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STATE OF NEW YORK

5410
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 14, 2015

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comnmttee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the <city of New York, in
relation to additional guidelines and procedures to the designation
process for a landmark, interior |andmark, scenic | andmark and hi stor-
Ic district

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 25-303 of the adnministrative code of the city of
New Yor k, subdivision f as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 22 for the vyear
2002, subdivisions g, h and j as anmended by |ocal |aw nunber 71 for the
year 1991, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 25-303 Establishnent of |andmarks, landmark sites, interior |[|and-
mar ks, scenic |andnmarks and historic districts. a. For the purpose of
effecting and furthering the protection, preservation, enhancenent,
perpetuation and use of |andmarks, interior |andmarks, scenic |andmarks
and historic districts, the comm ssion shall have power, after a public
heari ng:

(1) to designate and, as herein provided in subdivision [j] L, in
order to effectuate the purposes of this chapter, to nmake suppl enental
designations as additions to, a list of Iandmarks which are identified
by a description setting forth the general characteristics and |ocation
t her eof ;

(2) to designate and, in order to effectuate the purposes of this
chapter, to make suppl enental designations as additions to, a |list of
interior landmarks, not including interiors utilized as places of reli-
gi ous worship, which are identified by a description setting forth the
general characteristics and |ocation thereof;

(3) to designate and, in order to effectuate the purposes of this
chapter, to make suppl enental designations as additions to a |Ilist of
sceni ¢ | andmarks, | ocated on property owned by the city, which are iden-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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tified by a description setting forth the general characteristics and
| ocation thereof; and

(4) to designate historic districts and the |ocation and boundaries
thereof, and, in order to effectuate the purposes of this chapter, to
desi gnate changes in such locations and boundaries and desi gnate addi -
tional historic districts and the | ocation and boundaries thereof.

b. It shall be the duty of the conm ssion, after a public hearing, to
designate a landnmark site for each Ilandmark and to designate the
| ocati on and boundaries of such site.

c. I N ORDER TO CONSI DER A LANDMARK, | NTERI OR LANDMARK, SCENI C LANDVARK
OR HI STORIC DI STRICT, THE COW SSI ON BY MAJORI TY VOTE MJST FI RST APPROVE
A MOTION TO PLACE I T ON THE PUBLI C CALENDAR AND NOTI CE THE PUBLI C HEAR-
ING AT THE TIME OF SUCH CALENDARI NG THE COVM SSI ON SHALL MAKE AVAI L-
ABLE TO THE PUBLI C A DRAFT DESI GNATION REPORT THAT SETS FORTH W TH
REASONABLE SPECIFICITY THE SPECI AL CHARACTER OR SPECI AL HI STORI CAL OR
AESTHETI C | NTEREST OR VALUE OF SUCH PROPOSED LANDMARK, | NTERI OR LAND-
MARK, SCENIC LANDMARK, OR HI STORIC DISTRICT, AND, IN THE CASE OF A
H STORI C DI STRI CT, THAT ALSO | DENTI FI ES EACH BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE W TH-
IN THE HI STORIC DI STRICT AND, AT AMN MM |ITS PROPCSED STYLE DESIG
NATI ON, S| GNI FI CANT ALTERATI ONS, AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH | T EXH BI TS THE
SPECI AL CHARACTER OR SPECI AL HI STORI CAL OR AESTHETI C | NTEREST OR VALUE
OF THE PROPOSED HI STORI C DI STRI CT AND THAT DESCRI BES THE RATI ONALE FOR
THE PROPOSED BOUNDARI ES OF SUCH HI STORI C DI STRI CT.

D. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL PROMULGATE RULES GOVERNI NG THE REGULATI ON OF
CONSTRUCTI ON, RECONSTRUCTI ON, ALTERATIONS AND DEMOLITION PURSUANT TO
SECTION 25-305 OF THI'S CODE | N ANY DESI GNATED H STORIC DI STRICT WTHI N
NI NETY DAYS AFTER ANY DESI GNATI ON.

E. The conmm ssion shall have power, after a public hearing, to anend
any designation made pursuant to the provisions of subdivisions a and b
of this section.

[d.] F. The conmi ssion may, after a public hearing, whether at the
time it designates a scenic landmark or at any tine thereafter, specify
the nature of any construction, reconstruction, alteration or denolition
of any | andscape feature which may be performed on such scenic | andmark
wi thout prior issuance of a report pursuant to subdivision c of section
25-318. The conmi ssion shall have the power, after a public hearing, to
amend any specification made pursuant to the provisions of this subdivi-
si on.

[e.] G Subject to the provisions of subdivisions [g] | and [h] J of
this section, any designation or anmendnment of a designation made by the
commi ssion pursuant to the provisions of subdivisions a, b and [c] E of
this section shall be in full force and effect fromand after the date
of the adoption thereof by the comm ssion.

