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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 8, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. CROCI, AKSHAR, BONACIC, BOYLE, CARLUCCI, DeFRANCI S-
CO FARLEY, FUNKE, GALLI VAN, GOLDEN, GRIFFO HANNON, LARKIN, LAVALLE
MARCHI ONE, MARTI NS, MURPHY, NOZZOLI O, SERINO, SEWARD -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on

Rul es -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmtted to said conmttee -- recommitted to the
Committee on Transportation in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended

and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to conpliance
with the federal Real |ID Act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known, and nmay be cited as the "New York
Remenbers Act”.

S 2. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby finds and decl ares the
fol | ow ng:

(a) That the federal Real ID Act, which was passed by Congress and
signed into law in 2005, is a coordinated effort by the states and
federal governnent, intended to inprove the reliability and accuracy of
state-issued identification docunents, which serve to inhibit a terror-
ist's ability to evade detection by using fraudul ent identification;

(b) That the standards established by the federal Real ID Act resulted
from a Congressional study investigating the various factors which |ed
to the horrific tragedy that occurred on Septenber 11, 2001;

(c) That in addition to devel opi ng tanper proof technologies wthin
the identification card itself, states were directed to initiate a proc-
ess whereby the docunentation submtted by an individual applying for a
state issued driver's license could be verified as authentic;
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(d) That the verification requirenent was neant to ensure that terror-
ists were not issued identification cards based on the proffering of
forged or otherw se fake docunentati on;

(e) That after ten years of non-conpliance, the departnent of notor
vehi cles applied for, and received a one-year conpliance waiver fromthe
federal governnent;

(f) That in addition to the security threat that further delay
presents, failure to conply could result in New Yorkers being denied
admttance to airports, federal facilities and mlitary bases as soon as
Oct ober 2016; and

(g) That it is the intent of this legislature, by and through enact-
ment of this act, to nmeet or exceed the document and issuance standards
set forth in the federal Real ID Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-13), in
order to ensure the safety and security of our great state, and to
provi de New Yorkers with a federally recogni zed and acceptable driver's
l'i cense.

S 3. Section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-A. COWLIANCE WTH FEDERAL REAL |D ACT. (A) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
PROVI SI ON OF LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, THAT IN THE | SSU
ANCE OF A DRIVER S LI CENSE UNDER THI S CHAPTER, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ONLY
| SSUE OR RElISSUE UPON APPLI CATI ON FOR RENEWAL OR REPLACEMENT, DRI VER S
LI CENSES WHI CH COWVPLY W TH SECTI ON 202 OF TITLE Il OF THE FEDERAL REAL
ID ACT OF 2005 (PUBLI C LAW 109-13) AND WH CH ARE ACCEPTABLE FOR FEDERAL
PURPCSES.

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW RULE OR REGULATION TO THE
CONTRARY, UPON THE SUBM SSI ON AND VERI FI CATI ON OF PROPER DOCUMENTATI ON,
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL RElI SSUE TO ANY CURRENT LI CENSEE POSSESSI NG A VALI D,
BUT NON- COVPLI ANT STATE | SSUED LICENSE, A DRIVER S LICENSE WHICH IS
COWLIANT WTH THE FEDERAL REAL |ID ACT AND WHI CH | S ACCEPTABLE FOR
FEDERAL PURPOSES. THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT CHARGE ANY FEE OR SURCHARGE
FOR THE REI SSUANCE OF ANY LI CENSE PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH.

(© ON DECEMBER FIRST OF EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T A
REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE DETAILING ANY ADDI TI ONAL
COSTS TO THE STATE RESULTI NG FROM COWPLI ANCE W TH THE FEDERAL REAL | D
ACT (PUBLI C LAW 109-13), I N ORDER FOR THE STATE TO REQUEST REI MBURSEMENT
FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT.

S 4. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
504-a to read as foll ows:

S 504-A. COWLI ANCE W TH FEDERAL LAW THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL UNDERTAKE
A REVIEWOF ALL APPLI CABLE FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATI ONS, CONCERNI NG THE
| SSUANCE OF DRI VER S LI CENSES AND VEHI CLE REGQ STRATI ONS, AND SHALL | SSUE
A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEG SLATURE, ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER FI RST OF
EACH YEAR, DETAI LI NG THE STATUS OF NEW YORK' S COWPLI ANCE WTH EACH AND
EVERY APPLI CABLE FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATI ON. THE REPORT SHALL EXPRESSLY
| DENTI FY ANY PORTI ON OF FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATION WTH WHI CH NEW YORK
STATE |I'S NOT PRESENTLY FULLY COVPLYI NG W TH, AND SHALL STATE ANY AND ALL
REASONS FOR THE FAlI LURE OF THE DEPARTMENT TO COWPLY.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have become a law Effective imedi ately, the departnment of
not or vehicles shall begin prormulgating rules and regulations to effec-
tuate the provisions of this act.



