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STATE OF NEW YORK

6253
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 6, 2016

I ntroduced by Sens. MJURPHY, CROClI -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmmtted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Honel and
Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to directing the division
of honel and security and emergency services to develop a plan to
ensure that refugee settlenent agencies nonitor certain refugees; and
directing the office for new Anericans to conduct a background check
on refugees; to anend the social services law, in relation to requir-
ing aliens admtted to the United States as refugees to register wth
the office of tenporary and disability assistance; and to anend the
not-for-profit corporation law, in relation to requiring refugee
resettlement agencies to submt quarterly reports to the bureau of
refugee and i nm grant assistance and requiring such agencies to noni-
tor refugees for a certain period of tine

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (u) of subdivision 2 of section 709 of the execu-
tive lawis relettered paragraph (v) and a new paragraph (u) is added to
read as foll ows:

DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A PLAN TO ENSURE THAT ALL REFUGEE SETTLEMENT
AGENCI ES COWPLY WTH THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTION ONE THOUSAND FOUR
HUNDRED THI RTEEN OF THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW

S 2. Paragraphs (m and (n) of subdivision 5 of section 94-b of the
executive |law, as added by chapter 206 of the |laws of 2014, are anended
and a new paragraph (o) is added to read as foll ows:

(m Encourage and assist |ocal governnents in the devel opnent of
activities to enhance civic engagenent anong i mrigrants and in inmm grant
comuni ties; [and]

(n) Beginning in tw thousand fifteen, by June fifteenth of each year,
produce a report to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, and the
tenporary president of the senate describing the activities of the
of fice, including but not limted to, sunmarizing calls received through
the hotline and website, information on ESCL training services provided

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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by the office, the nunber of immgrants assisted through the opportunity
centers, or an estinmation thereof, the status of any workforce devel op-
ment prograns, and any other relevant information[.]; AND

(O SCREEN AND PERFORM A BACKGROUND SCREENI NG OF EVERY | MM GRANT WHO
REG STERS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON NI NE OF SECTI ON TWENTY OF THE SOCI AL
SERVI CES LAW TO ENSURE THAT THE | MM GRANT DCES NOT PRESENT A SECURI TY
RI SK TO THE STATE OR THE UNI TED STATES. THE OFFICE SHALL PROVIDE THE
RESULTS OF EACH SUCH SCREENI NG TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW THE DI VI SI ON OF
STATE PCOLICE, AND THE DIVISION OF HOVELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY
SERVI CES.

S 3. Paragraph (i) of subdivision 3 of section 20 of the social
services l|law, as added by chapter 304 of the laws of 1990, is anmended
and a new paragraph (j) is added to read as foll ows:

(i) to assure confornmance with federal law, by entering into agree-
ments with the federal social security admnistration and public agen-
cies in other states responsible for admnistering the food stanp

program or progranms under title I, Il, IV-A [V-D X XV, XVI, or XX
of the social security act under which the departnent will provide such
agencies, when required by federal l|aw and only to the extent so

required, with data which may be of use in establishing or verifying
eligibility for or benefit amobunts in such prograns or ability to pay
support for a person receiving support collection services including
data obtained from the wage reporting systemoperated by the state
departnment of taxation and finance pursuant to section one hundred
seventy-one-a of the tax law.]; AND

(J) TO COLLECT AND MAI NTAI N REPORTS SUBM TTED BY REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
AGENCI ES PURSUANT TO SECTION FOURTEEN HUNDRED THI RTEEN OF THE
NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW

S 4. Section 20 of the social services |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. (A) THE BUREAU OF REFUGEE AND | MM GRANT ASSI STANCE OF THE OFFI CE OF
TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL PROVIDE TO EACH ALIEN WHO
RESI DES | N THE STATE, AND WHO WAS ADM TTED TO THE UNI TED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AS A REFUGEE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED SEVEN OF THE UNI TED
STATES | MM GRATI ON AND NATI ONALI TY ACT (8 USC S 1157) OR WHO WAS GRANTED
ASYLUM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED EI GHT OF SUCH ACT (8 USC S 1158),
THAT HE OR SHE | S REQUI RED, W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF ENTERI NG THE STATE,
TO

