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STATE OF NEW YORK

4959
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 24, 2015

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health Iaw and the insurance law, in relation
to telehealth and tel emedi ci ne services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraphs (r) and (s) of subdivision 1 of section 2 of the
public health law, as added by chapter 550 of the laws of 2014, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(r) Telehealth. The term"tel ehealth" means delivering health care
services by mneans of information and comunications technol ogies
consi sting of tel ephones, renote patient nonitoring devices or other
el ectronic neans which facilitate the assessnent, diagnosis, consulta-
tion, treatnent, education, care mnanagenment, |NCLUDING MENTAL HEALTH
CARE AT QUTPATI ENT CLI NI CS OR OASAS QUTPATI ENT CLINICS and sel f manage-
nment of a patient's health care [while such patient is at the originat-
ing site and the health care provider is at a distant site]; consistent
with applicable federal |aw and regul ations; unless the term is other-
wi se defined by law with respect to the provision in which it is used.

(s) Telenedicine. The term "tel enedi ci ne" means the delivery of clin-
ical health care services by neans of real tinme tw-way el ectronic audio
vi sual comruni cations, including the application of secure video confer-
encing or store and forward technol ogy to provide or support healthcare
delivery, which facilitate the assessnent, diagnosis, consultation,
treatment, education, care managenent, | NCLUDI NG MENTAL HEALTH CARE AT
OUTPATI ENT CLI NI CS OR QASAS QUTPATI ENT CLINICS and sel f managenent of a
patient's health care [while such patient is at the originating site and
the health care provider is at a distant site]; consistent with applica-
ble federal |law and regul ations; unless the termis otherw se defined by
law with respect to the provision in which it is used.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Paragraph 30 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance
| aw, as added by chapter 550 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(30) Every policy delivered or issued for delivery in this state which
provi des conprehensive coverage for hospital, medical or surgical care
shall make available and, if requested by a policy holder, provide
coverage for services which are otherw se covered under the policy that
are provided (A) via telenedicine, as defined in section two of the
public health | aw, provided that such services neet the requirenents of
federal law, rules and regulations for Medicare [(other than any origi-
nating site restriction requirenents)]; or (B) telehealth services, as
defined in section two of the public health law, provided that such
services are consistent with subdivision three-c of section thirty-six
hundred fourteen of the public health | aw. The provider of such services
shall neet the terns and conditions (to the extent not inconsistent with
this paragraph) of his or her contract with the insurer. Such coverage
required by this paragraph nay be subject to annual deducti bl es and
coi nsurance, and other terms and conditions of coverage, including, but
not limted to, utilization nanagenent and ot her managed care tools, as
are consistent with those established for the same services when not
provi ded via tel emedi ci ne or tel eheal th.

S 3. Paragraph 19 of subsection (k) of section 3221 of the insurance
| aw, as added by chapter 550 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(19) Every group or blanket policy delivered or issued for delivery in
this state which provides conprehensive coverage for hospital, nedica
or surgical care shall nmake available and, if requested by the group
pol i cyhol der, provide coverage for services which are otherw se covered
under the policy that are provided (A) via telenedicine, as defined in
section two of the public health law, provided that such services neet
the requirenents of federal law, rules and regulations for Medicare
[(other than any originating site restriction requirenents)]; or (B)
tel ehealth services, as defined in section two of the public health |aw,
provi ded that such services are consistent with subdivision three-c of
section thirty-six hundred fourteen of the public health |aw. The
provi der of such services shall neet the terns and conditions (to the
extent not inconsistent with this paragraph) of his or her contract with
the insurer. Such coverage required by this paragraph may be subject to
annual deducti bl es and coi nsurance, and other ternms and conditions of
coverage, including, but not Ilimted to, utilization nanagenent and
ot her managed care tools, as are consistent with those established for
the sane services when not provided via tel enedicine or tel ehealth.

S 4. Subsection (o00) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as added by
chapter 550 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

(oo0) Every contract issued by a nmedical expense indemity corporation,
a hospital service corporation or a health service corporation which
provi des conprehensi ve coverage for hospital, nedical or surgical care
shall make available and, if requested by a contract hol der, provide
coverage for services which are otherw se covered under the policy that
are provided (1) via telenedicine, as defined in section tw of the
public health law, provided that such services neet the requirenments of
federal law, rules and regulations for Medicare [(other than any origi-
nating site restriction requirements)]; or (2) telehealth services, as
defined in section two of the public health |aw, provided that such
services are consistent with subdivision three-c of section thirty-six
hundred fourteen of the public health | aw. The provider of such services
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shall neet the terns and conditions (to the extent not inconsistent with
this subsection) of his or her contract with the insurer. Such coverage
required by this subsection may be subject to annual deductibles and
coi nsurance, and other terns and conditions of coverage, including, but
not limted to, utilization managenent and ot her nanaged care tools, as
are consistent wth those established for the sane services when not
provi ded via tel emedi ci ne or tel ehealth.

S 5. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 of section 2805-u of the public
health law, as added by chapter 390 of the laws of 2012, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(d) "Tel enedi cine" means the delivery of clinical health care services
by neans of real time two-way electronic audio-visual conmunications
which facilitate the assessnent, diagnosis, consultation, treatnent,
education, care nmanagenent, | NCLUDI NG MENTAL HEALTH CARE AT QOUTPATI ENT
CLINICS OR QOASAS QUTPATI ENT CLINICS and self nanagenent of a patient's
health care [while such patient is at the originating site and the
health care provider is at a distant site].

S 6. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



