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STATE OF NEW YORK

5932
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 12, 2015

Introduced by Sen. SAVINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT relating to technol ogy systens used for |ocating mssing children
wi th devel opnental disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The |legislature hereby finds that the tragedy of Avonte
Oquendo who wandered away from his school never to be found alive again
highlights the continuing need to find ways to protect children with
devel opnental disabilities. Furthernore, the legislature finds that
timng plays a crucial role in preventing wandering incidents and
wanderi ng-rel ated deaths of children with autismor other devel opnental
disabilities. Because of this, the legislature finds that coordi nation
of search and rescue protocols that involve |ocator devices work nost
ef fectively when systens are coordi nat ed.

S 2. The conm ssioner of the division of crimnal justice services, in
consultation wth the conm ssioner of the office for people with devel -
opnmental disabilities, shall review informtion technol ogy systens used
for locating mssing children with devel opnental disabilities including
those that have been established by |ocal governnents for |ocating mss-
i ng persons for the purpose of naking reconmendati ons on the creation of
a statew de conmunication programthat could be wutilized by entities

operating such |locator systens. Such review shall include but not be
limted to:

a. a survey of all current information technology systens used by
| ocal governnents including but not Ilimted to global positioning

systens, radioterm nation technology, telenmetry and satellite position-
i ng systens;

b. an analysis of appropriate neans for coordi nation of infornmation
sharing anongst entities that currently utilize | ocator systens;
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c. a standardi zed process to assist |ocal governments and other enti-
ties interested in establishing a | ocator system

d. a process for synchronizing | ocator systems throughout the state;
and

e. appropriate response procedures by | aw enforcenent when conducting
search and rescue operations involving a child with devel opnental disa-
bilities.

S 3. Such review and reconmendati ons rmade pursuant to section two of
this act shall be published in a report and provided to the governor,
tenporary president of the senate and speaker of the assenbly no Ilater
t han one hundred twenty days foll owi ng enact nent.

S 4. The superintendent of the departnent of financial services, in
consultation with the comm ssioner of the departnment of health, shal
conduct a study to review health insurance coverage of technol ogy
systens used for locating children with devel opnental disabilities when
the treating physician or other licensed health care provider deens it
necessary for the health and safety of the <child. 1In conducting its
study, the departnent of financial services shall consider whether and
to what extent insurance conpanies in the state currently cover technol -
ogy systens used for locating children with devel opnental disabilities;
whether and to what extent coverage of technology systens used for
| ocating children with devel opmental disabilities would inpact preni umns;
the cost to the state of the new nandate; and to what extent coverage
should include rate of wuse, repair and nmaintenance, and nonthly
subscri ber fees.

S 5. The departnent of financial services shall consult with relevant

st akehol ders, including insurance conpani es, consuner advocacy groups,
di sability advocacy groups, and any other person or entity such depart-
nment deens necessary. Such departnent shall issue a report of its find-

ings as well as its recommendations as to whether insurance coverage of
technol ogy systens wused for locating children with devel opnental disa-
bilities is feasible, the extent to which such coverage should be
provi ded, and the inpact this would have on prem uns as well as the cost
to the state. Such department shall submit its report to the governor
the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and
the chairs of the senate and assenbly standi ng comrttees on insurance
no |l ater than one hundred eighty days following the effective date of
this act.
S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



