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STATE OF NEW YORK

6455
I N SENATE
January 13, 2016

Introduced by Sen. MARTINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to registration
of drones

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new

article 48-D to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 48-D
REG STRATI ON OF DRONES
SECTI ON 2420. REG STRATI ON OF DRONES; FEES; RENEWALS.
2421. PUNI SHVENT FOR VI OLATI ON

S 2420. REG STRATI ON OF DRONES; FEES; RENEWALS. 1. REQ STRATION BY
OMERS. NO DRONES SHALL BE OPERATED W THOUT FI RST BElI NG REG STERED | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE

EVERY OAMNER OF A DRONE SHALL CAUSE TO BE FILED, BY MAIL OR OTHERW SE
IN THE OFFICE OR A BRANCH OFFI CE OF THE COW SSI ONER, OR W TH AN AGENT
OF THE COW SSI ONER, CONSTI TUTED AS PROVIDED I N TH S CHAPTER, AN APPLI -
CATION FOR REQ STRATI ON, ADDRESSED TO THE COWM SSI ONER, AND ON A SPACE
THEREON TO BE PREPARED UNDER THE DI RECTION OF AND FURNISHED BY THE
COW SSI ONER FOR THAT PURPOSE, CONTAINING (A) A BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF
THE DRONE TO BE REG STERED, | NCLUDI NG THE NAME OF THE MANUFACTURER AND
FACTORY NUMBER OF SUCH DRONE; (B) THE NAME, RESI DENCE, | NCLUDI NG COUNTY
AND BUSI NESS ADDRESS OF THE OMNER OF SUCH DRONE

2. REQ STRATI ON RECORD. UPON THE RECEI PT OF A SUFFI CI ENT APPLI CATI ON
FOR REGQ STRATION, AS PROVIDED IN THI S ARTI CLE, THE COW SSI ONER OR AGENT
RECEIVING | T SHALL REG STER SUCH DRONE, AND MAI NTAIN A RECORD OF THE
REG STRATI ON OF SUCH DRONE UNDER THE DI STI NCTI VE NUMBER ASSI GNED TO SUCH
DRONE, AS PROVIDED IN THI' S SECTI ON, AND THE | NFORMATI ON I N SUCH RECORD
MAY BE OBTAINED UPON PAYMENT OF THE FEES SPECIFIED I N SECTI ON TWD
HUNDRED TWO OF THI S CHAPTER

3. CERTI FI CATE OF REG STRATION. UPON THE FILING OF SUCH APPLI CATION
AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED, THE COMM SSI ONER SHALL
ASSI GN TO SUCH DRONE A DI STI NCTI VE NUMBER AND, W THOUT EXPENSE TO THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPLI CANT, |ISSUE AND DELIVER IN SUCH MANNER AS THE COWM SSI ONER MAY
SELECT TO THE OMNER A CERTI FI CATE OF REGQ STRATION, I N SUCH FORM AS THE
COW SSI ONER  MAY PRESCRI BE. IN THE EVENT OF THE LGSS, MJTILATI ON OR
DESTRUCTI ON OF ANY CERTI FI CATE OF REG STRATI ON, THE OMNER OF A REQ S-
TERED DRONE MAY FILE SUCH STATEMENT AND PROOF OF THE FACTS AS THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL REQUIRE, WTH A FEE OF THREE DOLLARS, IN THE OFFI CE
OF THE COW SSI ONER, OR, UNLESS AND UNTI L THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL OTHER-
WSE DIRECT, |IN THE OFFI CE OF THE AGENT WHO | SSUED THE CERTI FI CATE AND
THE COWMM SSI ONER OR HI' S AGENT, AS THE CASE MAY BE, SHALL | SSUE A DUPLI -
CATE OR SUBSTI TUTE.

4. TIMES FOR REG STRATI ON AND REREG STRATI ON. REGQ STRATI ON APPLI ED FOR
AND CERTI FI CATES | SSUED UNDER ANY APPLI CATI ON SHALL EXPI RE ON A DATE
DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. REG STRATI ON SHALL BE RENEWED PERI OD-
| CALLY IN THE SAME MANNER AND UPON PAYMENT OF THE SAME ANNUAL FEE AS
PROVI DED I N THI S SECTI ON FOR REG STRATI ON, TO TAKE EFFECT AND TO EXPI RE
ON DATES TO BE DETERM NED BY THE COW SSI ONER. PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT
THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL HAVE AUTHORI TY TO FIX THE LENGTH OF TIME FOR
VH CH ANY SUCH DRONE WHI CH IS REA STERED W THOUT FEE SHALL BE REGQ S-
TERED. PROVI DED FURTHER, HOWAEVER, THAT RENEWAL OF A REG STRATI ON MAY BE
USED PRECEDI NG THE EXPI RATI ON DATE OF SUCH REQ STRATI ON | NCLUDI NG SUCH
EXPI RATI ON DATE.

5. REGQ STRATI ON FEES. A. THE ANNUAL FEE FOR REGQ STRATION OR REREG S
TRATI ON OF A DRONE SHALL BE FI VE DOLLARS.

B. WHERE A REG STRATION | S MADE FOR A PERI OD OF MORE OR LESS THAN ONE
CALENDAR VYEAR, THE REGQ STRATION FEE SHALL NOT BE PRORATED. THE
PROVI SI ONS HEREOF W TH RESPECT TO THE PAYMENT OF REQ STRATI ON FEES SHALL
NOT APPLY TO DRONES OMNED OR CONTROLLED BY THE STATE, A CITY, COUNTY,
VI LLAGE OR TOWN OR ANY OF THE DEPARTMENTS THEREOF, OR ANY SCHOOL
DI STRICT OR COUNTY EXTENSI ON SERVI CE ASSCCI ATI ON, BUT I N OTHER RESPECTS
SHALL BE APPLI CABLE.

6. "DRONE" AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL MEAN AN UNVANNED Al RCRAFT
VH CH IS OPERATED REMOTELY W THOUT THE PGOSSIBILITY OF DI RECT HUVAN
| NTERVENTI ON FROM W THI N OR ON THE Al RCRAFT.

S 2421. PUNISHMVENT FOR VIOLATION. THE VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE
PROVI SIONS OF SECTI ON TVENTY- FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE PUNI SHABLE BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN TWENTY- FI VE NOR MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS EXCEPT, |F THE VI OLATI ON CONSI STS OF FAI LURE TO RENEW A
REG STRATI ON WHI CH WAS VALID WTHI N SI XTY DAYS, THE FINE SHALL BE NOT
LESS THAN TEN DOLLARS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



