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STATE OF NEW YORK

4814
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 20, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PERALTA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the opera-
tion of notor-driven cycles for commercial purposes on public highways

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 124 to read as foll ows:

S 124. MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE. EVERY MOTOR VEHI CLE HAVI NG

(A) A SEAT OR SADDLE FOR THE USE OF THE OPERATOR;

(B) TWO OR THREE WHEELS | N CONTACT W TH THE GROUND;

(C) AN | NTERNAL COVBUSTI ON ENG NE, OR ELECTRI C, SCOLAR OR HYBRI D MOTOR
VWH CH WLL PROPEL THE VEHI CLE UNASSI STED AT A MAXI MUM SPEED NO GREATER
THAN THI RTY M LES PER HOUR | F SUCH VEH CLE IS EQUI PPED W TH AN | NTERNAL
COVBUSTI ON  ENG NE, SUCH ENG NE'S PI STON OR ROTOR DI SPLACEMENT SHALL NOT
EXCEED FI FTY CUBI C CENTI METERS. A MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE SHALL BE A LI M TED
USE MOTORCYCLE OR MOTORCYCLE WHEN OPERATED AT SPEEDS | N EXCESS OF THI RTY
M LES PER HOUR AND THE OPERATOR SHALL BE REQUI RED TO HAVE IN HS OR HER
POSSESSI ON A VALID CLASS D, DJ, M OR M) LICENSE, AS THE CASE MAY BE; AND

(D) A DI RECT OR AUTOVATI C PONER DRI VE SYSTEM WHI CH REQUI RES NO CLUTCH
OR GEAR SHI FT OPERATION BY THE OPERATOR AFTER THE DRIVE SYSTEM 1S
ENGAGED W TH THE ENA NE OR MOTOR.

S 2. Paragraph (a) of section 125 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as
anended by chapter 365 of the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) electrically-driven nobility assistance devices operated or driven
by a person with a disability, UNLESS SUCH MOBI LI TY DEVI CE | S DETERM NED
BY THE COW SSI ONER TO BE A MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE,

S 3. Section 2268 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as added by chapter
869 of the |aws of 1976, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2268. Mbtor-assisted [vehicle] AND MOTOR-DRI VEN VEHI CLES. [ Notwith-
standi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, a]

1. A vehicle which is primarily designed to be propelled by human
power shall not be entitled to registration as a |imted use vehicle
because of the addition of a notor. The conm ssioner shall determ ne
whet her any vehicle is primarily designed to be propelled by human
power .

2. THE OPERATOR OF A MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE FOR COWMMERCI AL PURPOSES SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE PROVI SI ONS RELATI NG TO THE LEGAL OPERATION OF A
LI M TED USE VEH CLE AS PROVIDED IN THI S ARTI CLE UNLESS OTHERW SE DETER-
M NED BY THE COW SSI ONER. THE COWM SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED
TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE REG STRATION, | NSURI NG
LIMTED TO M N MUM LI ABILITY, AND LI CENSI NG OF MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLES FOR
COMMVERCI AL PURPOSES, WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE CRI TERI A FOR THE SAFE OPERATI ON
OF MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLES UPON THE PUBLI C H GHWAYS AND PROCEDURES FOR | MPO
SI TI ON OF PENALTI ES.

S 4. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new article
34-D to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 34-D
OPERATI ON OF MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLES FOR
COWMMVERCI AL  PURPOSES
SECTI ON 1280. REG STRATI ON REQUI RED.
1281. NOTI CE BY DEALERS.
1282. TRAFFI C LAWS.
1283. LI CENSED OPERATOR
1284. HAND AND ARM S| GNALS.
1285. CARRYI NG ARTI CLES.
1286. PROTECTI VE HEAD GEAR.
1287. REFLECTI VE CLOTHI NG
1288. RESTRI CTI ONS.
1289. PENALTI ES.

S 1280. REQ STRATI ON REQUI RED. PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS FOR REG S-
TRATION I N SECTION TWENTY-TWO HUNDRED SI XTY-EIGHT OF TH'S CHAPTER,
MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLES USED FOR COWERCI AL PURPOSES ARE REQUI RED TO BE
REG STERED BY OWNERS BEFORE BEI NG OPERATED OR DRI VEN UPON A PUBLI C H GH
VY.

