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STATE OF NEW YORK

6566
I N SENATE
January 27, 2016

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to teen dating violence
educati on prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 11 of the education law, as
anended by chapter 102 of the laws of 2012, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

7. "Harassnent" and "bullying" shall mean the creation of a hostile
envi ronnent by conduct or by threats, intimdation, COERCI ON or abuse,
i ncl udi ng cyberbul |l yi ng OR TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE, that (a) has or would
have the effect of unreasonably and substantially interfering with a
student's educational performance, opportunities or benefits, or nental,
enoti onal or physical well-being; or (b) reasonably causes or would
reasonably be expected to cause a student to fear for his or her phys-
ical safety; or (c) reasonably causes or would reasonably be expected to
cause physical injury or enotional harmto a student; or (d) occurs off
school property and creates or wuld foreseeably create a risk of
substanti al disruption within the school environnent, where it is fore-
seeable that the conduct, threats, intimdation or abuse m ght reach
school property. Acts of harassnment and bullying shall include, but not
be limted to, those acts based on a person's actual or perceived race,
col or, weight, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious prac-
tice, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex. For the purposes of
this definition the term"threats, intimdation or abuse" shall include
ver bal and non-verbal actions.

S 2. Section 11 of the education |law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. "TEEN DATING VIOLENCE" SHALL MEAN EMOTI ONAL ABUSE, ELECTRONIC
ABUSE, SEXUAL ABUSE WHI CH | NCLUDES SEXUAL COERCI ON, AND/ OR PHYSI CAL
ABUSE BY A PERSON TO HARM THREATEN, | NTI M DATE, CONTROL, AND/ OR ATTEMPT
TO CONTROL ANOTHER PERSON I N A RELATIONSHIP OF A ROVANTIC OR | NTI MATE
NATURE, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THAT RELATI ONSHI P IS CONTI NU NG OR HAD

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CONCLUDED OR THE NUMBER OF | NTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE | NDI VI DUALS
| NVOLVED.

S 3. Section 13 of the education |law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi -
vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. QU DELI NES RELATI NG TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGQ ES AND RESPONSES
TO TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON THI RTEEN-A OF THI S ARTI -
CLE

S 4. The education law is anended by adding a new section 13-a to read
as foll ows:

S 13-A PCLICIES, PROCEDURES AND GUI DELI NES FOR TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS. 1. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE TRUSTEES OR SOLE
TRUSTEE OF EVERY SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL CREATE POLI ClI ES, PROCEDURES AND
GUI DELI NES TO | MPLEMENT EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS | N Kl NDERGARTEN
THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE TO PREVENT, DETER AND ADDRESS | NCl DENTS OF TEEN
DATI NG VI CLENCE THAT | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LI M TED TGO

A. | NCORPORATI NG AGE- APPROPRI ATE | NFORVATI ON ABOUT HEALTHY RELATI ON
SH PS AND TEEN DATING WVIOLENCE |INTO THE SCHOOL'S EXI STI NG CURRI CULUM
THAT | NCLUDES: (1) A DEFINITION OF TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE; (11) RECOGN -
TION OF WARNING SIGNS; (I111) CHARACTERI STICS OF A HEALTHY RELATI ONSHI P
(1'V) LINKS BETWEEN BULLYI NG AND TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE; (V) RESPONSIBLE
USE OF TECHNOLOGY; AND (VI) RESPONSI BLE BYSTANDER SKI LLS AND BEHAVI ORS

B. PROVIDING TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR TEACHERS, ADM NI STRATORS AND
PERSONNEL ;

C. DESI GNATI NG AT LEAST ONE PERSON AS A PREVENTION LIAISON WHO IS
RESPONSI BLE FOR COORDI NATING ALL TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AND HEALTHY
RELATI ONSHI P | NI TI ATI VES; AND

D. DEVELOPI NG A RESPONSE PROGRAM TO | NCI DENTS OF TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE
VHI CH | NCLUDES MONI TORI NG AND REPORTI NG COVPONENTS.

2. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE TRUSTEES OR SOLE TRUSTEE OF EVERY
SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL CREATE SUCH POLI Cl ES, PROCEDURES AND GUI DELI NES I N
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE NEW YORK STATE COALI TI ON AGAI NST DOVESTI C VI OLENCE
AND LOCAL COMMUNI TY PROVI DERS, AND | NCLUDE W THOUT LI M TATI ON SUCH MODEL
PROVI SIONS AS ARE RECOWENDED BY THE NEW YORK STATE COALI TI ON AGAI NST
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE

S 5. Paragraph j of subdivision 2 of section 2801-a of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 181 of the | aws of 2000, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

j. strategies for inmproving comunication anong students and between
students and staff and reporting of potentially violent incidents, such
as the establishnent of youth-run prograns, peer nediation, conflict
resolution, <creating a forum or designating a nentor for students
concerned with bullying or violence, | NCLUDI NG TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE, and
est abl i shi ng anonynous reporting nmechani sms for school violence; and

S 6. Section 801-a of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 102 of
the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 801-a. Instruction in civility, citizenship and character education.

The regents shall ensure that the course of instruction in grades
ki ndergarten through twelve includes a conmponent on civility, «citizen-
ship and character education. Such conponent shall instruct students on

the principles of honesty, tolerance, personal responsibility, respect
for others, wth an enphasis on PREVENTI NG AND di scouragi ng acts of
harassnent, bullying, |INCLUDING TEEN DATING VIOLENCE, discrimnation,
observance of |aws and rules, courtesy, dignity and other traits which
wi || enhance the quality of their experiences in, and contributions to,
the conmunity. Such conponent shall include instruction of safe, respon-
sible use of +the internet and electronic communications. The regents
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shall determ ne how to incorporate such conmponent in existing curricula
and the conm ssioner shall promul gate any regul ati ons needed to carry
out such determ nation of the regents. For the purposes of this section,
“tol erance,"” "respect for others" and "dignity" shall include awareness
and sensitivity to harassnent, bullying, | NCLUDI NG TEEN DATI NG VI OLENCE
discrimnation and civility in the relations of people of different
races, weights, national origins, ethnic groups, religions, religious
practices, nental or physical abilities, sexual orientations, genders,
and sexes.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided that the comm ssioner of education
is authorized to pronulgate any and all rules and regulations and take
any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this act on its effective date
on or before such date.



