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STATE OF NEW YORK

5174
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE

May 6, 2015
Introduced by Sen. NOZzZOLIO -- (at request of the Affordabl e Housing
Corporation) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be

conmitted to the Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law and the judiciary law, in relation
to broadcast of judicial proceedings; and to repeal section 218 of the
judiciary law relating to audi o-vi sual coverage of judicial
pr oceedi ngs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 52 of the civil rights Iaw, as anended by chapter
352 of the laws of 1976, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 52. Tel evising, broadcasting or taking notion pictures of certain
proceedi ngs prohibited. No person, firm association or corporation
shall tel evise, broadcast, take notion pictures or arrange for the tele-
Vi sing, broadcasting, or taking of notion pictures within this state of
proceedings, in which the testinony of w tnesses by subpoena or other
conmpul sory process is or nay be taken, conducted by a court, comm ssion,
commttee, adm nistrative agency or other tribunal in this state; except
that the prohibition contained in this section shall not apply to THE
AUDI O BROADCAST OF ANY PROCEEDI NG CONDUCTED BY A COURT, TO ANY TELEVI S-
| NG BROADCASTI NG OR TAKING OF MOTION PICTURES OF THAT PORTION OF A
COURT PROCEEDI NG AT WHICH NO W TNESS W LL TESTIFY, AND TO ANY TELEVI S
| NG BROADCASTI NG OR TAKING OF MOTION PICTURES OF THAT PORTION OF A
COURT PROCEEDI NGS AT WHICH A WTNESS WLL TESTIFY WHERE ALL PARTIES TO
SUCH PROCEEDI NG AND THE W TNESS CONSENT | N ADVANCE TO SUCH TELEVI SI NG
BROADCASTI NG OR TAKI NG OF MOTI ON PI CTURES OF HI'S OR HER TESTI MONY OR, |F
SUCH CONSENT IS NOT G VEN, WHERE THE | MAGE OF THE W TNESS WHI LE TESTI FY-
ING IS VISUALLY OBSCURED OR TO public hearings conducted by the public
service conm ssion with regard to rates charged by wutilities, or to
proceedings by either house of the state legislature or conmttee or
joint commttee of the legislature or by a tenporary state conm ssion
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which includes nenbers of the legislature, so |long as any testinony of
wi tnesses which is taken is taken without resort to subpoena or other
compul sory process, if (1) the consent of the tenporary president of the
senate or the speaker of the assenbly, in the case of the respective
houses of the state |egislature, or the [chairman] CHAIR in the case of
such a cormittee or comm ssion, and a mpjority of the nenbers thereof
present at such proceedings, shall have been first obtained, provided,
however, that in the case of the public rate hearings of the public
service conmission, it shall be sufficient to obtain the consent of the
presiding officer, (2) the witten consent of the witness testifying at
the time shall have been obtained, prior to the tinme of his OR HER
testifying, and (3) it has been determ ned by such presiding officer or
[chairman] CHAIR and such majority of the nenbers that it is in the
public interest to permt the televising, broadcasting or taking of
notion pictures.

Any violation of this section shall be a m sdeneanor.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 212 of the judiciary |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (w) to read as foll ows:

PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS PERM TTI NG AUDI O VI SUAL COVERAGE

O CIVIL AND CRIMNAL COURT PROCEEDINGS, |INCLUDING TRIALS, IN THE
DI SCRETI ON OF THE COURT; PROVI DED THAT THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR SHALL
AFFORD ALL | NTERESTED PERSONS, AGENCI ES AND | NSTI TUTI ONS AN OPPORTUNI TY
TO REVI EW AND COMMVENT UPON SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS PRIOR TO THEIR
PROVULGATI ON, AND PROVIDED THAT SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL BE
CONSI STENT W TH PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION FI FTY-TWO OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAW
AND SHALL | NCLUDE PROVISIONS TO ENSURE THAT AUDI O VI SUAL COVERAGE OF
COURT PROCEEDI NGS SHALL NOT | NTERFERE W TH THE DECORUM AND DIGNITY OF
COURTROOVE AND COURT FACI LI TI ES.

S 3. Section 218 of the judiciary |law is REPEALED

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