S 1281. NOTI CE BY DEALERS. DEALERS SELLI NG MOTOR-DRI VEN CYCLES SHALL
PROVIDE A WRI TTEN DI SCLOSURE, PURSUANT TO THE COW SSI ONER' S REGU
LATI ONS, TO BE SI GNED BY THE BUYER AT TI ME OF PURCHASE. SUCH DI SCLOSURE
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO A STATEMENT THAT, | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE AND ANY OTHER APPLI CABLE LAW THE
OPERATOR OF A MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE FOR COMWERCI AL PURPCSES MUST BE A
LI CENSED DRI VER | N ACCORDANCE W TH PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTICLE; A MOTOR-
DRI VEN CYCLE SHALL NOT BE OPERATED FOR COMVERCI AL PURPOSES ON A PUBLIC
H GHWAY WTH A SPEED LIMT IN EXCESS OF TH RTY-FIVE MLES PER HOUR,
OPERATORS MJST WEAR PROTECTI VE HEAD GEAR VWH LE OPERATI NG A MOTOR- DRI VEN
CYCLE FOR COWERCI AL PURPCSES; AND VIOLATION MAY SUBJECT THE OWER
AND/ OR  OPERATOR TO PENALTI ES | NCLUDI NG FI NES, THE ASSESSMENT OF PO NTS
UPON AN OPERATOR S DRI VI NG RECORD, AS WELL AS ALL OTHER CIVIL AND CRI M -
NAL PENALTI ES PERTAI NI NG TO THE LI CENSED OPERATI ON OF MOTOR VEHI CLES.

S 1282. TRAFFI C LAWS. EVERY PERSON OPERATI NG A MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE FOR
COMVERCI AL PURPCSES UPON A PUBLI C H GHMWAY SHALL BE GRANTED ALL OF THE
RI GHTS AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE DUTI ES APPLI CABLE TO THE OPER-
ATOR OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE BY THI S TI TLE, EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED |IN
THIS ARTICLE AND EXCEPT AS TO THOSE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S TI TLE WHI CH BY
THEI R NATURE CAN HAVE NO APPLI CATI ON.
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S 1283. LI CENSED OPERATOR. NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTOR- DRI VEN
CYCLE FOR COWERCI AL PURPOSES ON A PUBLI C H GHWAY UNLESS SUCH OPERATOR
HOLDS A VALID CLASS D OR DJ DRIVER LICENSE, OR A VALID DRI VER LI CENSE
FROM ANOTHER STATE OR THE DOM NI ON OF CANADA.

S 1284. HAND AND ARM SI GNALS. ALL DI RECTI ONAL SI GNALS REQUI RED TO BE
G VEN BY BI CYCLI STS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWELVE HUNDRED THI RTY- SEVEN OF
THIS TITLE SHALL BE G VEN BY OPERATORS OF MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLES FOR
COMMVERCI AL  PURPCOSES.

S 1285. CARRYI NG ARTI CLES. NO PERSON OPERATING A MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE
FOR COWERCI AL PURPCSES UPON A PUBLI C H GHWAY SHALL CARRY ANY PACKAGE,
BUNDLE OR ARTI CLE WHI CH PREVENTS THE OPERATOR FROM KEEPI NG AT LEAST ONE
HAND UPON THE HANDLE BARS OF THE MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE. NO PERSON OPERAT-
I NG A MOTOR- DRI VEN CYCLE FOR COMVERCI AL PURPOSES SHALL CARRY ANY PACK-
AGE, BUNDLE OR ARTICLE WHI CH OBSTRUCTS H'S OR HER VI SION I N ANY DI REC-
TI ON.

