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STATE OF NEW YORK

3591--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 12, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. ESPAILLAT, DI AZ, HASSELL- THOWPSON, HOYLMAN, PARKER,
PERKI NS, SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed

to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Judiciary -- commttee di scharged,
bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the city of New York, the
energency tenant protection act of nineteen seventy-four, the energen-
cy housing rent control |law and the real property law, in relation to
prohi biting charges for |egal fees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is anmended
by addi ng a new section 26-416 to read as fol |l ows:

S 26-416 UNAUTHORI ZED LEGAL FEES. A LESSOR OR AGENT THERECF SHALL BE
PROH Bl TED FROM ASSESSI NG A LESSEE ANY FEE, SURCHARGE OR OTHER CHARGES
FOR LEGAL SERVI CES | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE OPERATI ON OR RENTAL OF A RESI -
DENTI AL UNI T UNLESS THE LESSOR HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORI TY TO DO SO PURSUANT
TO A COURT ORDER ANY AGREEMENT OR ASSESSMENT TO THE CONTRARY SHALL BE
VO D AS CONTRARY TO PUBLI C PQOLI CY.

S 2. Section 6 of section 4 of chapter 576 of the |laws of 1974,
constituting the energency tenant protection act of nineteen seventy-
four, is amended by adding a new subdivision f-1 to read as foll ows:

F-1. A LESSOR OR AGENT THERECF SHALL BE PROHI Bl TED FROM ASSESSI NG A
LESSEE ANY FEE, SURCHARGE OR OTHER CHARGES FOR LEGAL SERVICES |IN
CONNECTI ON W TH THE OPERATI ON OR RENTAL OF A RESI DENTI AL UNI T UNLESS THE
LESSOR HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORI TY TO DO SO PURSUANT TO A COURT ORDER. ANY
AGREEMENT OR ASSESSMENT TO THE CONTRARY SHALL BE VO D AS CONTRARY TO
PUBLI C PQOLI CY.

S 3. Section 26-512 of the adm nistrative code of the city of New York
i s amended by addi ng a new subdivision g to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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G A LESSOR OR AGENT THEREOF SHALL BE PROHI Bl TED FROM ASSESSI NG A
LESSEE ANY FEE, SURCHARGE OR OTHER CHARGES FOR LEGAL SERVICES |IN
CONNECTI ON W TH THE OPERATI ON OR RENTAL OF A RESI DENTI AL UNI T UNLESS THE
LESSOR HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORI TY TO DO SO PURSUANT TO A COURT ORDER. ANY
AGREEMENT OR ASSESSMENT TO THE CONTRARY SHALL BE VO D AS CONTRARY TO
PUBLI C PQOLI CY.

S 4. Subdivision 4 of section 4 of chapter 274 of the laws of 1946,
constituting the enmergency housing rent control law, is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (f) to read as foll ows:

(F) A LESSOR OR AGENT THEREOF SHALL BE PROH BI TED FROM ASSESSING A
LESSEE ANY FEE, SURCHARGE OR OTHER CHARGES FOR LEGAL SERVI CES I N
CONNECTI ON W TH THE OPERATI ON OR RENTAL OF A RESI DENTI AL UNI T UNLESS THE
LESSOR HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORI TY TO DO SO PURSUANT TO A COURT ORDER  ANY
AGREEMENT OR ASSESSMENT TO THE CONTRARY SHALL BE VO D AS CONTRARY TO
PUBLI C PQOLI CY.

S 5. The real property law is anended by adding a new section 234-a to
read as foll ows:

S 234-A. UNAUTHORI ZED LEGAL FEES. A LESSOR OR AGENT THEREOF SHALL BE
PROH Bl TED FROM ASSESSI NG A LESSEE ANY FEE, SURCHARGE OR OTHER CHARGES
FOR LEGAL SERVI CES | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE OPERATI ON OR RENTAL OF A RESI -
DENTI AL UNI T UNLESS THE LESSOR HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORI TY TO DO SO PURSUANT
TO A COURT ORDER ANY AGREEMENT OR ASSESSMENT TO THE CONTRARY SHALL BE
VO D AS CONTRARY TO PUBLI C PCLI CY

S 6. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided that: (a)
section 26-416 of the city rent and rehabilitation |aw as added by
section one of this act shall remain in full force and effect only as
| ong as the public energency requiring the regulation and control of
residential rents and evictions continues, as provided in subdivision 3
of section 1 of the I ocal energency housing rent control act;

(b) the anendnents to section 4 of chapter 576 of the laws of 1974
constituting the energency tenant protection act of nineteen seventy-
four made by section two of this act shall expire on the sanme date as
such act expires and shall not affect the expiration of such act as
provided in section 17 of chapter 576 of the |laws of 1974;

(c) the anendnents to section 26-512 of chapter 4 of title 26 of the
adm nistrative code of the city of New York, made by section three of
this act shall expire on the sanme date as such | aw expires and shall not
affect the expiration of such |law as provided under section 26-520 of
such law, and

(d) the anmendnents to section 4 of the emergency housing rent contro
| aw made by section four of this act shall expire on the sane date as
such law expires and shall not affect the expiration of such |aw as
provi ded in subdivision 2 of section 1 of chapter 274 of the Ilaws of
1946.



