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STATE OF NEW YORK

5048
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 29, 2015

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring hospi-
tals and birth centers to request each maternity patient and ot her
parent of a newborn to view a video presentation on safe sleeping
practices for newborns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2803-j of the public health law, as anended by
chapter 62 of the laws of 1996, is anended by addi ng a new subdi vi si on
1-d to read as foll ows:

1-D. THE | NFORVATI ONAL LEAFLET SHALL ALSO I NCLUDE AN EXPLANATION OF
UNSAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTICES | NCLUDI NG THE POTENTI AL FATAL CONSEQUENCES
FROM SUCH UNSAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTI CES AND RECOMVENDED SAFE SLEEPI NG PRAC-
TICES. THE LEAFLET SHALL | NCLUDE STATI STI CS CONCERNI NG THE NUMBER OF
DEATHS OF | NFANTS AND CHI LDREN EACH YEAR SUSPECTED OR KNOAN TO BE CAUSED
BY UNSAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTI CES. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE A SUFFI Cl ENT
NUMBER OF SUCH LEAFLETS TO BE PRODUCED TO ALLOW PARENTS OF NEWBORN CHI L-
DREN TO TAKE A LEAFLET HOVE WTH THEM THE LEAFLET SHALL BE MADE AVAI L-
ABLE | N LANGUAGES BEST DESI GNED TO CONVEY THE | NFORVATI ON TO THE PARENTS
VWHO RECEI VE MATERNI TY RELATED SERVI CES AT SUCH HOSPI TAL OR BI RTH NG
CENTER.

S 2. Section 2803-j of the public health law, as anmended by chapter 62
of the laws of 1996, is anended by addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as
fol | ows:

7. EVERY HOSPI TAL AND Bl RTH CENTER SHALL REQUEST THAT EACH MATERNI TY
PATI ENT AND OTHER PARENT, |F AVAI LABLE, OF A NEVWBORN CHI LD, VIEW A VI DEO
PRESENTATI ON, APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, ON UNSAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTI CES
I NCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE DANGERS OF CO SLEEPING WTH A
NEVBORN, | NFANT OR CHI LD, THE POTENTI AL FATAL CONSEQUENCES FROM SUCH
UNSAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTI CES AND RECOMMENDED SAFE SLEEPI NG PRACTICES. THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VIDEO SHALL |INCLUDE STATISTICS CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF DEATHS OF
| NFANTS AND CHI LDREN EACH YEAR SUSPECTED OR KNOWN TO BE CAUSED BY UNSAFE
SLEEPI NG PRACTI CES. AFTER VIEW NG SUCH A VIDEO PRESENTATION OR UPON
REFUSAL TO VI EW SUCH A VI DEO PRESENTATI ON, THE HOSPI TAL OR Bl RTH CENTER
SHALL REQUEST THAT SUCH PATI ENT AND/ OR OTHER PARENT SI GN A FORM STATI NG
THAT THEY HAVE VIEWED OR REFUSED TO VI EW SUCH VI DEO PRESENTATI ON. ALL
TRAI NI NG MATERI ALS AND FORMS REQUI RED TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



