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STATE OF NEW YORK

7476-- A
| N SENATE

May 4, 2016
Introduced by Sen. FUNKE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation
-- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended

and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation |aw and the econom c
devel opnent law, in relation to establishing a state geol ogical trai

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The state of New York is
di stinguished by its wunique and multiple geological resources Iike
Ni agara Falls, Letchworth Gorge, and the Adirondack and Catskill parks.
Geol ogi cal resources give the state special |andscapes with considerable
natural, cultural, economc, aesthetic, recreational, touristic and
synbolic inportance to the people of the state and visitors to the
state. Geologists played an inportant role in devel oping the |andscapes
of the state, including the planning of the Erie Canal and undert aking
geol ogi cal surveys and mappi ng. The legislature finds that it is tine to
recogni ze the geol ogi cal resources of the state and to utilize them to
foster conservati on awareness and education. Geol ogical resources can be

connected in a trail systemthat will strengthen the social and econom c
well -being of the people of the state. Geological trails can be an
educational resource that will make the outdoors nore interesting and
rewardi ng. Therefore, it 1is the intent of the |legislature to organize

the planners, educators and conservationists to plan and execute the
establi shnment of geological trails with interpretive features across the
wi dt h and breadth of the state.
S 2. Aticle 49 of the environnmental conservation |aw is anended by
adding a newtitle 5 to read as fol |l ows:
TITLE 5
STATE GEOLOG CAL TRAI L
SECTI ON 49- 0501. DESI GNATI ON OF GEOPARKS AND OTHER SI TES.
49- 0503. ESTABLI SHVENT OF STATE GEOLOG CAL TRAI L.
49- 0505. STATE GEOLOG CAL PLANNI NG AND MANAGEMENT BOARD
S 49-0501. DESI GNATI ON OF GEOPARKS AND OTHER SI TES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD14672- 04- 6
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1. FOR THE PURPGSES OF THI'S TI TLE, A "GEOPARK" |S AN AREA OR TERRI TORY
OF THE STATE ENCOVPASSI NG ONE OR MORE SI TES OF SCIENTIFI C | MPORTANCE,
FOR NOT ONLY GEOLOQ CAL REASONS BUT ALSO BY VI RTUE OF THEI R ARCHAEOLOA -
CAL, ECOLOG CAL AND CULTURAL VALUE.

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL STUDY AND DESI GNATE AREAS, TERRI TORI ES AND
SITES WTH N THE STATE WHI CH CONSTI TUTE GEOPARKS AND OTHER SI TES WH CH
HAVE GEOLOGE CAL SI GNI FI CANCE. SUCH GEOPARKS AND SI TES MAY | NCLUDE, BUT
NOT' BE LIM TED TO

A. CAYUGA HEI GHTS, ALONG STATE ROUTE TH RTY-FOUR IN THE COUNTY OF
TOWPKI NS;

B. CASCADI LLA CREEK, ALONG UNIVERSITY AVENUE IN THE CI TY OF | THACA,
COUNTY OF TOWPKI NS;

C. I'THACA FALLS PARK FALL CREEK, ALONG LI NCOLN STREET IN THE CQTY OF
| THACA, COUNTY OF TOWPKI NS;

D. TAUGHANNOCK FALLS STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF TOWPKI NS;

E. N AGARA RIVER GORGE AND POAER PLANT HAUL ROAD, I N THE COUNTY OF
NI AGARA;

F. VH RLPOOL STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF N AGARA;

G THE MOUTH OF EI GHTEEN M LE CREEK AT LAKE ERIE, IN THE COUNTY OF
ERI E;

H BUFFALO CREEK AT BULLI SI ROAD, I N THE COUNTY OF ERIE;

. FALL BROOK ALONG STATE RQUTE SI XTY-THREE, I N THE TOMN OF CGENESEQ,
COUNTY OF LI VI NGSTON,

LEROY QUARRY, I N THE TOMN OF LEROY, COUNTY OF GENESEE;

THE POTSDAM SANDSTONE AT AUSABLE CHASM | N THE COUNTY OF CLI NTON,
AUSABLE FALLS, IN THE COUNTY OF CLI NTON;