[f.] H Wthin ten days after maki ng any such desi gnhation or anendnent
thereof, the commission shall file a copy of sane with the council, the
departrment of buildings, the city planning conmssion, the board of
standards and appeals, the fire departnent and the departnent of health
and nmental hygi ene.

[g.] I. (1) Wthin sixty days after such filing, the city planning
comm ssion shall (a) hold a public hearing on any such designation of a
LANDVARK, | NTERI OR LANDMARK OR historic district and (b) shall submt to
the council a report with respect to the relation of such designation,
whet her of a historic district or a |landmark, interior |andmark, scenic
| andmar k, or landmark site, or amendnent of such designation to the
zoning resolution, projected public inmprovenents and any plans for the
devel opnent, growth, inprovenment or renewal of the area involved. SUCH
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REPORT OF THE RELATI ON OF THE PROPOSED DESI GNATI ON TO THE ZONI NG RESCL-
UTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE AN ANALYSI S OF THE | MPACT OF SUCH DESI GNATI ON ON THE
DEVELOPMENT, GROWMH, | MPROVEMENT, RENEWAL, OR ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT OF
THE AREA | NVOLVED, | NCLUDI NG BOTH PUBLI C AND PRI VATE DEVELOPMENT, AND ON
THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE, AND SHALL SPECI FI CALLY
CONS| DER THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN THE DEVELOPMENT POTENTI AL OF ALL PROP-
ERTI ES AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED DESI GNATI ON, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRI VATE,
AND THE EXI STING DEVELOPMENT ON SUCH PROPERTI ES AT THE TI ME OF DESI G
NATI ON. The city planning conm ssion shall include with any such report
its reconmendation, if any, for council action with respect to any such
designation of a historic district.

(2) The council may nodify or disapprove by najority vote any desig-
nation of the comm ssion or amendnment thereof within one hundred twenty
days after a copy thereof is filed wwth the council provided that the
city planning conm ssion has submitted the report required by this
subdi vi sion or that sixty days have elapsed since the filing of the
designation or anendnment with the council. SUCH MODI FI CATI ON OR DI SAP-
PROVAL BY THE COUNCI L MAY BE MADE ON THE BASI S OF THE SPECI AL CHARACTER
OR SPECIAL H STORICAL OR AESTHETI C | NTEREST OR VALUE OF THE PROPOSED
LANDMARK, | NTERI OR LANDMARK, SCENI C LANDMARK, OR HI STORIC DI STRICT, OF
FACTS REGARDI NG BUI LDI NGS OR STRUCTURES W THI N THE HI STORI C DI STRI CT, OF
THE RELATION OF SUCH DESIGNATION TO THE ZONI NG RESCLUTI ON, PRQIECTED
PUBLI C | MPROVEMENTS, ANY PLANS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, GROMH, | MPROVEMENT
OR RENEWAL OF THE AREA | NVOLVED, OR THE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, | NCLUDI NG
BOTH PUBLI C AND PRI VATE DEVELOPMENT, OF THE AREA | NVOLVED, AND OF THE
PUBLI C HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE AND SHALL SPECI FI CALLY
CONS| DER THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN THE DEVELOPMENT POTENTI AL OF ALL PROP-
ERTI ES AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED DESI GNATI ON, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRI VATE,
AND THE EXI STING DEVELOPMENT ON SUCH PROPERTI ES AT THE TI ME OF DESI G
NATI ON. All votes of the council pursuant to this subdivision shall be
filed by the council wth the mayor and shall be final unless disap-
proved by the mayor within five days of such filing. Any such disap-
proval by the mayor shall be filed by the nmayor with the council and
shall be subject to override by a two-thirds vote of the council wthin
ten days of such filing. If the council shall disapprove such desig-
nation or anendnment, such designation or anmendnent shall continue in
full force and effect until the tinme for disapproval by the nmayor has
expi red; provided, however, that if the nmayor disapproves such counci
di sapproval, it shall continue in full force and effect unless the coun-
cil overrides the mayor's disapproval. If the council shall nodify such
designation or anendnent, such designation or amendnent as adopted by
the commi ssion shall continue in full force and effect wuntil the tine
for disapproval by the mayor has expired, and after such tine such
nodi fication shall be in effect; provided, however, that if the myor
di sapproves such council nodification, the designation or amendnent as
adopted by the comm ssion shall continue in full force and effect unless
the council overrides the nmayor's disapproval, and in the event of over-
ride the nodification shall take effect on and after the date of such
overri de.

