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STATE OF NEW YORK

6753
I N SENATE
February 16, 2016

Introduced by Sen. HAMLTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring teachers
coll eges to provide a course of instruction in nental health first aid

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 55 to read as foll ows:

55. A. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH AND ENFORCE RULES AND REGUJ
LATI ONS REQUI RI NG EVERY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS OR TEACHERS COLLEGE W THI N
THE STATE TO PROVI DE A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON | N MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID
TO EACH STUDENT PRIOR TO SUCH STUDENT'S GRADUATI ON THEREFROM W TH A
DEGREE | N TEACH NG OR EDUCATI ON.

B. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SUBDI VI SION, "MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID'
MEANS THE RECOGNI TI ON OF COMMON MENTAL | LLNESSES AND CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE
DI SORDERS, @THE SAFE DE- ESCALATION OF CRI SIS SI TUATI ONS, AND THE I NI TI -
ATI ON OF TI MELY REFERRAL OF APPROPRI ATE STUDENTS TO MENTAL HEALTH AND
CHEM CAL DEPENDENCY RESOURCES W THI N THE COVMUNI TY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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