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STATE OF NEW YORK

4348
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 16, 2015

Introduced by Sens. HANNON, MURPHY -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the prescription
pai n nedi cati on awareness program and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3309-a of the public health law, as added by
section 52 of part D of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2012, subparagraphs
(i), (ii) and (iii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 as anended and
subpar agraph (iv) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 as added by section
1 and subdivisions 3 and 4 as anended by section 2 of part D of chapter
447 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 3309-a. Prescription pain nedication awareness program 1. There is
hereby established within the departnment a prescription pain nedication
awar eness program to educate the public and health care practitioners
about the risks associated wth prescribing and taking controlled
subst ance pai n nedi cati ons.

2. Wthin the anpbunts appropriated, the comm ssioner, in consultation
with the comm ssioner of the office of alcoholism and substance abuse
services, shall[:

(a) Develop] DEVELOP and conduct a public health education nedia
canpai gn designed to alert youth, parents and the general population
about the risks associated with prescription pain nedications and the
need to properly dispose of any unused nmedication. |In developing this
canmpaign, the conm ssioner shall consult wth and wuse information
provi ded by the work group established pursuant to subdivision [(b)]
FOUR of this section and other rel evant professional organizations. The
canpai gn shall include an internet website providing information for
parents, children and health care professionals on the risks associ ated
wi th taking opioids and resources available to those needing assistance

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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with prescription pain nedication addiction. Such website shall also
provide information regardi ng where individuals may properly dispose of
controlled substances in their comunity and include active links to
further information and resources. The canpaign shall begin no | ater
than Septenber first, two thousand twel ve.

3. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COVMM SSI ONER OF EDUCA-
TION, SHALL ESTABLISH STANDARDS, AND REVI EW AND | MPLEMENT REQUI REMENTS
FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF CONTI NUI NG MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON ON PAIN MANAGEMENT,
PALLI ATI VE CARE AND ADDI CTI ON. EVERY HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSED,
REG STERED OR CERTI FI ED UNDER TI TLE EI GHT OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW TO TREAT
HUMANS AND REQ STERED UNDER THE FEDERAL CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT AND I N
POSSESSI ON OF A REG STRATI ON NUMBER FROM THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADM NI S-
TRATION, UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, OR I TS SUCCESSOR AGENCY,
SHALL, EVERY TWD YEARS, COWPLETE THREE HOURS OF COURSE WORK AS SET FORTH
IN THI S SECTI ON; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SAI D HOURS SHALL BE DEEMED TO
COUNT TOMRD THE PROFESSI ONAL' S OBLI GATI ON FOR BOARD CERTI FI CATI ON.

(A) EXI STI NG CURRI CULA, | NCLUDI NG CURRI CULA DEVELOPED BY A NATI ONALLY
RECOGNI ZED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL, SPECI ALTY, OR PROVI DER ASSCCI ATI ON,
OR NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED PAI N MANAGEMENT ASSOCI ATI ON, MAY BE CONSI DERED
I N | MPLEMENTI NG THI S SECTI ON.

(B) CURRICULA SHALL |INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO |-STOP AND DRUG
ENFORCEMENT ADM NI STRATI ON  REQUI REMENTS FOR PRESCRI BI NG  CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES; PAIN MANAGEMVENT; APPROPRI ATE PRESCRI BI NG MANAG NG ACUTE
PAI N, PALLI ATI VE MEDI CI NE; PREVENTI ON, SCREENI NG AND SI GNS OF ADDI CTI ON,;
RESPONSES TO ABUSE AND ADDI CTI ON; AND END OF LI FE CARE.

(© THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE AN EXEMPTI ON FROM THI S REQUI REMENT
TO ANYONE WHO REQUESTS SUCH AN EXEMPTI ON AND WHO DEMONSTRATES TO THE
COW SSI ONER' S SATI SFACTI ON THAT:

(1) THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR HI M OR HER TO COWPLETE SUCH COURSE WORK
OR TRAI NI NG BECAUSE OF THE NATURE, AREA OR SPECI ALTY OF H' S OR HER PRAC
TICE, OR

(1'l) HE OR SHE HAS COWLETED COURSE WORK OR TRAINING DEEMED BY THE
COW SSI ONER TO BE EQUI VALENT TO THE STANDARDS FOR COURSE WORK OR TRAI N-
| NG APPROVED UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCA-
TI ON AND STAKEHOLDERS SHALL REPORT TO THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE CHAI RS OF THE HEALTH AND
H GHER EDUCATI ON COW TTEES NO LATER THAN THREE YEARS AFTER THE EFFEC-
TIVE DATE OF THI S SUBDI VI SION ON THE SUCCESS AND | MPACT OF THI S SECTI ON
AND ANY RECOMVENDATI ONS.

