Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4441
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 20, 2015

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi hg an anendnent to the constitution, in relation to providing the
el ectors with the power of initiative and referendum

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That article 20 of the
constitution be renunbered article 21 and a new article 20 be added to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE XX
| NI TI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM

SECTION 1. THE LEQ SLATI VE PONER OF THI S STATE SHALL BE VESTED IN THE
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, BUT THE PEOPLE RESERVE TO THEMSELVES THE POWER TO
PROPOCSE LAWS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON, AND TO ADOPT OR REJECT
THE SAME, AT THE POLLS, | NDEPENDENT OF THE LEQ SLATURE, AND ALSO RESERVE
THE PONER, AT THEIR OWM OPTION, TO SO ADOPT OR REJECT ANY ACT, OR
SECTI ON OR PART OF ANY ACT, PASSED BY THE LEG SLATURE.

S 2. A THE INTIATIVE | S THE PONER OF THE ELECTORS TO PROPCSE STAT-
UTES AND AMENDVENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON AND TO ADOPT OR REJECT THEM
EVERY | NI TI ATI VE STATUTE WH CH MANDATES THE EXPENDI TURE OF MONI ES SHALL
CLEARLY STATE THE REVENUES FROM WH CH SUCH MONI ES SHALL BE DERI VED.
EVERY | NI TI ATI VE STATUTE WHICH MANDATES A REDUCTION |IN REVENUES OR
EXPENDI TURES SHALL CLEARLY STATE WHAT REVENUES W LL REPLACE THOSE
REDUCED OR THE EXPENDI TURES AND SERVI CES TO BE REDUCED OR ELI M NATED.

B. AN | NI TI ATI VE MEASURE MAY BE PROPOSED BY PRESENTI NG TO THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE A PETI TI ON THAT SETS FORTH THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED STAT-
UTE OR AMENDVENT TO THE CONSTITUTION AND IS CERTIFIED TO HAVE BEEN
SIGNED BY ELECTORS EQUAL IN NUMBER TO FI VE PERCENT IN THE CASE COF A
STATUTE, AND El GHT PERCENT | N THE CASE OF AN AVMENDVMENT TO THE CONSTI TU-
TION, OF THE VOTES FOR ALL CANDI DATES FOR GOVERNOR AT THE LAST GUBERNA-
TORI AL ELECTI ON.

C. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL THEN SUBM T THE MEASURE AT THE NEXT
GENERAL ELECTION HELD AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- ONE DAYS AFTER I T
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QUALI FI ES OR AT ANY SPECI AL STATEW DE ELECTI ON HELD PRI OR TO THAT GENER-
AL ELECTI ON. THE GOVERNOR MAY CALL A SPECI AL STATEW DE ELECTI ON FOR THE
MEASURE.

D. AN |INTIATIVE MEASURE EMBRACI NG MORE THAN ONE SUBJECT MAY NOT BE
SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS OR HAVE ANY EFFECT EXCEPT THAT ANY NUMBER OF
DI SCRETE | N TIATIVE MEASURES MAY BE SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS AT ANY
GENERAL ELECTI ON OR ANY SPECI AL STATEW DE ELECTI ON CALLED BY THE GOVER-
NOR.

S 3. A AN INTIATIVE OR REFERENDUM MEASURE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF
THE VOTES THEREON TAKES EFFECT FI VE DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE OFFI Cl AL
DECLARATI ON OF THE VOTE BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS UNLESS THE MEAS-
URE PROVI DES OTHERW SE. | F A REFERENDUM PETI TION | S FI LED AGAI NST A PART
OF A STATUTE THE REMAINDER OF THE STATUTE SHALL NOT BE DELAYED FROM
GO NG | NTO EFFECT.

B. |F PROVI SIONS OF TWO OR MORE MEASURES APPROVED AT THE SAME ELECTI ON
CONFLI CT, THOSE OF THE MEASURE RECEI VI NG THE HI GHEST AFFI RVATIVE VOTE
SHALL PREVAI L.

C. ANY |SSUE DEFEATED BY REFERENDUM CANNOT BE RECONSI DERED BY THE
LEG SLATURE FOR A PERI OD OF TWDO YEARS. ANY | NI Tl ATI VE MEASURE THAT HAS
BEEN ADOPTED CANNOT BE REPEALED OR AMENDED BY THE LEQ SLATURE FOR A
PERI OD OF TWD YEARS.

D. THE VETO POAER OF THE GOVERNOR SHALL NOT EXTEND TO AN I NI TI ATI VE OR
REFERENDUM STATUTE APPROVED BY THE ELECTORS.

E. PRIOR TO CI RCULATI ON OF AN I NI TI ATIVE OR REFERENDUM PETITION FOR
SI GNATURES, A COPY SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO SHALL
PREPARE A Tl TLE AND SUMMARY OF THE MEASURE AS PROVI DED BY LAW

F. THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL PROVI DE THE MANNER I N WHICH PETI TIONS SHALL
BE Cl RCULATED, PRESENTED AND CERTI FI ED, AND MEASURES SUBM TTED TO THE
ELECTORS WTHI N A TWO YEAR PASSAGE OF THIS AMENDVENT TO THE CONSTI TU-
TI ON.

S 4. INITI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM PONERS MAY BE EXERCI SED BY THE ELECTORS
OF EACH MJNI CIPALITY UNDER PROCEDURES THAT THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL
PROVI DE.

S 5. NO AVENDMENT TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON, AND NO STATUTE PROPCSED TO THE
ELECTORS BY THE LEG SLATURE OR BY | NI TI ATI VE, WH CH NAMES ANY | NDI VI DUAL
TO HOLD ANY OFFICE, OR NAMES OR | DENTI FI ES ANY PRI VATE CORPORATI ON TO
PERFORM ANY FUNCTI ON OR TO HAVE ANY PONER OR DUTY OR ATTEMPTS TO ABOLI SH
AN EXI STI NG STATE AGENCY, MAY BE SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS OR HAVE ANY
EFFECT.

S 6. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ARTI CLE, UPON ALL
I NI TI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM PETI TIONS PROVIDED FOR IN THIS ARTICLE, |IT
SHALL BE ADDI TI ONALLY NECESSARY TO FI LE FROM EACH CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CT
OF THE STATE SUCH PETI TI ONS BEARI NG THE SI GNATURES OF NOT LESS THAN TWO
THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED OF THE ELECTORS OF SUCH CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CT.

S 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing anendnent
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the «constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



