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STATE OF NEW YORK

6687-- A
I N SENATE
February 4, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Education -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing a task
force on safety in school transportation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new section 3638
to read as foll ows:

S 3638. TASK FORCE ON SAFETY I N SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY CREATED A TASK FORCE W TH THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTI NG SAFETY I N
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON.

2. THE TASK FORCE SHOULD CONSI ST OF El GHTEEN MEMBERS, | NCLUDI NG THE
COW SSI ONER, EX OFFI CI O, OR A DESI GNEE; THE COWM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTA-
TION, EX OFFIC O OR A DESIGNEE; THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEHI CLES, EX OFFICI O, OR A DESI GNEE; THE DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE OF
TRAFFI C SAFETY AND MOBI LITY, EX OFFICIO OR A DESIG\NEE; AND FOURTEEN
MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR. THE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE
GOVERNOR SHOULD | NCLUDE: ONE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT TRANSPORTATI ON COORDI NATOR;
ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS ASSOCI ATI ON; ONE  REPRE-
SENTATIVE OF THE EMPIRE STATE SUPERVI SORS AND ADM NI STRATORS ASSCCI -
ATI ON;, ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF NEW YORK STATE UNI TED TEACHERS; ONE REPRE-
SENTATIVE OF THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARDS ASSCCIATION, ONE
REPRESENTATI VE OF THE NEW YORK STATE ASSOCI ATION OF SCHOOL BUSI NESS
OFFI CI ALS; ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BUS CONTRAC-
TORS ASSOCI ATI ON; ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE NEW YORK ASSOCI ATION FOR
PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON; ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF YOUTH CAMPS WHO | S A MEMBER
OF THE STATE CAMP ADVI SORY COUNCIL; THREE PARENTS OR GUARDH ANS OF
STUDENTS | NCLUDI NG AT LEAST ONE PARENT OF A STUDENT RECEI VI NG SPECI AL
EDUCATI ON SERVI CES; ONE PUBLIC MEMBER WHO SHALL HAVE KNOWALEDGE AND
EXPERTI SE I N ENSURI NG SAFETY I N SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON; AND ONE PUBLI C
MEMBER WHO SHALL BE AN EXPERT ON THE SAFETY EQUI PMENT AVAILABLE |IN
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. |IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE TASK FORCE TO STUDY | SSUES ASSOCI ATED
W TH STUDENT SAFETY | N SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON. THE TASK FORCE SHALL:

A, REVI EW EXI STI NG STATE LAWS, REGULATI ONS, AND PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY, AND MAKE RECOMMVENDATIONS FOR THEIR | MPROVEMENT,
| NCLUDI NG ANY RECOWMMENDATI ONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT THE PEDESTRI AN
SAFETY RECORD | S ROUTI NELY REVI EMED BY AN APPROPRI ATE STATE OFFI CE;

B. EXAM NE THE POSSI Bl LI TY OF REQUI RI NG A STATE DEPARTMENT OR OFFI CE
TO CONDUCT A BI ANNUAL REVI EW OF ALL ASPECTS OF SCHOOL BUS SAFETY AND TO
| SSUE RECOVIVENDATI ONS FOR ADDI Tl ONAL ACTI ON OR OVERSI GHT, AS APPROPRI -
ATE;

C. DEVELOP A PLAN TO PHASE I N ANY SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MEASURES RECOW
MENDED BY THE TASK FORCE THROUGH RETROFI TTING AND PROSPECTI VE VEH CLE
PURCHASES, AND |IDENTIFY THE POTENTI AL APPLI CATI ON OF VEH CLE SENSOR
TECHNOLOGY TO | MPROVE SCHOOL BUS SAFETY;

D. | DENTI FY BEST PRACTI CES FOR THE DESI GNATI ON OF SCHOOL BUS STOPS;

E. REVI EW THE CURRENT SAFETY STATUS OF STUDENTS WHO WALK TO AND FROM
SCHOOL AND | DENTI FY STRATEGQ ES THAT SUPPORT SAFE PEDESTRI AN BEHAVI OR BY
STUDENTS BETWEEN THEI R HOVES AND SCHOOLS, | NCLUDI NG AS THEY WALK TO AND
FROM BUS STOPS AND BOARD AND EXI T BUSES;

F. I DENTI FY SAFETY PROTOCOLS TO BE FOLLOWED BY SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS AND
SCHOOL BUS Al DES, | NCLUDI NG SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE THAT PROTOCOLS ARE
FOLLOAED WHEN A SUBSTI TUTE DRI VER OR SCHOOL BUS AIDE | S ASSI GNED TO A
SCHOOL BUS;

G DEVELOP RECOMMENDATI ONS TO CURB | LLEGAL PASSING OF SCHOOL BUSES;
AND

H DETERMNE |IF THERE IS A NEED FOR ADDI TI ONAL PUBLI C EDUCATI ON
PROGRAMS THAT PROMOTE SCHOOL BUS SAFETY.

4. ALL APPO NTMENTS TO THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE MADE W THI N THI RTY DAYS
OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS SECTION. VACANCIES IN THE MEMBERSH P OF
THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL
APPO NTMENTS WERE MADE. THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL SERVE W TH
OUT COVPENSATI ON BUT MAY BE REI MBURSED, WTHI N THE LIM TS OF FUNDS MADE
AVAI LABLE TO THE TASK FORCE, FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES |INCURRED IN THE
PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

5. THE TASK FORCE SHALL ORGANI ZE AS SOON AS |'S PRACTI CAL UPON THE
APPO NTMENT OF A MAJORITY OF I TS MEMBERS. THE TASK FORCE SHALL APPO NT A
SECRETARY WHO NEED NOT BE A MEMBER. THE TASK FORCE SHALL SELECT A CHAIR
FROM AMONG | TS MEMBERS.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE STAFF AND RELATED SUPPORT SERVI CES TO
THE TASK FORCE. THE TASK FORCE SHALL ALSO BE ENTI TLED TO CALL UPON THE
SERVI CES OF ANY STATE, COUNTY, OR MUNI Cl PAL DEPARTMENT, BOARD, COWM S-
SI ON OR AGENCY, AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE TO IT FOR THESE PURPCSES, AND TO
I NCUR SUCH TRAVELING AND OTHER M SCELLANEOUS EXPENSES AS | T MAY DEEM
NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER EXECUTI ON OF I TS DUTIES AND AS MAY BE WTH N
THE LIMT OF FUNDS APPROPRI ATED OR OTHERW SE MADE AVAI LABLE TO I T FOR
THESE PURPOSES. THE TASK FORCE MAY MEET AND HOLD HEARI NGS AT SUCH PLACES
AS | T SHALL DESI GNATE.

7. THE TASK FORCE SHALL PRESENT A REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMIVEN-
DATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND TO THE LEGQ SLATURE NO LATER THAN TWELVE
MONTHS AFTER | TS ORGAN ZATI ON AND SHALL CEASE TO EXI ST UPON SUBM TTI NG
SUCH REPORT AND RECOMVENDATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



