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STATE OF NEW YORK

6592-- A
I N SENATE
January 29, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Elections -- comttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to enacting the young
adult voter registration act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |I|egislature hereby finds and
decl ares that voting is a central tenet of denobcracy. The vitality of
the denocratic process depends on voter participation in elections. Yet,
far too few New Yorkers vote in |ocal, state or national elections, and
voter participation has been declining. The legislature finds that
affirmative steps are necessary to encourage and increase voter partic-
i pation in all elections.

The legislature further finds that this decline and Ilack of partic-
ipation is due, in part, to the fact that voters find it difficult to
regi ster to vote. Although state | aw provi des nmechanisnms for distribut-
ing voter registration forns by state agencies as part of agency-based
voter registration prograns, the departnment of education does not
participate in such prograns. The |l egislature finds that the departnent
of education is uniquely positioned in the state to enhance the partic-
i pation of young people in the denocratic process by distributing voter
registration forns to potential young voters.

S 2. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "young adult
voter registration act".

S 3. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 5-231 to read
as foll ows:

S 5-231. YOUNG ADULT VOTER REG STRATION. 1. REGQ STRATI ON OF VOTERS.
EACH PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HI GH SCHOOL W THI N THE STATE SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE
DURI NG THE SCHOOL YEAR TO ALL STUDENTS SUCH MATERIALS AS MAY BE
PUBLI SHED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS RELATI NG TO VOTER REQ STRATI ON AND
VHERE APPROPRI ATE, SHALL PROVIDE APPLICATIONS FOR REG STRATION AND
ENROLLMENT, AND MAY ASSI ST I N THE EXECUTI ON OF SUCH APPLI CATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. REG STRATION OF GRADUATING SEN ORS. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL PROVI DE A POSTAGE PAI D VOTER REQ STRATI ON FORM TO EACH GRADUATI NG
STUDENT WHO RECEI VES A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO
A REGENTS, LOCAL, GENERAL EQUI VALENCY OR | NDI VIDUALIZED EDUCATI ON
PROGRAM DI PLOVA, OR TO ANY STUDENT WHO REQUESTS ONE.

3. FORMS TO BE AVAI LABLE AT SCHOOL. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL
ENSURE THAT POSTAGE PAI D VOTER REG STRATI ON FORMS ARE AVAI LABLE IN THE
MAI N OR CENTRAL OFFI CE OF EACH HI GH SCHOOL UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE
DEPARTMENT FOR STUDENTS WHO W SH TO OBTAIN ONE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
ALSO ENSURE THAT EACH SUCH HI GH SCHOOL PROVI DES ADEQUATE NOTICE TO ITS
STUDENTS OF THE AVAILABILITY OF SUCH FORMS INITS MAIN OR CENTRAL
OFFI CE.

4. SUFFI Cl ENT QUANTI TY OF FORMS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REQUEST FROM THE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS A SUFFI Cl ENT QUANTI TY OF VOTER REG STRATI ON FORMB TO
MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



