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STATE OF NEW YORK

7590
I N SENATE
May 10, 2016

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to requiring the office
of court admnistration to collect and nmaintain data on linmted
English proficient litigants in the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The judiciary law is anmended by adding a new section 391 to
read as foll ows:

S 391. LIMTED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT LI TI GANTS DATA. 1. FOR THE PURPGCSES
OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE SERVICES'" MEANS | NTERPRETATI ON SERVI CES
AND/ OR  TRANSLATI ON SERVI CES PROVIDED BY | NTERPRETER PERSONNEL TO A
LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI CI ENT I NDI VIDUAL IN H'S OR HER PRI MARY LANGUAGE TO
ENSURE SUCH INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO COWUN CATE EFFECTIVELY WTH A
COURT, COURT PERSONNEL AND OTHER PARTI ES;

(B) "LIMTED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT | NDI VI DUAL" MEANS AN | NDI VIDUAL WHO
| DENTI FI ES AS BEING OR | S EVI DENTLY, UNABLE TO COVMUNI CATE MEANI NGFULLY
WTH A COURT, COURT PERSONNEL AND OTHER PARTI ES BECAUSE ENGLI SH | S NOT
H S OR HER PRI MARY LANGUAGE;

(O "PRI MARY LANGUAGE"' MEANS THE LANGUAGE IN WHHICH A LIMTED ENGLI SH
PROFI ClI ENT | NDI VI DUAL CHOOSES TO COVMUNI CATE W TH OTHERS; AND

(D) "TRANSLATI ON SERVI CES' MEANS ORAL EXPLANATI ON OR WRI TTEN TRANS-
LATI ON OF DOCUMENTS.

2. THE OFFI CE OF COURT ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL COLLECT AND MAI NTAI N DATA
ON ALL LIMTED ENGLISH PROFICIENT |ND VIDUALS WHO ARE LI TIGANTS IN
COURTS WTHIN THIS STATE. AT AMNIMUIM THE OFFICE OF COURT ADM NI S-
TRATI ON SHALL COLLECT AND MAI NTAI N DATA ON THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE NUMBER OF LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT | NDI VI DUALS WHO ARE LI TI -
GANTS IN COURTS WTH N TH S STATE, DI SAGGREGATED BY COURT AND COUNTY,
AND THE PRI MARY LANGUAGE OF SUCH | NDI VI DUALS;

(B) THE NUMBER OF SUCH LI M TED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT | NDI VI DUALS ACTUALLY
SERVED, DI SAGGREGATED BY COURT AND COUNTY, THE TYPE OF LANGUAGE ASSI ST-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ANCE SERVICES PROVIDED AND THE PRI MARY LANGUAGE OF THE | NDI VI DUAL
SERVED; AND

(© THE NUMBER OF | NTERPRETER PERSONNEL EMPLOYED BY THE COURTS, DI SAG
GREGATED BY COURT AND COUNTY AND THE LANGUAGE TRANSLATED OR | NTERPRETED
BY SUCH PERSONNEL.

3. THE OFFI CE OF COURT ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL MAKE THE DATA REQUI RED BY
THI S SECTI ON PUBLI CLY AVAI LABLE ON | TS WEBSI TE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



