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STATE OF NEW YORK

6271
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 6, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT to anend the arts and cultural affairs law and the economc
devel opnent law, in relation to creating the arts and cultural
district

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The arts and cultural affairs law is anmended by adding a
new section 3.17 to read as foll ows:

S 3.17. ARTS AND CULTURAL DISTRICT. 1. THE COUNCIL SHALL DEVELCP
CRI TERI A AND GUI DELI NES FOR STATE DESI GNATED ARTS AND CULTURAL DI STRI CTS
AND SHALL DEVELOP AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR RECEI VI NG SUCH A DESI G
NATI ON. A DI STRICT SHALL BE DEFINED AS A GECGRAPHIC AREA OF A dTY,
TOW, OR VILLAGE WTH A CONCENTRATI ON OF ARTS OR CULTURAL FACILITIES
LOCATED WTHI N | TS BOUNDARI ES. CRITERIA DEVELOPED BY THE COUNCIL TO
DESI GNATE A DI STRICT SHALL | NCLUDE DETERM NATI ONS THAT SUCH DI STRI CT:
(A) ATTRACTS ARTI STS OR CULTURAL ENTERPRISES TO THE COWUNITY, (B)
ENCOURAGES BUSI NESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT DUE TO THE PRE- EXI STI NG | NSTI -
TUTIONS, (C) ATTRACTS A SUFFI CI ENT AMOUNT OF TOURI SM (D) ENHANCES LOCAL
PROPERTY VALUES AND FOSTERS LOCAL CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT, OR (E) HAS THE
POTENTI AL TO MEET ANY OF THE CATEGORI CAL DETERM NATI ONS | F SUFFI Cl ENT
STATE SUPPORT AND ASSI STANCE | S PROVI DED TO THE PROPOSED DI STRICT. THE
COUNCI L SHALL ALSO DEVELOP GUI DELI NES THAT PROVI DE ASSI STANCE TO A CI TY,
TOW, OR VILLAGE IN DEVELOPING AN APPLICATION FOR DI STRI CT CERTI F-
| CATI ON.

2. FOR ANY STATE DESI GNATED ARTS AND CULTURAL DI STRICT, THE COUNCIL
AND THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATI ON SHALL PROVI DE STATE SUPPORTED
ASS|I STANCE TO THE DISTRICT IN I TS ACTIVITIES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED
TO TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE | N APPLYI NG FOR FEDERAL AND NON- PROFI T GRANTS,
MARKETI NG EXPERTI SE, | DENTI FI CATI ON OF OTHER STATE RESOURCES THAT MAY
ASSIST A DISTRICT'S ACTIVITIES OR PROGRAMS THAT COULD BE CREATED OR
EXPANDED W THI N STATE AGENCI ES TO ASSI ST DI STRI CTS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD13316- 02- 5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 6271 2

3. FOR ANY GRANTS OR FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THI'S
ARTI CLE, THE COUNCIL SHALL PROVI DE THE MOST FAVORABLE TREATMENT ALLOW
ABLE TO AN APPLI CANT LOCATED W THI N A DESI GNATED DI STRI CT.

4. TWD OR MORE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS MAY JO NTLY APPLY FOR A DESI GNATED
DI STRI CT WHERE THE PROPCSED GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF SUCH DI STRICT SHALL
EXTEND ACROSS COVMONLY HELD JURI SDI CTlI ONAL BOUNDARI ES.

5. THE COUNCI L MAY ACCEPT OR REJECT AN APPLI CATI ON UNDER THI S SECTI ON
AND MAY PROPOSE AMENDMVENTS TO THE APPLI CATION IN LIEU OF ACCEPTANCE.
APPLI CANTS SHALL BE PROVIDED A RESPONSE WTHI N N NETY DAYS OF THE
RECEI PT OF THE APPLI CATI ON, AND ANY AMENDMENTS TO SUCH AN APPLI CATI ON
SHALL BE RESPONDED TO W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT.

S 2. Paragraphs 4 and 5 of subdivision (e) of section 168 of the
econoni ¢ devel opnent | aw, are renunbered paragraphs 5 and 6 and a new
paragraph 4 is added to read as foll ows:

(4) EVALUATE AND MAKE RECOMVENDATIONS TO SUPPORT SPECI FI C TOURI SM
PROMOTI ON FOR ANY STATE DESIGNATED ARTS AND CULTURAL DI STRICT, AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 3.17 OF THE ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAI RS LAW

S 3. No later than three hundred sixty-five days after the effective
date of this act, the council of the arts shall issue a report to the
tenporary president of the Senate, the speaker of the Assenbly, and the
chairs of the relevant |egislative cormittees recommendi ng any changes
to any provisions of law that would effectuate the purpose of this act,
including but not limted to providing additional state incentives and
benefits, altering the application process, pronoting additional tour-
ism and any other nmeasures that would aid the operations of proposed
and current arts and cultural districts.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



