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STATE OF NEW YORK

775
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, ADDABBO, DI AZ, d ANARI S, HASSELL- THOVPSON,
KENNEDY, LARKIN, MONTGOMERY, PARKER, SQUADRON -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on
Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic |aw and the executive law, in
relation to enabling veterans to receive benefit information upon
applying for or renewing a driver's |icense

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1- A, SPECI AL PROVI SIONS FOR VETERANS. | N ADDI TI ON TO THE REQUI REMENTS
FOR LI CENSE APPLI CATI ONS UNDER SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH'S SECTION, THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE | S PROVI DED ON THE APPLI CATION TO
ENABLE ANY APPLI CANT WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED
STATES AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED THEREFROM
UNDER HONORABLE CONDI TI ONS, TO REG STER TO RECEI VE | NFORVATI ON FROM THE
DIVISION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BY EMAI L OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG BENEFI TS
TO WHI CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG | S STATED
ON THE APPLI CATI ON: "BY CHECKING THI S BOX, YOU CERTIFY THAT YOU SERVED
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YOU G VE PERM SSI ON TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON
WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE THE DI VI SI ON OF VETER-
ANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR MAI L REGARDI NG BENE-
FITS TO WH CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. PROOF OF VETERAN STATUS SHALL BE
DEMONSTRATED | N THE SAVE MANNER REQUI RED BY THE COWM SSI ONER TO RECEI VE
A VETERAN NOTATI ON PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDIVISION THREE OF
SECTION FOUR HUNDRED NI NETY OF TH'S CHAPTER AND PARAGRAPH (A-1) OF
SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED FOUR OF THI S ARTICLE, WHICH MAY
CONSI ST OF A CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DI SCHARGE FROM ACTI VE DUTY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD01780-01-5
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| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO A DD FORM 214 OR OTHER PROOF SATI SFACTORY
TO THE COWM SSI ONER

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic aw, as anended by section 3 of part K of chapter 59 of the |aws
of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Alicense issued pursuant to subdivision five of +this section
shall be valid until the expiration date contained thereon, unless such
license is suspended, revoked or cancelled. Such |license nay be renewed
by subm ssion of an application for renewal, the fee prescribed by |aw,
proofs of prior licensing, fitness and acceptable vision prescribed by
the comm ssioner, the applicant's social security nunber, and if
required by the conm ssioner a photo image of the applicant in such
nunbers and formas the conm ssioner shall prescribe. [|IN ADDITION, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |I'S PROVI DED ON THE APPLI CATI ON FOR
RENEWAL TO ENABLE ANY APPLI CANT WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF
THE UNI TED STATES AND RECElI VED AN HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED
THEREFROM UNDER HONORABLE CONDI TI ONS TO REQ STER TO RECEI VE | NFORMVATI ON
FROM THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS BY EMAIL OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG
BENEFI TS TO WHI CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG
| S STATED ON THE APPLI CATI ON FOR RENEWAL: "BY CHECKING THI S BOX, YQOU
CERTI FY THAT YOU SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YQU
G VE PERM SSION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME
AND CONTACT | NFORMVATI ON WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE
THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR
MAI L REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. In addition, an

applicant for renewal of a |license containing a hazardous nmateria
endor senent shall pass an exam nation to retain such endorsenent. The
comm ssioner shall, with respect to the renewal of a hazardous materials

endorsenent, conply wth the requirenents inposed upon states by
sections 383.141 and 1572.13 of title 49 of the code of federal regu-
lations. A renewal of such |icense shall be issued by the conm ssioner
upon approval of such application, except that no such license shall be
issued if its issuance would be inconsistent with the provisions of
section five hundred sixteen of this title, and except that the conm s-
sioner may refuse to renew such license if the applicant is the hol der
of a currently valid or renewable license to drive issued by another
state or foreign country unless the applicant surrenders such |icense.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 490 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) I'N ADDI TI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE IS PROVI DED
ON THE APPLI CATI ON AND THE APPLI CATI ON FOR RENEWAL TO ENABLE ANY APPLI -
CANT WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UN TED STATES AND
RECEI VED AN HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED THEREFROM UNDER HONOR-
ABLE CONDI TI ONS TO REG STER TO RECEI VE | NFORVATI ON FROM THE DI VI SION  OF
VETERANS' AFFAIRS BY EMAIL, TELEPHONE OR MAIL REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO
VH CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG | S STATED ON
THE APPLI CATI ON AND APPLI CATI ON FOR RENEWAL: "BY CHECKING THI S BOX, YQU
CERTI FY THAT YOU SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YQU
G VE PERM SSION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME
AND CONTACT | NFORMVATI ON WTH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE
THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR
MAI L REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED"

