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STATE OF NEW YORK

4463
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 23, 2015

Introduced by Sen. RANZENHOFER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomu-
ni cations

AN ACT in relation to directing the public service comr ssion to prepare
and conpl ete a conprehensi ve exam nati on and study of the tel ecommuni -
cations industry in this state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The New York State public service comission (the "comm s-
sion") shall prepare and conplete a conprehensive exam nation and study
of the telecomunications industry in this state pursuant to the
provi sions of this act. The study shall include an analysis of the
different and various tel ecomunication services, networks and technol o-
gies currently being offered to New Yorkers, and how they rate in termns
of quality and reliability of service, consumer protections, and afford-
ability.

S 2. The study shall include:

(a) an analysis and assessnent of conpetitive choices available to
consuners, including:

(1) an inventory of all avail able tel ecommunicati ons networks, i ncl ud-
ing fiber-to-the-prem ses, cable, wreless and |andline technol ogies,
regardl ess of their regul atory status;

(2) the status of conpetition for teleconmunication services and
networks. Does conpetition exist in this industry for the benefit of
consuners? How many platforns are available to consuners? Wat is the
avai lability of conpetitive broadband in this state?;

(3) the actual <costs and revenues for each service, technol ogy or
network or a reasonable estimte of such costs and revenue. Wat rates
of return have been earned in the price-regulated and the price-unregu-
| at ed services, networks or systens?;
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(4) the current |level of service quality in all networks or systens.
How is it neasured?;

(5) what has happened to rates/cost of service in each service,
network or systen? Has the allocation of costs by providers resulted in
excessi ve rates?;

(6) the adequacy of the commssion's current definition or list of
basic services that all consuners are entitled to, including what
services are technologically available for inclusion in a basic service
list. What are public expectations? How are they neasured?;

(7) whether there has been a deterioration of the quality of service
and performance standards for those consuners who still rely on copper
net wor k;

(8) whether the current I evel of capital expenditures by providers for
mai ntai ning and repairing the copper wireline network is adequate to
ensure quality and reliability of service; and

(b) recommendati ons on alternative approaches and statutory changes to
ensure that tel ecomruni cation services and technol ogi es remai n af forda-
ble and reliable for all New Yorkers, and that such services are avail-
able and remain reliable in advance of, or during, a natural disaster.

S 3. (a) The commi ssion shall, by June 15, 2015, issue a draft report,
with its prelimnary findings, conclusions and recomrendati ons. No soon-
er than fifteen, but not nore than seventy-five, days after the rel ease
of the draft, the comm ssion shall conduct at |east four public hearings
in different regions of the state to allow for state-wide public input
and conment on the draft report. The comm ssion shall ensure the pres-
ence and participation of at |est one conm ssioner at each of the public

heari ngs.
(b) After careful review and consideration of public conments received
at such public hearings the comm ssion shall issue its final report by

Sept enber 30, 2015, which shall include a summary of the public comments
received and may include the conm ssion's response to sel ect coments.
The comm ssion shall issue its final report to the governor, the speaker
of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, and the chair of
both the assenbly and senate standing comittees on corporations,
authorities and comm ssions; and post a copy of such report onits
websi t e.

S 4. If the reports required pursuant to this act are not received by
the date set forth in this act, the comm ssion shall submt a letter
within forty-eight hours of the due date to the governor, the speaker of
the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, and the <chair of
both the assenbly and senate standing conmittees on corporations,
authorities, and comm ssions explaining in detail the reasons for the
failure to neet the deadline and providing an anticipated date of
conpl eti on.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



