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STATE OF NEW YORK

5946
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 12, 2015

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to requiring pet
deal ers to provide instructions on the care of small aninals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section
391-t to read as foll ows:

S 391-T. SALE OF SMALL ANI MALS; I NSTRUCTIONS ON CARE. 1. AS USED IN
THIS SECTION, A "SMALL ANI MAL" SHALL MEAN ANY SMALL MAMVAL, EXCLUDI NG
DOGS OR CATS, INCLUDING BUT NOT' LIMTED TO  HAMSTERS, CHI NCHI LLAS,
GU NEA PIGS, CERBILS, RABBITS, M CE, RATS, FERRETS AND ANY SMALL AMPHI -
Bl ANS OR REPTILES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO FROGS, SNAKES AND
LI ZARDS.

2. EVERY PET DEALER, AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED OF THE AGRI -
CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW AS WELL AS ANY RETAILER THAT SELLS SMALL
ANl MALS TO THE PUBLIC, SHALL DELI VER OR PROVI DE DI G TAL ACCESS TO THE
PURCHASER OF A SMALL ANI MAL, AT THE TI ME OF SALE, CGENERAL WRI TTEN RECOMW
MENDATI ONS FOR THE GENERALLY ACCEPTED CARE OF THE CLASS OF SUCH SMALL
ANI MAL, OBTAINED FROM SOURCES | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO A STATE OR
NATI ONAL: PROFESSI ONAL ASSOCI ATI ON ESTABLI SHED TO FURTHER THE VETERI NARY
PROFESSI ONS; ASSOCI ATI ON ESTABLI SHED FOR THE PRESERVATION AND CARE OF
REPTI LES; OR PET | NDUSTRY ORGAN ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG PET RETAI LERS,
| NCLUDI NG | NFORVATI ON ON HOUSI NG, EQUI PMENT,  SANI TATI ON,  ENVI RONMENT,
FEEDI NG AND WATERI NG HANDLI NG, AND VETERI NARY CARE. THI S WRI TTEN | NFOR-
MATION SHALL BE IN A FORM DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS.

3. THI'S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE SALE OF SMALL ANI MALS THAT ARE
EXPRESSLY SOLD AS FEEDER AN NMALS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. THE PET DEALER OR RETAI LER THAT SELLS SMALL ANI MALS TO THE PUBLI C
SHALL FILE A COPY OF THE WRI TTEN | NSTRUCTI ONS ON CARE ANNUALLY WTH THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