S 4. Section 508 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL APPO NT AGENTS TO ACT ON HS OR HER BEHALF
TO COLLECT, STORE AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE DI VI SION OF VETERANS



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 775 3

AFFAI RS THE NAME AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON, WHI CH | NCLUDE EMAIL ADDRESS,
TELEPHONE NUMBER AND/ OR MAILING ADDRESS, OF AN APPLI CANT WHO WAS A
MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND RECEI VED AN HONOR-
ABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED THEREFROM UNDER HONORABLE CONDI TI ONS AND
VWHO REQUESTS TO RECEI VE BENEFI T | NFORVMATI ON FROM THE DI VI SION OF VETER-
ANS'  AFFAI RS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ONE- A OR PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDI VI -
SION SI X OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED TWD OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 5. Section 353 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. TO COORDI NATE W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SI ON ONE- A OR PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDIVISION SI X OF SECTION FIVE
HUNDRED TWO OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW TO RETRI EVE NAVE AND CONTACT
| NFORMATI ON OF APPLI CANTS WHO WVERE MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNI TED STATES AND RECElI VED AN HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED THERE-
FROM UNDER HONORABLE CONDI TI ONS WHO ARE APPLYI NG FOR OR RENEW NG THEI R
DRI VER S LI CENSES AND WHO REQUEST TO BE CONTACTED BY THE DIVISION VIA
EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR MAIL REGARDI NG BENEFI TS TO WHI CH THEY MAY BE ENTI -
TLED.

S 6. Subdivision 3 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 458 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Application for learner's permt. An application for a learner's
permt shall be included in the application for a |icense. THE COWM S-
SI ONER SHALL ENSURE THAT SPACE |'S PROVI DED ON THE APPLI CATI ON TO ENABLE
ANY APPLI CANT WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES
AND RECEI VED AN HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR WAS RELEASED THEREFROM UNDER
HONORABLE CONDI TI ONS, TO REGQ STER OR RECEI VE | NFORMVATI ON FROM THE DI VI -
SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS BY EMAI L OR TELEPHONE REGARDI NG BENEFITS TO
VH CH SUCH APPLI CANT MAY BE ENTI TLED AND THAT THE FOLLOW NG | S STATED ON
THE APPLI CATI ON:  "BY CHECKI NG THI S BOX, YOU CERTI FY THAT YOU SERVED I N
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES AND YOU G VE PERM SSION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES TO SHARE YOUR NAME AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON
W TH THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS TO ENABLE THE DI VI SION OF VETER-
ANS' AFFAI RS TO CONTACT YOU VI A EMAI L, TELEPHONE OR MAI L REGARDI NG BENE-
FITS TO WH CH YOU MAY BE ENTI TLED'. PROOF OF VETERAN STATUS SHALL BE
DEMONSTRATED | N THE SAME MANNER REQUI RED BY THE COWM SSI ONER TO RECEI VE
A VETERAN NOTATI ON PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED NI NETY OF THI'S CHAPTER AND PARAGRAPH (A1) OF
SUBDI VI SION  ONE OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED FOUR OF THI' S ARTI CLE, WHI CH MAY
CONSI ST OF A CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR DI SCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY
| NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO A DD FORM 214 OR OTHER PROOF SATI SFACTORY
TO THE COMM SSIONER. A learner's permt shall be issued in such form as
the comm ssioner shall determine but shall not be issued unless the
appl i cant has successfully passed the vision test required by this
section and the test set forth in paragraph (a) of subdivision four of
this section with respect to laws relating to traffic and ability to
read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols and has satisfactorily
conpl eted any course required pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision
four of this section. Upon acceptance of an application for a |earner's
permt the conm ssioner shall provide the applicant with a driver's
manual which includes but is not Iimted to the laws relating to traf-
fic, the laws relating to and physiol ogical effects of driving while
ability inpaired and driving while intoxicated, the |aw for exercising
due care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or standing author-
ized energency vehicle or hazard vehicle pursuant to section el even
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hundred forty-four-a of this chapter, explanations of traffic signs and
synbol s and such other natters as the conm ssioner may prescribe.

S 7. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw. Provi ded, however, that effective inmmediately any actions necessary
to inplenent the provisions of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed and directed to be conpleted on or before such date.



