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STATE OF NEW YORK

6620
I N SENATE
February 1, 2016

I ntroduced by Sens. RITCH E, YOUNG AKSHAR, FUNKE, O MARA -- (at request
of the Legislative Commission on Rural Resources) -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on
Heal t h

AN ACT to amend the public health law and the real property tax law, in

relation to authorizing real property taxing jurisdictions to grant a

tax exenption for a primary residence purchased by a physician in a

physi ci an shortage area; and to anend the real property tax law, in

relation to providing state aid to such jurisdictions for the savings
granted by such exenption

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legi slative findings and intent. The | egi sl ature hereby
finds that several communities wthin the state, particularly those
|ocated wthin rural areas, |ack adequate access to physicians. It is
wel | established that ensuring the sufficient availability of genera
practitioners and specialists directly benefits the health of state
residents, and the |egislature has enacted several neasures towards that
end.

Furthernore, the legislature finds that nmunicipalities are often best
situated to evaluate the needs of their communities. Therefore, it is
the intent of the legislature to offer counties, cities, towns, villages
and school districts the option to provide real property tax exenptions,
shoul d they determ ne that such an incentive would aid in attracting
physi cians to areas currently underserved by the nedical comunity.

S 2. Section 206 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 30 to read as foll ows:

30. (A) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL BI ENNI ALLY DESI GNATE AND MAKE AVAI LABLE
A LI ST OF DESI GNATED PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREAS I N THE STATE. A DESI GNATED
PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREA SHALL BE A COUNTY OR OTHER SUB- COUNTY GEOGRAPHI C
AREA DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER TO BE I N SHORT SUPPLY OF PHYSI Cl ANS
IN PRIMARY CARE PRACTICE AND OR ONE OR MORE MEDI CAL SPECI ALI TI ES. THE
LI ST SHALL | NDI CATE FOR EACH DESI GNATED PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREA, | F THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD06122- 04- 6



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 6620 2

AREA |S IN SHORT SUPPLY OF PRI MARY CARE PHYSI Cl ANS AND WHI CH MEDI CAL
SPECI ALI TI ES ARE | N SHORT SUPPLY | N THE DESI GNATED SHORTAGE AREA.

(B) I N ESTABLI SH NG DESI GNATED PHYSI CI AN SHORTAGE AREAS, THE COWM S-
SI ONER, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, SHALL UTILIZE CRITERIA CONSI STENT
WTH THE CRITERIA UTILIZED TO MAKE AWARDS FOR THE PHYSI Cl AN PRACTI CE
SUPPORT PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (E) OF SUBDI VI SION
FI VE- A OF SECTI ON TVENTY- El GHT HUNDRED SEVEN-M OF THI S CHAPTER

(O FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S SUBD VISION, "MD CAL SPECI ALTY OR
SPECI ALTY AREA" SHALL MEAN THE BRANCH OR BRANCHES OF SPECI AL COVPETENCE
WTH N A PHYSICIAN' S MEDI CAL PRACTICE AS EVI DENCED BY THEI R CERTI F-
| CATI ON BY A SPECI ALI TY MEDI CAL BOARD ACCEPTABLE TO THE COWM SSI ONER

S 3. The real property tax |law is anmended by adding a new section 439
to read as foll ows:

S 439. REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ONS | N DESI GNATED PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE
AREA. 1. A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATION OR SCHOOL DI STRICT MY EXEMPT REAL
PROPERTY PURCHASED BY A PHYSI ClI AN FOR USE SOLELY AS H S OR HER PRI MARY
RESI DENCE, TO THE EXTENT PROVIDED I N THI S SECTI ON, FROM TAXATI ON BY SUCH
MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OR SCHOOL DI STRICT | F THE PHYSI Cl AN RESI DES | N AND
HAS AN OFFI CE LOCATED W THI N A PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREA AS DESI GNATED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THI RTY OF SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED SIX OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW AFTER A PUBLI C HEARI NG, THE
GOVERNI NG BODY OF A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON MAY ADOPT A LOCAL LAW AND THE
BOARD OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT, OTHER THAN A SCHOOL DI STRICT SUBJECT TO
ARTI CLE FI FTY- TWO OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW MAY ADOPT A RESOLUTI ON, TO GRANT
THE EXEMPTI ON AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

2. EXEMPTIONS PROVIDED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL ONLY APPLY TO REAL PROPERTY PURCHASED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF TH'S SECTION, AND THE SUBSEQUENT ENACTMENT OF A LOCAL LAW OR
ADOPTI ON OF A RESOLUTI ON TO GRANT SUCH REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON.

