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STATE OF NEW YORK

5780
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 3, 2015

Introduced by Sen. CROCI -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the state finance law in relation to establishing the
vet erans hone and community based care pilot program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. There is hereby created in the state division of veterans'
affairs a pilot programto test the benefit, quality, cost-effectiveness
and increased access to services of a coordinated, interdisciplinary
pl an of home and community based services for veterans. The program

shall seek through an enhanced integrated, interdisciplinary nodel to
nore fully neet the conprehensive health, psychosocial and rel ated needs
of veterans, pronote health and wel | ness, support quality of Ilife and

comuni ty engagenent.
S 2. The program shall be structured as a col |l aborative nodel between
hone care agencies, physicians and other partners, addressing the

conprehensive, interdisciplinary needs of veterans through honme and
community based services and the engagenent of partners throughout the
heal th, psychosocial, vocational and social service continuum The

program shal | provide an individualized plan for participating veterans,
whi ch consi ders the uni que needs and circunstances of each veteran,
including factors related to health, age, mlitary service and other
determining characteristics. Participation in the program by agencies,
physi ci ans, other program partners and veterans shall be voluntary.
S 3. (a) The state director of the division of veterans' affairs shal
i npl enment the pilot programthrough eligible hone care agencies, collab-
orati ng physicians and other partners with experience in veterans care.
(b) Eligible home care agencies include certified hone health agen-
cies, licensed honme care services agencies and long term hone health
care prograns.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(c) Such state director shall issue a request for applications to hone
care agencies wishing to apply, in conjunction with collaborating physi -
cians and partners to be considered for the pilot program Such state
di rector shall convene an advisory group to assist in establishing,
evaluating the results of and recommendi ng further action pursuant to
the pilot program the advisory group shall include representatives of
the state departnment of health, a statew de association representative
of hone health care services, a statew de associ ation representative of
physi ci ans, veterans organizations, the New York State Heal th Founda-
tion, and other parties with expertise in veterans affairs which the
director determnes to be appropriate. Such state director shall eval u-
ate and sel ect applicants for participation based on program and scoring
criteria determined by the director in consultation wth the advisory
gr oup.

S 4. The state director of the division of veterans' affairs is
authorized to seek federal funding to supplenent any state funds avail -
able to support the pilot program as well as to seek and receive
phil ant hropic funds for the program for deposit into the veterans hone
care pilot program fund established under section 99-aa of the state
finance law. Such state director is further authorized to seek federa
wai vers or other federal authority for integrating through the pil ot
programthe benefits available to veterans for pilot program services
through the United States departnment of veterans affairs, Medicare,
Medi cai d and/ or any other federal benefit program available for such
services to veterans.

S 5. The state division of veterans' affairs shall work with partic-
i pating providers to collect and anal yze experiential information and
data fromthe pilot programfor review and recommendati on for continua-
tion, nodification, expansion and/or other policy or program i nprovenent
for veterans.

S 6. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-aa to
read as foll ows:

S 99- AA. VETERANS HOVE CARE PI LOT PROGRAM FUND. 1. THERE |S HEREBY
ESTABLISHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER AND COWM S-
S| ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMWN AS THE " VETER-
ANS HOVE CARE PI LOT PROGRAM FUND'.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONEYS APPROPRI ATED FOR THE PURPCSE
OF SUCH FUND AND ANY GRANT, G FT, BEQUEST OR OTHER FUNDS DEPCSI TED | NTO
SUCH FUND FOR PURPOSES OF THE VETERAN HOVE CARE PILOT PROGRAM ESTAB-
LI SHED W THI N THE STATE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE STATE DI RECTOR OF
THE DIVISION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG GRANTS
AND FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE DI VI SI ON PURSUANT TO THE VETERANS HOVE CARE
Pl LOT PROGRAM

4. THE MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE PAID OUT ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT
OF THE COWPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS CERTI FI ED OR APPROVED BY THE STATE DI REC-
TOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS, OR BY AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE
OF THE DI VI SI ON DESI GNATED BY SUCH STATE DI RECTOR.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately.



