Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

5272
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 12, 2015

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
right to treatnent for seriously enotionally disturbed children who
are certified and waiting to be placed in a residential placenent
facility for children and youth

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 9.51 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
two new subdivisions (h) and (i) to read as foll ows:

(H WHENEVER A PERSON BECOVES CERTI FI ED BY THE PRE- ADM SSI ON CERTI F-
| CATITON COWM TTEE AND IS WAI TI NG FOR PLACEMENT, SUCH PERSON SHALL HAVE
THE RI GHT TO THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR WHI CH THEY ARE ELI G BLE AND
VH CH ARE CUSTOMARILY PROVIDED |IN A RESIDENTIAL FAC LITY UNTIL THAT
PERSON IS PLACED I N AN APPROPRI ATE RESI DENTI AL TREATMENT FACI LI TY. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL BE CHARGED W TH THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR ASSURI NG THE
DEVELOPMENT OF COVPREHENSI VE PLANS, PROGRAMS, AND SERVICES IN THE AREAS
OF EARLY PREVENTI ON, CARE AND TREATMENT, AND EDUCATI ON. SERVI CES SHALL
BE PROVI DED W THI N A REASONABLE PERI OD OF Tl ME AFTER CERTI FI CATI ON AND
APPROPRI ATE TO | NDI VI DUAL NEEDS | N THE ENVI RONMENT NECESSARY TO ACHI EVE
THE PURPOSES OF TREATMENT UNTIL SUCH | NDI VI DUALS ARE PLACED IN A RESI -
DENTI AL TREATMENT FACILITY. THE COW SSIONER, |IN CARRYING OQUT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, SHALL:

(1) DEVELOP, ESTABLI SH, AND PROMULGATE A PROCEDURE TO | MPLEMENT THE
PROVISIONS OF TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON. SUCH PROCEDURE SHALL BE BASED UPON THE
| NDI VI DUAL NEEDS OF THE PERSON; AND

(2) NOTIFY, COOPERATE, GUI DE, AND ASSI ST LOCAL AGENCI ES, LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT UNI TS, COVMUNI TY SERVI CE BOARDS, AND/ OR PROVI DERS OF SERVI CE.

(1) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL | DENTI FY THE CHARACTERI STI CS AND NUMBER OF
CH LDREN AND ADOLESCENTS WHO ARE CERTI FI ED BY THE PRE- ADM SSI ON CERTI F-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| CATI ON COW TTEE | N NEED OF APPROPRI ATE SERVI CES, DESCRIBE THE EDUCA-
TI ONAL, MENTAL HEALTH OR OTHER TREATMENT SERVI CES NEEDED, DESCRI BE
CURRENTLY AVAI LABLE PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES, RECOMVEND A PLAN TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF SUCH CHI LDREN, RECOWVMEND PRI ORI TI ES FOR THE CONTI NUATI ON OR
DEVELOPMENT OF PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES, AND MAKE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE
SUCCESS OF THE SERVI CES SO PROVI DED.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



