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Introduced by Sens. FELDER, GOLDEN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Health -- commt-
tee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recom
mtted to said conmittee -- conmmttee discharged, bill amended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring, in a
city having a population of one mllion or nore, the consent of the
spouse or next of kin of an unclai ned deceased person prior to deliv-
ery of such person to a university, college, school, institute or
nortuary school for enbal m ng, dissection or autopsy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 4211 of the public health law is anended by addi ng
two new subdivisions 3-a and 4-a to read as foll ows:

3-A. INACTY HAVING A POPULATION OF ONE M LLION OR MORE, NO BODY OF
A DECEASED PERSON SHALL BE DELI VERED OR RELEASED TO OR RECEI VED BY, ANY
UNI VERSI TY, COLLEGE, SCHOOL, | NSTI TUTE OR MORTUARY SCHOOL:

(A) UNTIL THE SPOUSE, AND IF HE OR SHE SHALL HAVE HAD NO SPOUSE, THE
NEXT OF KIN OF THE DECEASED PERSON SHALL HAVE CONSENTED I N WRI TI NG TO
THE DELI VERY AND RELEASE OF THE BODY OF SUCH PERSON TO THE UNI VERSITY,
COLLEGE, SCHOOL, | NSTITUTE OR MORTUARY SCHOOL FOR THE PURPOSE OF EMBALM
NG DI SSECTION OR AUTOPSY. THE UNI VERSI TY, COLLEGE, SCHOOL, | NSTI TUTE
OR MORTUARY SCHOOL DESI RI NG CUSTODY OF THE BODY OF A DECEASED PERSON
SHALL HAVE THE DUTY TO LOCATE AND OBTAIN THE WRI TTEN CONSENT OF THE
SPOUSE OR NEXT OF KIN OF SUCH DECEASED PERSON. IN THE EVENT THAT THE
SPOUSE OR NEXT OF KIN IS NOT LOCATED, THEN I T SHALL BE PRESUMED THAT THE
DECEASED PERSON AND H'S OR HER FAM LY AND NEXT OF KIN OBJECT TO EMBALM
| NG DI SSECTI ON AND AUTOPSY, AND THE BODY SHALL BE RELEASED FOR BURI AL;
OR

(B) IF PRIOR TO H S OR HER DEATH, THE PERSON SHALL HAVE EXPRESSED A
DESI RE THAT H' S OR HER BODY BE | NTERRED OR OTHERW SE LAWULLY DI SPOSED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF, |'S CARRYI NG AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD UPON HI S OR HER PERSON | NDI CATI NG
H'S OR HER OPPCSI TION TO THE EMBALM NG DI SSECTI ON OR AUTOPSY OF H S OR
HER BODY.

4-A. IN A CITY HAVING A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE, A BODY OF A
DECEASED PERSON SHALL NOT BE DELI VERED OR RELEASED TO, OR RECEI VED BY A
UNI VERSI TY, COLLEGE, SCHOOL, | NSTITUTE OR MORTUARY SCHOOL, UNTIL THE
PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION THREE-A OF THI S SECTI ON HAVE BEEN COWPLI ED
W TH.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to the
delivery and rel ease of bodies on and after such date.



