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STATE OF NEW YORK

6772
I N SENATE
February 19, 2016

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to directing the Queens
county board of elections to provide |anguage assistance in Bengali,
Punj abi and Hi ndi

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anended by addi ng a new section 3-508
to read as foll ows:

S 3-508. QUEENS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS; VOTI NG MATERI ALS | N BENGA-
LI, PUNJABI AND HINDI. THE QUEENS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL
PROVI DE WRI TTEN LANGUAGE ASSI STANCE | N THE BENGALI, PUNJABI AND HI NDI
LANGUAGES PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED THREE OF THE VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT
OF N NETEEN HUNDRED SIXTY-FIVE (42 U S.C 1973AA-1A). SUCH LANGUAGE
ASS| STANCE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, BALLOTS, SIGNS, VOTER
MAI LI NGS, EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER TRAI NIl NG MATERI ALS AND | NFORVATI ON ON
SUCH BOARD S WEBSI TE. | T SHALL ALSO PRODUCE AND DI SSEM NATE COUNTYW DE A
BOOKLET THAT | NCLUDES: (A) A VOTER REG STRATION FORM IN ENGISH WTH
| NSTRUCTI ONS | N BENGALI, PUNJABI AND HI NDI; (B) I NSTRUCTI ONS I N BENGALI ,
PUNJABI AND HI NDI REGARDING THE CRI TERI A AND APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR
OBTAI Nl NG AN ABSENTEE BALLOT; AND (C) A SECTION WTH GENERAL VOTER
| NFORMATI ON  IN BENGALI, PUNJABI AND HI NDI | NCLUDI NG FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTI ONS. SUCH BOARD MAY | NCLUDE OTHER LANGUAGES ON I TS WEBSI TE AND I N
SUCH BOOKLET.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations necessary for the inple-
mentation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade on
or before such date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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