3. ANY LOCAL LAW OR RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE  OF
THIS SECTION SHALL ESTABLISH THE DURATI ON AND PERCENTAGE OF SUCH AN
EXEMPTI ON, WHI CH SHALL EXCEED NEI THER A PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS NOR TH R-
TY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE PROPERTY'S ASSESSED VALUE. SUCH LOCAL LAW OR
RESCLUTI ON MAY | NCLUDE OTHER CONDI TI ONS OR RESTRI CTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG BUT
NOT LIM TED TO PROVI SI ONS REGARDI NG THE MAXI MUM VALUE OF ELI G BLE PROP-
ERTY, AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE PROMULGATI NG MJNI Cl PAL CORPORATION OR
SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

4. A COPY OF SUCH LOCAL LAWS OR RESOLUTI ONS SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE
STATE BOARD AND THE ASSESSOR FOR SUCH MUNI Cl PAL  CORPORATION OR SCHOOL
DI STRICT WHO PREPARES THE ASSESSMENT ROLL UPON WHI CH THE TAXES OF SUCH
MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT ARE LEVI ED.

S 4. The real property tax |law is anmended by adding a new section 985
to read as foll ows:

S 985. EFFECT OF EXEMPTI ON | N DESI GNATED PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREAS. 1.
N A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OR SCHOOL DI STRICT WH CH ELECTS TO PROVIDE
THE REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON I N A DESI GNATED PHYSI Cl AN SHORTAGE AREA
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY-NI NE OF THI S CHAPTER, THE AMOUNT
OF TAXES TO BE LEVI ED FOR ANY TAX YEAR OR SCHOCOL YEAR, AS THE CASE MAY
BE, SHALL BE DETERM NED W THOUT REGARD TO THE FACT THAT STATE AID WLL
BE PAYABLE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTION. I N ADDI TI ON, THE TAX RATE FOR ANY
SUCH YEAR SHALL BE DETERM NED AS | F NO PARCELS ARE EXEMPT FROM TAXATI ON
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY-NINE OF THIS CHAPTER. HOWEVER,
THE TAX RATE SO DETERM NED SHALL BE APPLI ED TO THE TAXABLE ASSESSED
VALUE OF EACH PARCEL AFTER ACCOUNTI NG FOR ALL APPLI CABLE EXEMPTI ONS,
| NCLUDI NG THE EXEMPTI ON AUTHORI ZED BY SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY- NI NE
OF TH S CHAPTER
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2. THE TAX SAVI NGS FOR EACH PARCEL RECEI VI NG THE EXEMPTI ON AUTHORI ZED
BY SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY-NINE OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE COWPUTED BY
SUBTRACTI NG THE AMOUNT ACTUALLY LEVIED AGAINST THE PARCEL FROM THE
AMOUNT THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN LEVI ED | F NOT FOR THE EXEMPTI ON.

3. (A) THE TOTAL TAX SAVI NGS DULY PROVI DED BY A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON
OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTION SHALL BE A STATE CHARGE,
VWH CH SHALL BE PAYABLE AS PROVIDED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(B) A MJINI ClPAL CORPORATION OR SCHOOL DI STRICT SEEKI NG STATE Al D
PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON THEREFOR TO THE
COW SSI ONER. THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL I NCLUDE SUCH |NFORMATION AS THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE.

(© UPON APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR STATE AID PURSUANT TO THI' S
SUBDI VI SI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL COWVPUTE AND CERTI FY THE AMOUNT PAYA-
BLE TO A MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ON OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT. SUCH STATE AID SHALL
BE PAYABLE UPON THE AUDIT AND WARRANT OF THE STATE COVWPTROLLER FROM
VOUCHERS CERTI FI ED AND APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to tax
years beginning on or after the first of March next succeedi ng such
effective date; or in the case of nmunicipal taxing authorities which
have a taxable status date other than March first established by char-
ter, this act shall take effect with the first establishnent of the
taxable status of real property in the nunicipality next succeeding the
effective date of this act.