S 1286. PROTECTI VE HEAD GEAR. NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTORI ZED
CYCLE FOR COWMERCI AL PURPCSES W THOUT WEARI NG PROTECTI VE HEAD GEAR MEET-
| NG STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. A COURT SHALL WAI VE ANY
FINE FOR WHI CH A PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTI ON
WOULD BE LIABLE |F SUCH PERSON SUPPLIES THE COURT W TH PROOF THAT
BETWEEN THE DATE OF VI OLATI ON AND THE APPEARANCE DATE FOR SUCH VI OLATI ON
SUCH PERSON PURCHASED OR RENTED PROTECTI VE HEAD GEAR, VWHICH MEETS THE
REGULATORY REQUI REMENTS AS DETERM NED BY THE COMM SSI ONER. SUCH WAI VER
OF FINE SHALL NOT APPLY TO A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT VI OLATI ON.

S 1287. REFLECTI VE CLOTHI NG NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTORI ZED CYCLE
FOR COWVERCI AL PURPOSES ON A PUBLIC H GHWAY DURING THE PERICD OF TIME
BETWEEN ONE- HALF HOUR AFTER SUNSET AND ONE- HALF HOUR BEFORE SUNRI SE
UNLESS SUCH PERSON | S WEARI NG READI LY VI SI BLE REFLECTI VE CLOTHI NG

S 1288. RESTRICTIONS. 1. NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTORI ZED CYCLE FOR
COMMVERCI AL PURPOSES ON ANY PUBLI C HI GHWAY:

(A) WTH A SPEED LIMT IN EXCESS OF THRTY-FIVE MLES PER HOUR
PROVI DED THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT PROHI BI T THE
CROSSI NG OF A PUBLIC HI GHWAY WTH A SPEED LIMT I N EXCESS OF THI RTY- FI VE
M LES PER HOUR WHERE SUCH HI GHWAY | NTERSECTS W TH A H GHWAY W TH A SPEED
LIMT OF THI RTY-FIVE M LES PER HOUR OR LESS; OR

(B) ON WHI CH, I N THE | NTEREST OF PUBLI C SAFETY, A LOCAL AUTHORITY OR
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON HAS PROHI Bl TED THE OPERATI ON OF MOTOR-
DRI VEN CYCLES.

2. NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE FOR COWERCI AL
PURPCSES ON OR ACROSS A SI DEWALK, EXCEPT THAT SUCH VEHI CLE MAY BE OPER-
ATED I N SUCH MANNER AS NOT TO | NTERFERE W TH THE SAFETY AND PASSAGE OF
PEDESTRIANS WHO SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT OF WAY, AND WHEN TO DO SO I S
REASONABLE AND NECESSARY TO GAI N ACCESS TO A PUBLI C H GHWAY, PRI VATE WAY
OR LANDS OR BUI LDI NGS ADJACENT TO SUCH HI GHWAY OR WAY.

S 1289. PENALTIES. 1. VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF TH' S ARTICLE
SHALL CONSTI TUTE A TRAFFI C | NFRACTI ON PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE OF NOT LESS
THAN TVENTY- FI VE NOR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR EACH VI OLATI ON.

2. THE UNLAWFUL OPERATION OF A MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLE FOR COWWERCI AL
PURPCSES THAT VIOLATES THE RULES OF THE ROAD FOR MOTOR VEH CLES UNDER
THI'S TI TLE SHALL RESULT IN THE SAME CIVIL AND CRI M NAL PENALTIES AS THE
UNLAWFUL OPERATI ON OF ALL OTHER MOTOR VEHI CLES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M T-
ED TO THE ASSESSMENT OF PO NTS UPON THE OPERATOR S DRI VI NG RECORD.

S 5. Nothing in this act shall be deenmed to limt the authority of a
county, city, town or village fromadopting or anmending a local |aw or
ordi nance which inposes stricter restrictions and conditions on the
operation of notor-driven cycles than are provided or authorized by this
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act, so long as such local law or ordinance is consistent wth its
authority to protect the order, conduct, health, safety and genera
wel fare of persons or property. Nothing in this act shall be deenmed to
alter or invalidate any local |aw or ordinance already in effect as of
the effective date of this act.

S 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the anendnent, addition or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the tinmely inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
her eby aut horized and directed to be nade on or before such effective
dat e.



