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STATE OF NEW YORK

6297
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 6, 2016

I ntroduced by Sen. SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anendnent to article 7 of the constitution, in relation to
t he di version of dedicated funds

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That article 7 of the
constitution be anmended by adding a new section 20 to read as foll ows:

S 20. RESTRICTIONS ON DI VERSI ON OF DEDI CATED FUNDS; DECLARATION OF
FI SCAL EMERGENCY. 1. THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL NOT DI VERT REVENUES DERI VED
FROM TAXES AND FEES PAID BY THE PUBLIC |INTO ANY DEDI CATED FUND FOR
PURPCSES OTHER THAN THOSE FOR VWHI CH THAT FUND WAS | NTENDED.  PROHI Bl TED
DI VERSI ONS SHALL | NCLUDE, W THOUT LI M TATI ON:

(A) BUDGETARY TRANSFERS OF DEDI CATED FUND REVENUES | NTO THE GENERAL
FUND OF THE STATE OR I NTO ANY OTHER FUND MAI NTAI NED FOR THE SUPPORT OF
ANOTHER GOVERNMENTAL PURPCSE;

(B) ADM NI STRATI VE ACTS BY THE EXECUTI VE THAT WOULD TRANSFER DEDI CATED
FUND REVENUES | NTO THE GENERAL FUND OF THE STATE OR | NTO ANY OTHER FUND
MAI NTAI NED FOR THE SUPPORT OF ANOTHER GOVERNMENTAL PURPCSE;

(C) ADDI TION, BY STATUTE OR ADM NI STRATI VE ACTI ON, OF NEW PURPCSES FOR
VH CH APPROPRI ATION SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR USE OF DEDI CATED FUND
REVENUES, | NCLUDI NG ADDI TI ON OF NEW PURPQOSES | NTO DEDI CATED FUND ENACT-
| NG LEGQ SLATI ON; AND

(D) REMOVAL, BY STATUTE OR ADM NI STRATI VE ACTI ON, OF SOURCES OF REVEN-
UE CREATED BY STATUTE, UNLESS REPLACED W TH A GREATER SOURCE OF DEDI -
CATED REVENUE.

2. THE ONLY | NSTANCE I N WHI CH DEDI CATED REVENUES MAY BE DI VERTED SHALL
BE UPON DECLARATI ON OF A FI SCAL EMERGENCY BY THE GOVERNOR, WHI CH SHALL
BE ACCOVPANI ED BY A DI VERSI ON | MPACT STATEMENT.

(A) A FISCAL EMERGENCY MAY BE DECLARED BY THE GOVERNOR AND DI VERSI ON
OF FUNDS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED | F THE GOVERNOR NEEDS THE REVENUES TO REPEL
I NVASI ON, SUPPRESS | NSURRECTI ON, DEFEND THE STATE AFTER A DECLARATI ON OF
WAR, RESPOND TO AN ACT OF TERRORI SM OR RESPOND TO A NATURAL DI SASTER.
PRI OR TO DI VERTI NG REVENUES, THE GOVERNOR SHALL NOTI FY THE MAJORI TY AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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M NORI TY LEADERSH P OF THE LEGQ SLATURE. THE DI VERSI ON | MPACT STATEMENT
MAY BE PROVI DED RETROACTI VELY UNDER THESE Cl RCUMSTANCES.

(B) NO OTHER DI VERSIONS SHALL BE AUTHORIZED UNTIL THE GOVERNOR
DECLARES A STATE OF FI SCAL EMERGENCY TO THE MAJORITY AND M NORITY LEAD
ERSH P OF THE LEAQ SLATURE, WH CH SHALL, BY CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON, RATIFY
THI'S FISCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION. THE ASSENT OF TWO THI RDS OF THE
MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL BE REQUI SITE TO PASS SUCH
RESCLUTI ON  AND ANY LEQ SLATI VE APPROPRI ATI ONS THAT AUTHORI ZE THE DI VER-
SI ON OF FUNDS.

(O |IF ANY DI VERSI ON OF FUNDS OCCURS UPON DECLARATI ON OF FI SCAL EMER-
GENCY DURI NG A REGULAR OR EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON OF THE LEGQ SLATURE, THE
BUDGET OR LEG SLATI ON DI VERTI NG FUNDS SHALL | NCLUDE A Dl VERSI ON | MPACT
STATEMENT VWH CH | NCLUDES THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON:

(1) THE AMOUNT DI VERTED FROM EACH FUND;

(1) THE CUMULATI VE AMOUNT DI VERTED FROM EACH OF THE FUNDS SUBJECT TO
Dl VERSI ON DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG FI VE YEARS, WH CH SHALL ALSO BE CATEGOR-
| ZED BY FUND TYPE;

(1'11) THE DATE OR DATES WHEN THE DI VERSI ON OR DI VERSI ONS ARE TO OCCUR;

(1V) A DETAILED ESTIMATE OF THE | MPACT OF DI VERSI ON FROM EACH FUND;
AND

(V) THE PURPOSE FOR WHI CH THE FUNDS W LL BE DI VERTED.

(D) THE DI VERSI ON | MPACT STATEMENT MAY BE PROVI DED RETROACTI VELY UPON
DECLARATI ON OF A FI SCAL EMERGENCY UNDER THE Cl RCUMSTANCES OF PARAGRAPH
(A) OF THIS SUBDIVISION. THE DIVERSION | MPACT STATEMENT SHALL BE
PROVI DED CONCURRENTLY W TH THE GOVERNOR S FI SCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATI ON
AND PRI OR TO | NTRODUCTI ON OF THE CONCURRENT LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION |F
THE FISCAL EMERGENCY |S DECLARED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI'S
SUBDI VI SI ON.

(E) NOTW THSTANDI NG PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, A FI SCAL EMER-
GENCY MAY ONLY BE DECLARED |F CERTAIN ECONOM C CONDI TI ONS ARE MET.
THESE | NDI CATORS AND THE PROCESS FOR BRI EFI NG THE LEQ SLATURE AND PUBLI C
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED BY STATUTE. |F THE FI SCAL EMERGENCY DECLARATION IS
MADE BEFORE PASSAGE OF THE AFOREMENTI ONED STATUTE, THE GOVERNOR SHALL
USE THE COWVPOSI TE | NDEX OF BUSI NESS CYCLE | NDI CATORS ESTABLI SHED PURSU
ANT TO SECTION 14 OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE LAWS OF 2007.

S 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing be referred
to the first regular legislative session convening after the next
succeedi ng general election of nmenbers of the assenbly, and, in conform
ity with section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be published for 3
nont hs previous to the tinme of such el ection.