[(b)] 4. Establish a work group, no later than June first, two thou-
sand twel ve, which shall be conposed of experts in the fields of pallia-
tive and chronic care pain managenent and addi ction nedi ci ne. Menbers of
the work group shall receive no conpensation for their services, but
shall be allowed actual and necessary expenses in the performance of
their duties pursuant to this section. The work group shall:

[(i)] (A Report to the conm ssioner regarding the devel opnent of
recommendati ons and nodel courses for continuing nedical education,
refresher courses and other training materials for licensed health care
prof essi onal s on appropriate use of prescription pain nedication. Such
recommendati ons, nodel courses and other training materials shall be
submitted to the commi ssioner, who shall nake such information avail able
for the wuse in nedical education, residency prograns, fellowship
progranms, and for use in continuing nedication education progranms no
| ater than January first, two thousand thirteen. Such recomendations
al so shall include recomendations on: [(A)] (1) educational and contin-
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uing medical education requirenents for practitioners appropriate to
address prescription pain medication awareness anong health care profes-
sionals; [(B)] (Il) continuing education requirenments for pharnacists
related to prescription pain nedication awareness; and [(CO] (I111)
continuing education in palliative care as it relates to pain nmnage-
ment, for which purpose the work group shall consult the New York state
pal liative care education and training council

[(i1)] (B) No later than January first, two thousand thirteen, provide
outreach and assistance to health care professional organizations to
encourage and facilitate continuing medical education training programs
for their menbers regardi ng appropriate prescribing practices for the
best patient care and the risks associated with overprescribing and
under prescri bi ng pain nmedi cation;

[(iti)] (© Provide information to the comm ssioner for use in the
devel opnent and continued update of the public awareness canpaign,
i ncluding information, resources, and active web links that should be
i ncluded on the website; and

[(iv)] (D) Consider other issues deened relevant by the comm ssioner,
i ncluding how to protect and pronote the access of patients wth a
legitimate need for controlled substances, particularly medications
needed for pai n managenent by oncol ogy patients, and whether and how to
encourage or require the use or substitution of opioid drugs that enploy
tanper-resistance technology as a mechanism for reducing abuse and
di versi on of opioid drugs.

[3.] 5. On or before Septenber first, two thousand twelve, the comi s-
sioner, in consultation with the comm ssioner of the office of alcohol-
i sm and substance abuse services, the comm ssioner of education, and the
executive secretary of the state board of pharmacy, shall add to the
wor kgroup such additional nenbers as appropriate so that the workgroup
may provide guidance in furtherance of the inplenentation of the I-STOP
act. For such purposes, the workgroup shall include but not be Ilimted
to consumer advisory organizations, health care practitioners and
provi ders, oncol ogists, addiction treatnment providers, practitioners
with experience in pain nanagenent, pharmacists and pharnaci es, and
representatives of |aw enforcenent agenci es.

[4.] 6. The conmi ssioner shall report to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly no | ater than
March first, two thousand thirteen, and annually thereafter, on the work
group's findings. The report shall include information on opioid over-
dose deaths, energency room wutilization for the treatnent of opioid
overdose, the utilization of pre-hospital addiction services and recom
nmendati ons to reduce opioid addiction and the consequences thereof. The
report shall also include a recomendati on as to whether subdivision two
of section thirty-three hundred forty-three-a of this article should be
anmended to require practitioners prescribing or dispensing certain iden-
tified schedule V controll ed substances to conply with the consultation
requi renents of such subdi vi sion.

S 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw and shall expire and be deened repealed 4 years after such date.
Provi ded, however, that effective inmediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/ or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date is authorized and directed to be made
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



