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STATE OF NEW YORK

6974
I N SENATE
March 11, 2016

I ntroduced by Sens. GOLDEN, HAM LTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
ing reasonable efforts be nade in determning the owners of certain
ani mal s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 7-a of section 117 of the agriculture and
mar kets | aw, as amended by chapter 83 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

7-a. Any animal in the custody of a pound or shelter shall, AFTER THE
EXPI RATION OF THE APPROPRI ATE REDEMPTI ON PERI OD PRESCRI BED BY SUBDI VI -
SIONS SI X, EIGHT AND NINE OF THI S SECTI ON AND SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FOUR OF THI S CHAPTER, be nade avail abl e
for adoption PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FOUR OF THIFS CHAPTER or euthanized subject to
[ subdi visions six, eight and nine of this section and subject to] the
provi sions of section three hundred seventy-four of this chapter [after
the time for redenption has expired]; provided, however, that such
rel ease may be nmade to anot her such pound, duly incorporated society for
the prevention of cruelty to animals, duly incorporated hunmane society
or duly incorporated ani mal protective association for the sol e purpose
of placing such animal in an adoptive hone, when such action is reason-
ably believed to inprove the opportunity for adoption.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 374 of the agriculture and narkets | aw,
as anmended by chapter 449 of the laws of 2010, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. In the absence of such findings or certification, a duly incorpo-
rat ed humane society, a duly incorporated society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals, or any pound naintained by or under contract or
agreenent with any county, city, town or village [may after five days]
SHALL, AFTER THE EXPI RATION OF FI VE DAYS OR THE APPLI CABLE REDEMPTI ON
PERI OD PRESCRI BED BY SUBDI VI SIONS SI X, EIGHT AND NINE OF SECTION ONE
HUNDRED SEVENTEEN OF THI S CHAPTER, WH CHEVER | S LONGER, nmke avail abl e
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for adopti on AFTER A REASONABLY PRACTI CABLE PERIFOD WHICH IS NOT LESS
THAN NI NETY DAYS or have hunanely destroyed in accordance with the
provi sions of this section [and subject to subdivisions six, eight and
nine of section one hundred eighteen of this chapter], any aninal of
whi ch possession is taken as provided for in the preceding section,
unless the sanme is earlier redeened by its owner; PROVI DED, HOAEVER,
THAT SUCH DULY | NCORPORATED SCCI ETY, POUND OR SHELTER SHALL MAKE A
REASONABLE EFFORT TO LOCATE THE OMNER OF SUCH ANI MAL OR TO PROVI DE FOR
THE FOSTERI NG OR ADOPTI ON OF SUCH ANI MAL. SUCH REASONABLE EFFORTS SHALL
| NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, CHECKING THE ANl MAL FOR ALL FORMS OF
| DENTI FI CATION, SOCIAL MEDIA, AND PLACING A PHOTOGRAPH AND GENERAL
DESCRI PTI ON OF SUCH ANI MAL, THE BREED OR BREEDS AND ANY OTHER | DENTI FY-
I NG | NFORMATI ON ON THE | NTERNET. FOR PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, WHEN
DETERM NI NG A REASONABLY PRACTI CABLE PERI OD, CONSI DERATION SHALL BE
GVEN TO THE NUMBER OF OTHER AN MALS AT THE SHELTER, THE SHELTER S
CAPACI TY FOR HOUSI NG AND CARI NG FOR ANI MALS, THE LENGTH OF TI ME THAT THE
ANI MAL HAS BEEN I N THE SHELTER, AND THE ANl MAL'S HEALTH
S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal

have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



