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STATE OF NEW YORK

5085
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 30, 2015

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election | aw and the education law, in relation to
maki ng absentee ballots available in Braille and | arge-print

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election |law is anended by adding a new section 7-107
to read as foll ows:

S 7-107. ABSENTEE BALLOTS I N BRAI LLE AND LARGE- PRI NT TO BE MADE AVAI L-
ABLE. 1. ABSENTEE BALLOTS PRI NTED | N BRAI LLE AND LARGE- PRI NT SHALL BE
MADE AVAI LABLE UPON THE REQUEST OF ANY REAQ STERED VOTER WHO IS BLIND OR
VI SUALLY | MPAI RED. PERSONS W SHI NG TO RECEI VE BRAI LLE OR LARGE- PRI NT
ABSENTEE BALLOTS MUST G VE NOTI CE THEREOF TO THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS NO
LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS PRI OR TO EACH ELECTI ON DAY TO ENABLE THE BOARD TO
PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE SUCH BALLOTS.

2. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES FOR THE PREPA-
RATI ON, DI STRIBUTI ON, CASTING AND CANVASS OF BRAI LLE AND LARGE- PRI NT
ABSENTEE BALLOTS. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL DEVELOP THE
NI TIAL  FORVAT FOR BOTH BRAI LLE AND LARGE- PRI NT BALLOTS | N CONSULTATI ON
W TH AT LEAST THREE NEW YORK STATE ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH EXPERTISE IN THE
FIELD OF ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES AND SUCH OTHER APPROPRI -
ATE PERSONS, CGROUPS, ENTI TIES OR ORGANI ZATIONS AS THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS SHALL DETERM NE. FOR THE PURPCSE OF THI S SECTI ON, "BRAILLE"
REFERS TO GRADE TWO BRAI LLE AND " LARGE- PRI NT" REFERS TO A FONT OF EI G+
TEEN PO NT OR LARGER. UPON THE PRI NTI NG OF A BRAILLE BALLOT, THE BOARD
OF ELECTI ONS SHALL REQUI RE SUCH BRAI LLE BALLOT TO BE PROOFREAD BY A
QUALI FI ED BRAI LLE READER. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL ESTABLI SH
THE M NIl MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR A BRAILLE BALLOT PROOFREADER | N CONSULTA-
TION WTH AT LEAST THREE NEW YORK STATE ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH EXPERTI SE | N
THE FI ELD OF ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TIES AND SUCH OTHER APPRO-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PRI ATE PERSONS, GROUPS, ENTITIES OR ORGANI ZATI ONS AS SUCH BOARD SHALL
DETERM NE.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 2022-a to
read as foll ows:

S 2022-A. BALLOTS I N BRAILLE AND LARGE- PRINT TO BE MADE AVAI LABLE. 1.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS PRI NTED | N BRAI LLE AND LARGE- PRI NT SHALL BE MADE AVAI L-
ABLE UPON THE REQUEST OF ANY REG STERED VOTER WHO IS BLIND OR VI SUALLY
| MPAI RED. PERSONS W SHI NG TO RECEI VE BRAI LLE AND LARGE-PRINT ABSENTEE
BALLOTS MJST G VE NOTI CE THEREOF NO LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS PRI OR TO EACH
ELECTI ON DAY TO ENABLE PREPARATI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH BALLOTS.

2. THE COW SSIONER, |IN CONSULTATION WTH THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, SHALL PROVMULGATE RULES FOR THE PREPARATI ON, DI STRI BUTI ON,
CASTI NG, AND CANVASS OF BRAILLE AND LARGE- PRINT ABSENTEE BALLOTS. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP THE | NI TI AL FORVAT FOR BOTH BRAI LLE AND LARGE-
PRI NT BALLOTS | N CONSULTATI ON W TH AT LEAST THREE NEW YORK STATE ORGAN-
| ZATIONS W TH EXPERTISE IN THE FI ELD OF ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE W TH DI SA-
BILITTES AND SUCH OTHER APPROPRI ATE PERSONS, GROUPS, ENTITIES OR
ORGANI ZATIONS AS SUCH BOARD SHALL DETERM NE. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S
SECTI ON, "BRAILLE'" REFERS TO GRADE TWD BRAI LLE AND "LARCGE- PRI NT" REFERS
TO A FONT OF EIGHTEEN PO NT OR LARGER. UPON THE PRI NTI NG OF A BRAILLE
BALLOT, SUCH BRAILLE BALLOT SHALL BE PROOFREAD BY A QUALIFIED BRAILLE
READER. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH THE M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR A
BRAI LLE BALLOT PROOFREADER I N CONSULTATION WTH THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS AND AT LEAST THREE NEW YORK STATE ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH EXPERTI SE
IN THE FIELD OF ADVOCACY FOR PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES AND SUCH OTHER
APPROPRI ATE PERSONS, GROUPS, ENTI TIES OR ORGANI ZATI ONS AS SUCH DEPART-
MENT SHALL DETERM NE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Decenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided that effec-
tive inmediately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized to be nmade on or before such effective date.