VWH TEFACE MOUNTAIN, | N THE COUNTY OF ESSEX;

THE CHATTERVARKS ON BEAR MOUNTAIN, IN THE COUNTY OF ROCKLAND;

THE ERRATI C AND GROVES I N CENTRAL PARK, I N THE COUNTY OF NEW YORK;
THE GLACI AL CHANNEL | N CENTRAL PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF NEW YORK;

THE BURROAS | N SANDSTONE | N WATKI NS GLEN, I N THE COUNTY OF SCHUYL-
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THE UPPER DEVONI AN SHALE, SILTSTONE AND SANDSTONE | N WATKI NS GLEN
GORGE, IN THE COUNTY OF SCHUYLER;

S. WATKINS GLEN STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF SCHUYLER,

T. LETCHWORTH STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF WYOM NG

U. PENN DI XI E PALEONTOLOG CAL AND OQUTDOOR EDUCATI ON  CENTER, IN THE
COUNTY OF ERI E;

V. LAFARGE QUARRY, I N THE COUNTY OF ULSTER

W SENECA STONE QUARRY, | N THE COUNTY OF SENECA,

X. TAUGHANNCCK PARK ROAD I N TAUGHANNOCK FALLS STATE PARK, I N THE COUN-
TY OF TOWPKI NS;

Y. STATE ROUTE FOUR AND TWENTY-TWO, IN THE TOMW OF WH TEHALL, COUNTY
OF WASHI NGTON,

Z. RONDAXE ROAD ON BALD MOUNTAIN, IN THE TOM OF WEBB, COUNTY OF

HERKI MER;
AA.  CANNAN ROAD, I N THE TOMNS OF EAST MARTI NSBURG AND KNOX, COUNTY OF
LEW S;

BB. BARNET GARNET M NE, I N THE COUNTY OF WARREN,

CC. JOHN BOYD THACHER STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALBANY;

DD. THE PETRI FI ED SEA GARDENS, | N THE COUNTY OF SARATOGA,

EE. LESTER PARK, IN THE COUNTY OF SARATOGA;

FF. SARATOGA SPRI NGS STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF SARATOGA,

GG SKYTOP LANE QUARRY, | N THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE;

HH. S| DNEY MOUNTAI N QUARRY, I N THE COUNTY OF DELAVARE;

[1. SIDNEY MOUNTAI N BLUESTONE QUARRY, | N THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE;
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JJ. SIDNEY CENTER OUTCROPS, | N THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE;

KK. SHEETZ QUARRY, | N THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE;

LL. PINE H LL ROAD, I N THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE;

MM  CHI MNEY BLUFFS STATE PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF WAYNE;

NN. W SCORY FALLS, I N THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY;

00, VWH TE CREEK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY,

PP. SI XTOAWN CREEK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY;

QQ RUSHFORD DAM PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY;

RR.  CANEADEA GORCGE OVERLOCK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALLEGANY,

SS. BUTTERM LK FALLS STATE PARK, I N THE COUNTY OF CAYUGA;

TT. CH TTENANGO FALLS STATE PARK, IN THE COUNTY OF MADI SON;

UU. COHOES FALLS, IN THE COUNTY OF SARATOGA;

W. CLARKSVI LLE CAVE, | N THE COUNTY OF ALBANY,

VWV JORALEMON TOWN PARK, | N THE COUNTY OF ALBANY;

XX, NORMANSKI LL GORGE, IN THE COUNTY OF ALBANY;

YY. BARTON GARNET M NE, I N THE COUNTY OF WARREN;

ZZ. KIMBERLI TE DI KE, I'N THE COUNTY OF ONONDAGA;

AAA. HOWES CAVE QUARRY, I N THE COUNTY OF SCHOHARI E;

BBB. HOWE CAVERNS, |IN THE COUNTY OF SCHOHARI E;

CCC. KAATERSKI LL FALLS, I N THE COUNTY OF GREENE;

DDD. KNOX CAVE, | N THE COUNTY OF ALBANY;

EEE. MANORKI LL FALLS, I'N THE COUNTY OF SCHOHARI E;

FFF. MCFAIL'S CAVE NATURE PRESERVE, | N THE COUNTY OF SCHCOHARI E;

GGG MONTAUK PO NT, I N THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK;

HHH.  MONTOUR FALLS, | N THE COUNTY OF SCHUYLER,

[11. N AGARA FALLS STATE PARK, I N THE COUNTY OF NI AGARA;

JJJ. ONESQUETHAW CAVE, I N THE COUNTY OF ALBANY; AND

KKK. STARK' S KNOB, | N THE COUNTY OF SARATOGA.