[h.] J. (1) The conm ssion shall have power, after a public hearing,
to adopt a resolution proposing rescission, in whole or in part, of any
designation or anendnment or nodification thereof nentioned in the
precedi ng subdivisions of this section. Wthin ten days after adopting
any such resolution, the conm ssion shall file a copy thereof with the
council and the city planni ng com ssion.
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(2) Wthin sixty days after such filing, the city planning conm ssion
shall subnmit to the council a report with respect to the relation of
such proposed rescission of any such designation, whether of a historic
district or a landmark, interior |andmark, scenic |andmark or | andmark
site, or anendnment or nodification thereof, to the zoning resol ution,
projected public inprovenents and any plans for the devel opnent, grow h,
I mprovenent, or renewal of the area invol ved.

(3) The council may approve, disapprove or nodify such proposed
resci ssion within one hundred twenty days after a copy of the resolution
proposing sane is filed with the council, provided that the city plan-

ni ng conm ssion has submitted the report required by this subdivision or
that sixty days have [el asped] ELAPSED since the filing of such resol-
ution. Failure to take action on such proposed rescission within such
one hundred twenty-day period shall be deenmed a vote to di sapprove such
proposed rescission. Al votes of the council pursuant to this subdivi-
sion shall be filed by the council with the mayor and shall be fina
unl ess disapproved by the mayor within five days of such filing. Any
such mayoral disapproval shall be filed by the mayor wth the counci

and shall be subject to override by a two-thirds vote of the counci
within ten days of such filing. If such proposed rescission is approved
or nodified by the council, such rescission or nodification thereof

shall not take effect until the tine for disapproval by the mayor has
expi red; provided, however, that if the nmayor disapproves such rescis-

sion or nodification, it shall not take effect unless the council over-
rides the myor's disapproval. |If such proposed rescission is disap-
proved by the council, it shall not take effect wunless the myor

di sapproves such council disapproval and the council fails to override
the mayor's di sapproval .

[i.] K The conmm ssion may at any tine nake recomendations to the
city planning conm ssion with respect to anendnents of the provisions of
the zoning resolution applicable to inprovenents in historic districts.

[j.] L. Al designations and suppl enmental designations of |andnmarks,

| andmark sites, interior |andmarks, scenic |andmarks and historic
districts made pursuant to subdivision a shall be made pursuant to
notices of public hearings given, as provided in section 25-313. 1In

addition to such notice, the conm ssion shall give notice to the city
pl anni ng conm ssion, all affected community boards and the office of the
bor ough president in whose borough the property or district is |ocated
i n advance of any public hearing relating to such designations.

[k.] M Upon its designation of any inprovenent parcel as a | andnark
and of any landmark site, interior |andmark, scenic |landmark or historic
di strict or any amendnent of any such designation or rescission thereof,
the conmi ssion shall cause to be recorded in the office of the register
of the «city of New York in the county in which such | andmark, interior
| andmar k, scenic | andmark or district lies, or in the case of |andmarks,
interior |andmarks, scenic |andmarks and districts in the county of
Ri chnond in the office of the clerk of said county of Ri chnond, a notice
of such designation, anendnent or rescission describing the party
affected by, in the case of the county of Richnond, its land nmap bl ock
nunber or nunbers, and its tax nmap, block and | ot nunmber or nunbers, and
in the case of all other counties, by its land map bl ock and | ot nunber
or numbers.

S 2. Subdivision b of section 25-313 of the administrative code of the
city of New York is anended to read as foll ows:

b. At any such public hearing, the comm ssion shall afford a reason-
able opportunity for the presentation of facts and the expression of
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views by those desiring to be heard, and may, in its discretion, take
the testinmony of witnesses and recei ve evidence; provided, however, that
the commssion, in determining any matter as to which any such heari ng
is held, shall not be confined to consideration of the facts, views,
testi mony or evidence submtted at such hearing. AT ANY PUBLIC HEARI NG
FOR A DESI GNATI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 25- 303, SUCH PRESENTATI ON OF FACTS
AND THE EXPRESSION OF VIEWS BY THOSE DESI RI NG TO BE HEARD MAY | NCLUDE
TESTI MONY AND EVI DENCE RELATED TO THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF THE PROPCSED
DESI GNATI ON OR ANY OTHER | SSUES RELATED TO THE CI TY PLANNI NG COW SSI ON
OR COUNCI L REVI EW AS SET FORTH I N PARAGRAPHS (1) AND (2) OF SUBDI VI SI ON
| OF SECTION 25-303 AND THI' S TESTI MONY OR EVI DENCE SHALL BE PART OF THE
RECORD CONSI DERED BY THE CI TY PLANNI NG COW SSI ON AND THE COUNCI L PURSU
ANT TO PARAGRAPHS (1) AND (2) OF SUBDI VI SION | OF SECTI ON 25-303.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



