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STATE OF NEW YORK

4963
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 24, 2015

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing |oan
forgi veness for agriculture educators

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 679-h
to read as foll ows:

S 679-H NEW YORK STATE AGRI CULTURE EDUCATORS LOAN FORG VENESS | NCEN-
TI VE PROGRAM 1. DEFINITION. THE TERM "AGRI CULTURE EDUCATOR' MEANS AN
| NSTRUCTOR WHO PROVI DES DI DACTI C | NSTRUCTI ON TO STUDENTS ABOUT AGRI CUL-
TURE, FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES DELI VERED THROUGH LESSONS | N SCl ENCE,
COVMUNI CATI ONS, LEADERSHI P, MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY.

2. PURPOSE. THE PRESI DENT SHALL GRANT STUDENT LOAN FORGA VENESS AWARDS
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLEVI ATI NG THE BURDEN OF STUDENT LOAN DEBT FOR AGRI -
CULTURE EDUCATORS TEACHI NG I N THE FI ELD OF AGRI CULTURE EDUCATI ON I N NEW
YORK STATE. SUCH AWARDS SHALL BE MADE ON A COWPETI Tl VE BASI S AS PROMUL-
GATED BY THE CORPCORATI ON FOR SUCH PURPCSES, TO APPLI CANTS WHO MEET THE
ELIGBILITY CRITER A SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL | NCLUDE
PROVI SI ONS FOR THE CONSI DERATI ON OF APPLI CANTS WHO ARE ECONOM CALLY
DI SADVANTAGED.

3. ELIGBILITY. TO BE ELI G BLE FOR AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON,
APPLI CANTS SHALL:

(A) HAVE GRADUATED AND OBTAI NED A DEGREE FROM AN APPROVED NEW YORK
STATE COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY;

(B) HAVE AN OUTSTANDI NG STUDENT LOAN DEBT FROM OBTAI NI NG SUCH DEGREE;

(C©) BE EMPLOYED AS AN AGRI CULTURE EDUCATOR | N NEW YORK STATE;

(D) APPLY FOR THI S PROGRAM W THI N TWD YEARS OF COLLEGE GRADUATI ON; AND

(E) COWPLY WTH SUBDI VISIONS THREE AND FI VE OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED
SI XTY-ONE OF TH S PART.

4. AVWARDS. THE CORPORATI ON SHALL GRANT SUCH AWARDS W THI N AMOUNTS
APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH PURPOSES AND BASED ON THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF FUNDS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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