3. FOR EACH AREA, TERRI TORY AND SI TE DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI -
SION TWO OF TH S SECTION, THE COWM SSI ONER, I N COOPERATION WTH THE
COW SSI ONERS OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, SHALL:

A.  ESTABLISH A MANAGEMENT PLAN DESIGNED TO FOSTER SOCI O- ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT THAT IS SUSTAI NABLE;

B. ESTABLI SH METHODS FOR CONSERVING AND ENHANCING ITS GEOLOG CAL
HERI TAGE; AND

C. ESTABLI SH BEST PRACTI CES FOR CONSERVATI ON.

S 49-0503. ESTABLI SHVENT OF STATE GEOLOQ CAL TRAI L.

1. THE COW SSIONER, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONERS OF TRANS-
PORTATI ON AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, SHALL ESTABLI SH A STATE GEOLOG CAL
TRAIL TO |INCLUDE THE AREAS, TERRITORI ES AND SI TES DESI GNATED BY THE
COMWM SSI ONER PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF SECTION 49-0501 OF THI'S
TITLE. THE PURPOSE OF SUCH TRAIL SHALL BE TO | DENTI FY AND PROMOTE SUCH
AREAS, TERRI TORIES AND SI TES TO THE PUBLI C, AND PROMOTE THE ECONOM C,
SCI ENTI FI C, CULTURAL AND CONSERVATI ON ASPECTS THEREOF.

2. TO THE GREATEST EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE STATE GEOLOG CAL TRAIL
SHALL | NCLUDE AREAS AND SI TES ACRCSS THE STATE GO NG EAST AND WEST, AND
NORTH AND SOUTH THROUGHOUT THE ENTI RE STATE. THE DESI GNATED PORTI ONS OF
THE STATE GEOLOQ CAL TRAIL SHALL | NTERSECT AT THE CI TY OF ALBANY, WH CH
SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE THE CENTER OF CGEOLOGY OF THE STATE. THE STATE
GEOLOG CAL TRAIL SHALL POSSESS SCIENTIFIC AND/OR SCEN C | MPORTANCE
RELATI NG TO GEOLOGE CAL, AND RELATED CULTURAL, ECOLOd CAL AND ARCHEOLOA -
CAL FEATURES.

3. |IN DEVELOPING AND APPROVING SUCH TRAIL, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
ENSURE THAT PROPOSED TRAI L ROUTES DO NOT CONFLICT WTH EXI STING SCEN C
BYWAYS DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FORTY- NI NE-DD OF THE
H GAWAY LAW OR W NE TRAI LS DESI GNATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
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FORTY- THREE- K OF THE H GHWAY LAW AND ENSURE THAT THE TRAIL ROUTE IS
DESI GNED AND LAI D OQUT SO THAT I T IS RELATI VELY SI MPLE AND EASY TO FOLLOW
FOR USERS AND CONTAI NS FEW BRANCHES OR LATERALS THAT DEAD END.

S 49-0505. STATE GEOLOG CAL PLANNI NG AND MANAGEMENT BQOARD.

1. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S TI TLE, "BOARD' MEANS THE STATE GEOLOG CAL
PLANNI NG AND MANAGEMENT BQOARD ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

2. THERE SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT THE STATE GEOLOA -
CAL PLANNI NG AND MANAGEMENT BOARD. THE BOARD SHALL BE COWPOSED OF TEN
MEMBERS AS FOLLOWS:

AL THE COW SSIONER, OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE WHO | S AN OFFI CER OR
EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT;

B. THE COW SSI ONER OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, OR HHS OR HER DESI GNEE
VWHO IS AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT;

C. THE COW SSI ONER OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON, OR
HS OR HER DESIGNEE WHO |S AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE OFFI CE OF
PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON,

D. THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATION, OR H'S OR HER DESIGNEE WHO IS
AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON;

E. TWDO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, OF WHOM

(1) ONE SHALL HAVE BEEN OR | S ENGAGED I N TRAI L PLANNI NG ANDY OR MANAGE-
MENT, AND

(2) ONE SHALL TEACH GEOLOGY OR BE A GEOLOGY PROFESSI ONAL;

F.. TWD MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
HAVI NG EXPERTI SE I N THE FI ELD OF ECOLOGY, CONSERVATION OR TRAIL PLAN
NI NG AND

G TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, HAVI NG EXPER-
TISE IN THE FI ELD OF ECOLOGY, CONSERVATI ON OR TRAI L PLANNI NG

3. THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD APPO NTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPHS E, F AND
G OF SUBDI VISION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL SERVE TERMS OF FOUR VYEARS.
VACANCIES IN THE MEMBERSH P OF THE BOARD SHALL BE FILLED I N THE MANNER
PROVI DED FOR ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

4. THE COW SSI ONER, OR HI' S OR HER DESI GNEE, SHALL BE THE CHAI R OF THE
BOARD. THE BOARD SHALL MEET NOT LESS THAN THREE TIMES EACH CALENDAR
YEAR, AND MORE FREQUENTLY AT THE CALL OF THE CHAI R OF THE BOARD.

5. THE BOARD SHALL ESTABLI SH:

A. CRITERI A FOR SI GNAGE ON THE STATE GEOLOJ CAL TRAIL, | NCLUDI NG MEANS
OF PROVI DI NG | NFORMATI ON ABOUT GEOLOJ CAL FEATURES ASSOCI ATED W TH EACH
PARTI CULAR PORTI ON OF SUCH TRAIL. PROVIDED, HOANEVER, THAT ALL SUCH
SI GNAGE SHALL COWPLY W TH THE NEW YORK STATE MANUAL AND SPECI FI CATI ONS
FOR A UNI FORM SYSTEM OF TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES AS SUCH MANUAL AND SPEC-
| FI CATI ONS MAY BE AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME, CERTIFIED BY A LI CENSED
PROFESSI ONAL  ENA NEER WHO SPECI ALI ZES | N TRAFFI C OPERATI ONS. FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE TERM "NEW YORK STATE MANUAL AND SPECI FI CA-
TIONS FOR A UNl FORM SYSTEM OF TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES' SHALL MEAN THE
NATI ONAL  MANUAL OF UNI FORM TRAFFI C CONTROL DEVI CES PROMULGATED BY THE
FEDERAL H GHWAY ADM NI STRATI ON PURSUANT TO SUBPART (F) OF PART 655 OF
TITLE 23 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS AND THE NEW YORK STATE
SUPPLEMENT ADOPTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON  PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI XTEEN HUNDRED ElI GHTY OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND

B. STATE GEOLOQ CAL TRAIL PUBLI CATI ONS, GUI DELI NES FOR | NTERPRETI VE
PROGRAMS AND THEMES RELATI NG TO PORTI ONS OF THE STATE GEOLOG CAL  TRAIL,
AND AN | NTERNET WEBSI TE PROVI DI NG DI RECTI ONAL | NFORVATI ON ON EDUCATI ONAL
| NSTI TUTI ONS THAT HAVE PROGRAMS RELATI NG TO THE GECLOG CAL AND CONSERVA-
TI ON ASPECTS OF THE PORTI ONS OF THE STATE GEOLOG CAL TRAI L.

S 3. Section 100 of the econom c devel opnent |aw is anended by addi ng
a new subdi vision 48 to read as fol |l ows:
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48. TO COOPERATE W TH AND PROVI DE ASSI STANCE TO THE COW SSI ONERS OF
ENVI RONMVENTAL  CONSERVATION AND  TRANSPORTATION  TO | MPLEMENT THE
PROVI SIONS OF TITLE FIVE OF ARTICLE FORTY-NINE OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL
CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