(1) REGQ STER AS A REFUGEE W TH THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY
ASS| STANCE; AND

(1) BE | NTERVI EAED BY AND PROVIDE HI' S OR HER FI NGERPRI NTS TO AN OFFI -
CER OR EMPLOYEE OF SUCH OFFI CE DESI GNATED BY THE COWMM SSI ONER OF TEMPO
RARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE.

(B) THE COW SSIONER OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL
MAI NTAI N ALL REFUGEE REGQ STRATI ON DATA AND | NFORMATI ON I N AN ELECTRONI C
DATABASE. NOT LESS THAN ON A MONTHLY BASIS, THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND
DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL FORWARD A COPY OF THE REG STRATI ON RECORD OF
EACH REFUGEE WHO REGQ STERED DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG MONTH, TO THE OFFI CE OF
CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE OFFICE FOR
NEW AMERI CANS, THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW THE DI VI SION OF STATE POLI CE, AND
THE DI VI SI ON OF HOVELAND SECURI TY AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES.

(C) ANNUALLY, ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY FI RST, THE COVMM SSI ONER OF TEMPO
RARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL SUBM T A REPORT ON THE REG STRATI ON
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED BY THI' S SUBDI VI SION TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY. SUCH REPORT
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SHALL | NCLUDE THE NUMBER OF REFUCGEES WHO REG STERED DURI NG THE PREVI QUS
CALENDAR YEAR AND THEI R COUNTRI ES OF ORI G N.

S 5. The not-for-profit corporation |aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 1413 to read as foll ows:

S 1413. REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT AGENCI ES.

(A) DEFINITION. "REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT AGENCY" MEANS A VOLUNTARY ACGEN
CY, AS DEFI NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 1411 OF THE UNI TED STATES | MM GRATI ON
AND NATIONALITY ACT (8 U S.C S 1521), ORGAN ZATION, OR AFFI LI ATE OF
SUCH AGENCY OR ORGANI ZATI ON THAT RECElI VES FEDERAL FUNDI NG FOR REFUGEE
RECEPTI ON AND PLACEMENT RESETTLEMENT SERVI CES OR OTHER FEDERAL GRANTS
| NTENDED FOR THE SUPPORT OF REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT ACTI VI Tl ES.

(B) REPORTI NG REQUI REMENT. EACH REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT AGENCY SHALL
REPORT, ON A QUARTERLY BASIS, TO THE BUREAU OF REFUGEE AND | MM GRANT
ASS| STANCE OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE:

(1) THE TOTAL NUMBER OF REFUGEES RESETTLED BY THE AGENCY AND THE TOTAL
OF SUCH REFUGEES | N EACH OF THE FOLLOW NG AGE GROUPS:

(A) UNDER EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE,

(B) BETWEEN EI GHTEEN AND SI XTY- FOUR YEARS OF AGE, AND

(O SIXTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER,

(2) THE PUBLI C ASSI STANCE BENEFI TS THE REFUGEES HAVE APPLIED FOR OR
HAVE BEEN GRANTED; AND

(3) THE COUNTRIES OF ORIG N OF THE REFUGEES.

(© MONITORING REQUI REMENT. EACH REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT AGENCY SHALL
MONI TOR REFUGEES WHO HAVE REGQ STERED W TH THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND
DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON NI NE OF SECTI ON TWENTY OF
THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR OR UNTIL SUCH TIME AS A
REFUGEE | S GRANTED PERMANENT RESI DENT STATUS BY THE UNI TED STATES C Tl -
ZENSHI P AND | MM GRATI ON SERVI CES, WH CHEVER SHALL OCCUR FI RST.

S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



