHALL | SSUE A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE MAJORITY
LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE CHAI RS OF THE
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY | NSURANCE COMM TTEES, AND THE CHAIR OF THE SENATE
TASK FORCE ON LYME AND Tl CK-BORNE DI SEASES, A REPORT CONSI DERI NG THE
| MPACT ON HEALTH | NSURANCE COSTS AND QUALITY OF LEG SLATION REQUI RI NG
COVERAGE OF LONG TERM AND CHRONIC LYME DI SEASE AND OTHER TI CK- BORNE
DI SEASES. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO CONSI DER | SSUES | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THE SPECI FI C MEDI CAL | MPACTS TO PARTI CULAR GEOGRAPH-
| C AREAS | N THE STATE | NCLUDI NG THE HUDSON VALLEY AND LONG | SLAND, BEST
PRACTI CES DEVELOPED FOR COVERAGE FOR LONG TERM AND CHRONI C LYME DI SEASE
I N OTHER STATES, AND THE ASSCCI ATED COSTS OF MANDATED COVERAGE I N ADDI -
TION TO PRQIECTED COSTS OF UNTREATED SYMPTOVE. THE COVM SSI ON SHALL
DELI VER A WRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS BY OCTOBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND
S| XTEEN

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



