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Introduced by Sen. VENDI TTO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Consuner Protection --
reported favorably from said commttee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to
the Assenbly, recalled, vote reconsidered, restored to third readi ng,
anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the order of
third reading

AN ACT to amend the general business law, in relation to |licenses for
private investigators, bail enforcement agents and watch, guard or
patrol agencies

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 70 of the general business |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 562 of the |aws of 2000 and subdivision 3 as further anmended by
section 104 of part A of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 70. [Licenses] PRIVATE I NVESTI GATOR LI CENSE. 1. The departnent of

state shall have the power to issue [separate] licenses to private
i nvestigators[, bail enforcenent agents and to watch, guard or patro
agencies]. Nothing in this article shall prevent a private investigator

| i censed hereunder from performng the services of a watch, guard or
patrol agency or bail enforcenment agent as defined herein; however, a
wat ch, guard or patrol agency or bail enforcenent agent nmay not perform
the services of a private investigator as defined herein.

2. No person, firm conpany, partnership, limted liability conpany or
corporation shall engage in the business of private investigator[, busi-
ness of bail enforcement agents or the business of watch, guard or
patrol agency,] or advertise his, their or its business to be that of
private investigator[, bail enforcenent agent or watch, guard or patro
agency,] notw thstanding the nane or title used in describing such agen-
cy or notwithstanding the fact that other functions and services nay

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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al so be perforned for fee, hire or reward, w thout having first obtained
from the departnent of state a l|license so to do, as hereinafter
provi ded, for each bureau, agency, sub-agency, office and branch office
to be owned, conducted, nanaged or maintained by such person, firm
conpany, partnership, limted liability conpany or corporation for the
conduct of such busi ness.

3. No person, firm conpany, partnership, limted liability conpany or
corporation shall engage in the business of furnishing or supplying for
fee, hire or any consideration or reward information as to the persona
character or activities of any person, firm conpany, or corporation,
soci ety or association, or any person or group of persons, or as to the
character or kind of the business and occupation of any person, firm
company or corporation, or own or conduct or maintain a bureau or agency
for the above nentioned purposes, except exclusively as to the financia
rating, standing, and credit responsibility of persons, firms, conpanies
or corporations, or as to the personal habits and financial responsibil-
ity of applicants for insurance, indemity bonds or comercial credit or
of claimants under insurance policies, provided the business so exenpted
does not enbrace other activities as described in section seventy-one of
this article, or except where such information is furnished or supplied
by persons |Ilicensed under the provisions of section twenty-four-a or
subdi vision three-b of section fifty of the workers' conpensation |aw or
representing enpl oyers or groups of enployers insured under the workers'
conpensation law in the state insurance fund, wthout having first
obtained fromthe departnent of state, as hereafter provided, a license
so to do as private investigator for each such bureau or agency and for
each and every sub-agency, office and branch office to be owned,
conduct ed, managed or nmi ntai ned by such persons, firm limted liabil-
ity conpany, partnership or corporation for the conduct of such busi-
ness. Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to include the
business of adjusters for insurance conpanies, nor public adjusters
|l icensed by the superintendent of financial services under the insurance
| aw of this state.

4. Any person, firm conpany, partnership or corporation who violates
any provision of this section shall be guilty of a class [B] A m sdenea-
nor .

S 2. The general business |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 70-a
to read as foll ows:

S 70-A. BAIL ENFORCEMENT AGENTS AND WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCI ES.
1. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO | SSUE SEPARATE
LI CENSES TO BAI L ENFORCEMENT AGENTS AND TO WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGEN
CIES. NOTHING IN TH'S ARTICLE SHALL PREVENT A PRI VATE | NVESTI GATOR
LI CENSED HEREUNDER FROM PERFORM NG THE SERVI CES OF A WATCH, GUARD OR
PATROL AGENCY OR BAIL ENFORCEMENT AGENT AS DEFINED IN TH S ARTI CLE
HONEVER, A WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCY OR BAI L ENFORCEMENT AGENT MAY
NOT PERFORM THE SERVICES OF A PRI VATE | NVESTI GATOR AS DEFINED IN TH' S
ARTI CLE

2. NO PERSON, FIRM COWPANY, PARTNERSHI P, LIM TED LI ABILITY COVWANY OR
CORPORATI ON SHALL ENGAGE I N THE BUSI NESS OF BAIL ENFORCEMENT AGENTS OR
THE BUSINESS OF WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCY, OR ADVERTISE H'S, THEIR
OR I TS BUSI NESS TO BE THAT OF BAI L ENFORCEMENT AGENT OR WATCH, GUARD OR
PATROL AGENCY, NOTW THSTANDI NG THE NAME OR TI TLE USED | N DESCRI BI NG SUCH
AGENCY OR NOTW THSTANDI NG THE FACT THAT OTHER FUNCTI ONS AND SERVI CES MAY
ALSO BE PERFORMED FOR FEE, H RE OR REWARD, W THOUT HAVI NG FI RST OBTAI NED
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE A LICENSE SO TO DO AS HERElI NAFTER
PROVI DED, FOR EACH BUREAU, AGENCY, SUB- AGENCY, OFFI CE AND BRANCH OFFI CE
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TO BE OWED, CONDUCTED, MANAGED OR MAI NTAI NED BY SUCH PERSON, FIRM
COVPANY, PARTNERSHI P, LI M TED LI ABI LI TY COMPANY OR CORPCRATION FOR THE
CONDUCT OF SUCH BUSI NESS.

3.  ANY PERSON, FI RM COWPANY, PARTNERSH P OR CORPORATI ON WHO VI OLATES
ANY PROVI SION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE GUILTY OF A CLASS B M SDEMEANOR

S 3. Section 85 of the general business |aw, as added by chapter 349
of the laws of 1938, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 85. [Attorney-general to prosecute] PROSECUTION. Criminal action
for violation of this article shall be prosecuted by the [attorney-gen-
eral] ATTORNEY GENERAL, [or his] H'S OR HER deputy, OR A DI STRICT ATTOR-
NEY, in the name of the people of the state[, and in]. IN any such pros-
ecution the [attorney-general] ATTORNEY GENERAL, or his OR HER deputy,
shall exercise all the powers and performall duties which the district
attorney would otherwi se be authorized to exercise or to performthere-
in. The [attorney-general] ATTORNEY GENERAL OR A DISTRICT ATTORNEY
shall, upon a conviction for a violation of any provision of this arti-
cle and within ten days thereafter, nake and file with the departnment of
state a detailed report showi ng the date of such conviction, the nane of
t he person convicted and the nature of the charge.

S 4. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.



